 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, August 16, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  Helen Price Johnson, John Dean and Angie Homola; Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner; Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor; and, Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board.
Members Absent:  Captain Susan Lichtenstein, MSC, USN, Ex-Officio Member.
Call to Order:  Chair Helen Price Johnson called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:14 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  Keith Higman, Health Services Director, asked the Chair to remove the contract listed as “1. Behavioral Health Specialist” from the agenda.  It will be brought forward at some future time for the Board’s consideration.
Approval of Minutes:  The Chair called for the approval of the minutes of the July 19, 2010 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Dean moved for approval of the minutes as presented.  Member Anne Tarrant seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
Public Input or Comments:  Rufus Rose, 6529 Four Sisters Lane, South Whidbey, commented that he had sent an email to the Commissioners, Dr. Case and Keith Higman regarding flu shots and pneumonia.  He said his motive for doing that is that he is aware of the significance of the pneumonia shot for “old” people.  He suggested that pneumonia can be a consequence of the flu and could be less survivable for older adults.  He asked for more information on the statistics related to that risk and asked the Board to consider educating the public on this issue.  Mr. Rose went on to ask clarification on two of the contracts on the agenda and the Chair advised that Health Department staff would respond to Mr. Rose regarding his questions.
Presentation:  On-Site (Septic) Program:  History, Update, and Regional Overview:  Aaron Henderson, Environmental Health Director, began his presentation with the history of the Rule which increased the operations and maintenance requirements for on-site systems and was adopted by the State Board of Health to be effective on September 15, 2005.  Local health jurisdictions are required to develop a plan that:  (1) establishes an inventory of on-site systems in the jurisdiction; (2) adopts local requirements for operations and maintenance of those systems based upon risk; (3) defines a method to fund the program; and, (4) employs a method to ensure inspections take place and to respond to identified problems.  Mr. Henderson went on to describe the history of the development of a local plan, the methodology for risk area identification, how that is linked to who conducts the inspections and other Washington local health jurisdiction’s approaches to this Rule.  He concluded his presentation by discussing where there might be flexibility in the program and where there is no flexibility for local decisions.  He also discussed possible next steps for the Board to consider.
Contracts:
Keith Higman, Health Services Director, presented the following contracts/items for consideration:

1.   Contract/Agreement Termination Notice – Omnibus Legal and Financial Agreement for 


Public Health Organizations Participating in Regional Disaster Plan in Region 1

      Contract No. – Signed in 2005
      Contract Amount:

$           -0-
2.   WA State Signatory Health Jurisdictions – Public Health Mutual Aid Agreement
      Contract No. HD-16-08
      Contract Amount:

$           -0-
3.   WA Department of Ecology – Coordinated Prevention Grant/Solid Waste Program
      Contract No. G1000416, Amendment No. 1
      Contract Amount:

$       75,952
      Amendment Amount:
$           -0-
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4.   WA Recreation & Conservation Office – Lead Entity/Salmon Project
      Contract No. 09-1500P, Replacement Amendment #2
      Contract Amount:

$     213,118
      Amendment Amount:
$       50,000
Commissioner Dean moved that the contracts be approved as presented.  Commissioner Homola seconded the motion which passed unanimously
Health Department Report:  Keith Higman advised the Board that a drug take-back bill being considered by the State Legislature has not survived.  Commissioner Price Johnson had alerted Mr. Higman that there was, however, a one day state-wide pharmaceutical take-back opportunity being sponsored by the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration on Saturday, September 25th.  A discussion of the details followed.  The FDEA will pay for the destruction of what is collected.  Mr. Higman went on to discuss a recent report released by the National Resources Defense Council in July of 2010 which listed Southern Holmes Harbor as in the top three of the “dirtiest beaches in Washington State”.  He told the Board that they needed to look at this report in context.   Washington lists 1345 coastal beaches and only 73 of the 1345 were sampled.  His comment was not intended to mean that there is not an issue with Holmes Harbor but that the data needs to be looked at in context.  Mr. Higman went on to update the Board on a recent press release notification that the entire west side of Whidbey Island is closed to shell fishing.  There is currently a very significant paralytic shellfish bloom in Puget Sound and high doses of PSP can cause death.  
Adjourn:  There being no further business before the Board, Chair Price Johnson adjourned the meeting at 2:38 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Health will be held on September 20, 2010 at 1:15 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room (B-102).
Submitted:___________________________                  Minutes approved this 20th day of September 2010

                Roger S. Case, MD                                        ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
                 Executive Secretary to the Board







            _____________________________________






           Helen Price Johnson, Board Chair
