 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, December 21, 2009
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  John Dean, Helen Price Johnson and Angie Homola; Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor; Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner; Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board; and Captain James Thralls, MSC, U.S. Navy, Ex-Officio Member.
Members Absent:  All members were present.
Call to Order:  The Chair, Jim Slowik, called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:18 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  There were no additions or changes to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes:  Commissioner Price Johnson moved for the approval of the minutes for the November 16, 2009 Regular Meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Dean seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
Appointment of 2010 Chair:  Commissioner Dean moved to nominate Commissioner Price Johnson to act as Board of Health Chair for 2010.  Commissioner Homola seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Reschedule January and February 2010 Board of Health meetings:  Due to federal holiday date conflicts with both the January and February 2010 regularly scheduled meeting dates, both meetings must be rescheduled.  Commissioner Price Johnson moved that the January 2010 Board of Health meet in Special Session on January 19, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. until concluded or no later than 3:30 p.m.  Commissioner Homola seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Commissioner Price Johnson moved that the February 2010 Board of Health meet in Special Session on February 16, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. until concluded or no later than 3:30 p.m.  Anne Tarrant seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
Appointment to Community Health Advisory Board (CHAB):  Keith Higman highly recommended the Board appoint Dr. Eileen M. Jackson to sit on the CHAB for a two year term.  Commissioner Homola moved for the appointment.  Commissioner Price Johnson seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  The Board thanked Dr. Jackson for her willingness to serve.
Appointment to the Children’s Commission:  Keith Higman highly recommended Mr. Kyle Simchuk for appointment to the Children’s Commission as a student member for a one-year term.  Commissioner Price Johnson moved for the appointment.    Commissioner Homola seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  The Board thanked Mr. Simchuk for his willingness to serve.
Resolution No. HD-19-09 – Revision of the Community and Family Health Fee Schedule:  The Community and Family Health fee schedule primarily contains fees to collect payment for the delivery of vaccine to the community.  The fee schedule has been built with a formula so that it did not need to be changed every time the cost of vaccine changed.  The only change being requested to this schedule for 2010 is the addition of a 3% technology fee.  During conversations with the Board of County Commissioners during the current budget setting period, it became clear that there was no funding mechanism or current capability for the Health Department to invest in maintaining and improving technology and to pay for software updates and maintenance.  This would be a mechanism to collect an additional 3% which will be held in a dedicated account for these uses.  Commissioner Price Johnson noted that this is a way during a budget shortfall to help support these critical technology functions.  Mayor Slowik questioned if the restriction on these funds would make it too restrictive in planning future Health Department budgets but Mr. Higman assured him that would not be the case and this funding was needed to maintain and improve technology.  Commissioner Homola noted that Commissioner Price Johnson had created a Technology Committee to assess current status and plan technology growth.  Commissioner Homola moved for passage of this amended fee schedule.  Commissioner Dean seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  A member of the audience asked why public comment had not been taken on this Resolution.  Mayor Slowik responded that there was time for public comment at the end of the agenda items.
Resolution No. HD-20-09 – Revision of the Environmental Health Fee Schedule:  Keith Higman advised the Board that they had a proposed 4% increase to the Environmental Health fees and introduced Aaron Henderson, Environmental Health Director to detail the proposed revisions.  He advised that administrative hourly rates were reorganized to be listed in more logical places but there was no change to those rates.  The 
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4% increase applied to all of the fees except to the Inspection Review for the Liquid Waste Program which was left at $62.00.  He is proposing to omit, under Liquid Waste “Licensing and Examination” the “Licensed and Bonded Installer Employee Exam Fee” as this fee is redundant to others charged.  An “Exemption Fee” of $25.00 has been added to allow professionals or HOST certified individuals to do inspections on their own systems.  In 2009 these exemptions were accepted with no fee and they result in a considerable amount of staff time to process.  This is the same rate as the Septic 201 class fee.  Under the Food Program, a “Mobile Cart Fee” has been added.  This category of establishment was included in the “Food Service Establishment – No seating” category and establishing this separate category will reduce the fee cost to this category of establishment.  A discussion followed on the kinds of services the Food Program staff are required to do in support of that program.  In the Group A “TNC”, i.e., churches, we have proposed to reduce the charge on these surveys in recognition of the reduced amount of work needed in this category.
Following a discussion on notation details, Commissioner Homola made a motion to approve Resolution HD-20-09, to include any notations included in the current schedule and to include notations that the hourly fees charged are rounded by the quarter hour and the 3% Technology Fee is applied to all of the fees.  Commissioner Price Johnson seconded.  She commented that, in a Commissioner’s Staff Session, she had suggested that lowering the inspection review fee might generate more compliance and more volume in the short run but followed by further conversation later on included more a comprehensive approach by creating a utility and combining storm water management.  She wanted to note that there was an ongoing conversation by the Board of County Commissioners on how to address this funding need.  In response to Commissioner Price Johnson’s question, Keith Higman noted that last year through November, the O&M Program had expenses of $110,470 and revenue of $116,500.  He concluded that activity was predicted very accurately for this program last year.  The Chair asked Kerry Graves to read the motion back to the Board for clarification.  Following further discussion, the motion and second were withdrawn to allow for a more accurate motion statement.  

