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ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH - NOVEMBER 10, 1997

MINUTES OF MEETING

The regular meeting of the Island County Board of Health was called to order at 11:15 a.m. on Monday,
November 10, 1997, in the Island County Courthouse Annex, Coupeville, Wa. Board of Health members
attending: Mike Shelton, Chairman; Wm. L. McDowell, Member, and Tom Shaughnessy. Others present

included: Roger Case, M.D., Health Officer; Tim McDonald, Health Services Director; Jan Dahl, Assessment
Coordinator; and Marshall Bronson, Community Health Advisory Board (CHAB).

CHAB STATUS REPORT

On behalf of the CHAB, Mr. Bronson reported that CHAB completed the Goal 500 Surveys and collected 526
surveys and made 34 presentations. Experts spoke to CHAB about injury, tobacco, alcohol, domestic
violence, drinking water and supporting youth. At the last CHAB Meeting, the information was reviewed,
surveys added and prioritization done. The same three top issues of concern prioritized by CHAB were the
same that resulted from the surveys from the general public: (1) Alcohol Abuse; (2) Domestic Abuse &
Violence; and (3) Youth. A meeting of the Board of Health and CHAB members will be held on December 2,
1997, dinner meeting at Whidbey General Hospital, when there will be a more specific presentation made on
the data. Also discussed at that time will be how to mobilize parts of the community to address different
concerns and begin to make sub-sets in these particular areas.

Commissioner McDowell noted that the data provided from the community forms shows ranking from
numbers #1 through #5, while CHAB ranking is up in the 200’s, and he asked for some clarification of that.

Jan Dahl explained that CHAB went through an elaborate prioritization process, with 11 criteria that each
problem was weighted against and each one of those assigned a weight based on how important each of the
criteria was. The number jumped quite high because of the 11 issues and the weight given. They can,
however, convert that back to a #1 - 5 scale.

DEPARTMENT ASSESSMENT REPORT

Jan Dahl discussed the Regional Health Status Report for Island, San Juan and Skagit counties, prepared
by Andy Ross, Regional Epidemiologist. What is unique about the Island County report is that the Island
community health status is compared in the report, not only to the State, but also to surrounding
communities, allowing for a picture of the region and how Island Compares to them. Ten copies have been
ordered and she plans to place a copy in each of the five libraries.

Commissioner McDowell asked that a copy be made available to the Board of Health, Whidbey General
Hospital and CHAB.

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m., the next Regular Meeting scheduled for December 8, 1997, at 11:15
a.m., and a Special Session jointly with CHAB the evening of December 2, 1997 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at
the Whidbey General Hospital.
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______________________________
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