 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, October 19, 2009
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  John Dean, Helen Price Johnson and Angie Homola; Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor; Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board; and Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner.
Members Absent:   Captain James Thralls, MSC, U.S. Navy, Ex-Officio Member.
Call to Order:  The Chair, Jim Slowik, called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:16 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes or additions to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes:  Commissioner Price Johnson moved for the approval of the minutes for the September 21, 2009 Special Meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Homola seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
Presentation:  On-Site Operations & Maintenance Program
Aaron Henderson, Environmental Health Director, reminded the Board that the ‘Island County On-Site Sewage System Management Plan’ dictates what the On-Site Operations & Maintenance Program does.  That Plan was developed over an 18-month period by a past Board of Health.  That process included 6 public workshops.  Island County was the 2nd of 12 counties to submit their Plan to the Washington State Department of Health who approved the Plan.  It was then formally adopted by the Island County Board of Health on July 1, 2007.
Aaron advised the Board that the inspection frequency is set by the state and that rule is reviewed every 4-years, allowing for input from local Boards of Health and others.  Aaron clarified that the local ordinance is required to be as or more stringent than the state rule.  Department of Health will be presenting on the rule to the State Board of Health at the November 4, 2009 meeting.  Aaron also advised that staff is exploring options to fund this program other than the current inspection filing fee, including a clean water utility.  
The Health Department is currently working to develop incentives for the inspection program and hopes to have that developed early in 2010.  The Health Department continues working on a web-based Septic 101 class to augment the current field based class schedule.  A general discussion followed on system types and various inspection frequencies.  Keith advised that when the local rule was done, there was an awareness of the particular risk that shoreline systems posed given the difficulty to effectively measure the water quality around those systems.  Staff recommended at that time that shoreline properties be listed in the high risk category but did not receive Board of Health support.  

Commissioner Homola would like clarification on the various specific types of systems which are in each category and the inspection frequency associated with each category.  She also suggested offering an expanded 201 class to instruct on inspecting the more complicated systems and suggested looking at contracting with certified consultants acting as instructors and charge a class fee to offset the cost.  Mayor Slowik suggested staff research what Whatcom County was doing to see it some of their approach might apply to Island County.  Aaron told the Board that he will report back to the Board on what Whatcom County is doing and update the Board on what transpired at the November 4th State level meetings on the on-site rule.
Proposed Code Revision:  Chapter 8.01 ‘Definitions and General Provisions’ & Chapter 8.08B ‘Solid Waste Handling Regulations’
Aaron Henderson began by reviewing the process that resulted in this proposed code revision.  In the 2000 through 2006 timeframe, Island County Health Department staffed the Environmental Health Action Team 

(‘EHAT’).  EHAT worked through considerable community process and identified four priority areas:

     1)  Illegal Dumping & Littering

     2)  West Nile Virus

     3)  Arsenic in Drinking Water

     4)  Walkability

A primary EHAT consideration was to identify what the community had the capacity to do something about.  This code revision stems from recommendations made through this process which included several community forums.  Aaron gave a general overview and noted that Chapter 8.01 contains proposed definition changes that are needed to be in line with proposed changes to Chapter 8.08B.  In addition to proposed substance changes, there are also ‘housekeeping’ changes recommended by the County’s Code legal reviewer while the Chapters 
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are being revised.  Aaron noted that a proposed change recommended by the EHAT process will be in enforcement by changing from a Civil Penalty to Administrative Penalty for violations.  The Board would like staff to look at comparative numbers for violations from other jurisdictions.  Staff will, for the November Board of Health, address the transition of Solid Waste Code associated fees and penalties from the code language to the Health Department fee schedule.   Proposed Solid Waste Code revisions will be discussed further at the November 16, 2009 Board of Health meeting.  
Contracts:  Keith Higman presented the following group of contracts for the Board’s consideration:


1.  Department of Health – Consolidated Contract


     Contract No. C14949, Amendment No. 18
                  Contract Amount:

$ 2,607,539
                  Amendment Amount:

$      82,383
 
2.  DSHS – Workfirst


     Contract No. 0963-65888, Amendment No. 1

                  Contract Amount:

$        2,000


     Amendment Amount:

$           -0-

          
3.  Department of Ecology – Watershed Planning

                  Contract No. G0600084, Amendment No. 7

                  Contract Amount:

$    444,444


     Amendment Amount:

$    124,205

     
4.  Bess Windecker-Nelson PhD – Parent Educator Program

                  Contract No. HD-01-09, Amendment No. 1

                  Contract Amount:

$      16,013

                  Amendment Amount:

$        1,513


5.  DSHS – Early Intervention Program/Vendor Rate Decrease

                  Contract No. 0963-67119, Amendment No. 1

                  Contract Amount:

$      16,379.49

                  Amendment Amount:

$          (287.51)


6.  DSHS – Early Family Support Services/Vendor Rate Decrease

                  Contract No. 0963-68651, Amendment No. 1

                  Contract Amount:

$      10,195.05

                  Amendment Amount:

$          (178.95)

     
7.  DSHS –Foster Care Public Health Nurse Services/Vendor Rate Decrease

                  Contract No. 0963-68665, Amendment No. 1

                  Contract Amount:

$      10,132.13

                  Amendment Amount:

$          (117.88)

       
8.  Saratoga Enterprises – Pharmacy Point of Dispensing (POD)

                  Contract No. HD-13-09

                  Contract Amount:

$             -0-
Commissioner Price Johnson made a motion for the Board to approve the contracts as presented.  Commissioner Tarrant seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.
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Health Department Report:  Keith Higman advised the Board that seasonal flu vaccine is difficult to find at this point due to vaccine production being diverted to the production of H1N1 vaccine.  The Health Department gave four seasonal flu clinics but ran out of vaccine at three of the clinics so we are not currently able to accommodate everyone who wants seasonal vaccine.  He further advised that Health Department staff is overwhelmed by H1N1 inquiries.  The Health Department has received an initial allotment of the mist form of the vaccine and will be receiving an allotment of injectable this week.
Public Input or Comments:  David Macys, CHAB Liaison, told the Board that CHAB review of the Health Department’s 2010 budget proposal had been provided to the Board of Health Members and that CHAB members were available if they had any questions regarding the report.  He also noted that the CHAB recommended future succession planning for the Health Officer position. 
Adjourn:  There being no further business for the Board, the Chair, Jim Slowik, adjourned the meeting at 3:07 p.m.  The next Board of Health meeting will be a Regular Meeting on Monday, November 16, 2009 at 1:15 p.m.  
Submitted:___________________________________________

                  Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board

Minutes approved this 16th day of November 2009
ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

_______________________________________________


     Jim Slowik, Chair