Commissioner Price Johnson moved for approval of Resolution No. HE-20-09 to include the correction that the “Inspection Review Fee” is $62.00 (not $64.00) and to include detail notations that the hourly fees charged are rounded by the quarter hour and the 3% Technology Fee is applied to all of the fees.  Commissioner Homola seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Presentation:  Island County Public Health ACHIEVE Program
Keith Higman introduced Whitney Webber, Health Department Staff to the ACHIEVE Program, to the Board.  Whitney began by elaborating that ACHIEVE stands for ‘Action Communities for Health, Innovation, and Environmental Change’.  She noted that this is a nation-wide initiative to bring community leaders together to build healthier communities.  There were 10 ACHIEVE communities funded last year and 53 were funded this year by the CDC and partners.  Five of the 53 communities are located in Washington State.  The ACHIEVE Leadership Team is comprised of:

Cac Kamak, City of Oak Harbor


Carol Sele, ACHIEVE Community Coach


Carrie McLachlan, Assessment & Healthy Communities, Island County Public Health


Jessica Minder, Tobacco Prevention & Control, Island County Public Health


Joantha Guthrie, Island County Public Works


Leon Shordon, Human Services


Michele Renninger, Whidbey General Hospital


Patricia Terry, Community Health Advisory Board


Terri Arnold, South Whidbey Parks & Recreation


Whitney Webber, ACHIEVE Health Department Coach

2011 goals are (1) To promote a healthcare system that addresses physical activity, nutrition, and tobacco prevention with their patients; (2) Free-range kids – Promoting changes that will allow kids to be free to explore their surroundings safely on their own; and (3) A new dialog with elected officials for policy to support implementation. Whitney asked if the Board of Health, as the health policy setting board for Island County,  would be willing to act as the ACHIEVE Policy Council?  An ACHIEVE policy committee will be formed and will bring policy recommendations forward to the Board of Health.  
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Contracts:  Keith Higman presented the following group of contracts for the Board’s consideration:


1.  Opportunity Council – Early Learning Program

     Contract No. HD-09-09, Amendment No. 1
                  Contract Amount:

$     19,377
                  Amendment Amount:

$     11,385
 
2.  Island County Juvenile Court Services – 2010 Nursing Services

     Contract No. HD-17-09
                  Contract Amount:

$      22,000 (Not to exceed)
          
3.  National Association of County & City Officials (NACCHO)  – Action Communities for


Health Innovation & Environmental Change (ACHIEVE)

                  Contract No. 2009-110506
                  Contract Amount:

$     25,000
             4.  Island County Sheriff’s Office – 2010 Nursing Services

                  Contract No. HD-15-09

                  Contract Amount:

$     55,000

Commissioner Dean made a motion for the Board to approve the contracts as presented.  Commissioner Price Johnson seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.
Health Department Report:  Keith Higman reported that the H1N1 vaccine is now available to anyone who wants to receive it in Island County.  We have distributed 18, 700 doses into our community.  We are still recommending on-going immunization.  He went on to say that the Governor has now released her ‘all cuts’ budget and it does contain what would be program cuts and eliminations for Public Health.  Keith advised that the Governor will be presenting a ‘buy-back list’ another budget which will include revenue proposals.  Commissioner Price Johnson asked for staff’s comments on items on the ‘buy-back list’.  Keith went on to advise the Board that the Salmon Recovery Program contained in the Resource Enhancement Group now in the Health Department just received notice of additional RCO funding for that program.  We will bring that forward when the contract is received.  
Public Input or Comments:  Rufus Rose, Four Sisters Lane on South Whidbey, commented that he wanted to talk about the 3% Technology Fee.  He asked the Board to consider that the process did not allow public comment to the Board during their consideration and vote on this issue.  His concern is whether this fee will supplant monies coming to the Health Department and wants to be sure that these funds stay in the Health Department are spent for the intended use.  He also reiterated that the public should be able to comment prior to the vote on these kinds of issues.  The Chair agreed that the public should be able to comment prior to votes and suggested that City of Oak Harbor allows public comment at each agenda item.  Keith Higman suggested that the intention was to allow public comment at the Board’s discretion and suggested that staff can clarify the wording on Board of Health agendas to note that public comment will be taken and note that “Call to Order – Welcome to this regularly scheduled Board of Health meeting.  The Board values your input and ideas, and sets aside a time called “Public Input or Comments” at the end of the agenda to listen to your comments about subjects of a health related nature that are not on the agenda.  The Board Chair has the discretion to accept public comment at any time during an agenda item.”  

Commissioner Homola commented that the Technology Fee will not be used to supplant any existing funding.

Bill Carruthers, Viewmont Road in Clinton, questioned the Board about the Island County statistics on youth activity levels that were used in the ACHIEVE presentation that inferred that youth here are not very active.  Whitney Webber offered to provide Mr. Carruthers with data from the Youth Survey.  David Macys, resident of Oak Harbor and CHAB member, asked that the Board try to speak up more in future meetings so that the audience can hear better. 
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Adjourn:  There being no further business for the Board, the Chair, Jim Slowik, thanked staff, particularly Dr. Case and Keith Higman for their professional work though a year presenting many public health challenges.  He adjourned the meeting at 3:09 p.m.  The next Board of Health meeting will be a Special Meeting on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.  
Submitted:___________________________________________

                  Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board

Minutes approved this 19tht day of January 2010
ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

_______________________________________________


     Helen Price Johnson, Chair

