 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, November 15, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  Helen Price Johnson and John Dean; Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor;  Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner; Captain Susan Lichtenstein, MSC, USN, Ex-Officio Member; and, Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board.
Members Absent:  Commissioner Angie Homola.
Call to Order:  Chair Helen Price Johnson called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:15 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes or additions to the agenda.  
Approval of Minutes:  The Chair called for the approval of the minutes of the October 18, 2010 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Dean moved for approval of the minutes as presented.  Mayor Slowik seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Public Input or Comments:  David Macys, Oak Harbor, would like to speak at the end of today’s meeting.

Community Health Advisory Board (CHAB):  Keith Higman, Health Services Director, advised the Board that he had a draft letter for the Chair accepting Kathryn Stevens resignation from CHAB and thanking her for her service and participation on the CHAB.  Ms. Steven’s work takes her away from Island County and prohibits her from participating effectively.  
Presentation:  Website Development:  Keith Higman began with background that Dr. Case, Island County Health Officer, has been acting for many years as the Health Department’s web developer and web steward which requires a lot of time to keep the site current.  The Health Department began a couple of years ago working towards standardizing section and program pages to make negotiating and finding information easier and also recognizing that most of our citizens now consume information through the internet.  Keith introduced Joe Laxson and Jill Wood with the Environmental Health Section and Katie Hicks with Community and Family Health who have been working on this web project and they presented the new website.
Contracts:
Keith Higman, Health Services Director presented the following contracts for consideration:

1.   Christopher Spitters MD – 2011 TB Medical Consultation
      Contract No. – HD-18-10
      Contract Amount:

$       10,000
2.   Department of Health – Consolidated Contract
      Contract No. C14949, Amendment No. 26
      Amendment Amount:
$      240,380
      Contract Amount:

$   3,482,836
Mayor Slowik moved that contracts HD-18-10 and C14949 be approved as presented.  Commissioner Dean seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Health Department Report:   Keith Higman advised the Board that Dr. Maxine Hays, State Health Officer, has called upon her colleagues to recognize the importance of being protected by vaccine against pertussis.  Young babies are especially vulnerable to pertussis exposure and the United States is experiencing an increase in disease cases.  Keith went on to advise that he petitioned the WIC office for funding to help fill the 2011 gap in the WIC program and he is happy to say that Island County will receive one time funding for 2011 for WIC so that we can continue to fully staff and provide this program in Island County.  Chair Price Johnson added that there had been a couple of conversations at the Association of Counties meeting she attended, the first about including an “elected’s” sub-group to the Association 
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of Public Health Officials to try to achieve more coordination of efforts.  There was an acknowledgment that we are no longer in the program delivery mode but in the crisis prevention mode.  
Public Input or Comments:  David Macys, Oak Harbor, said he was speaking as the current Chair of the Community Health Advisory Board and wanted to thank Commissioner Dean for his public service and for his support of the CHAB and of the Health Heroes Award Program.  Rufus Rose, South Whidbey, commented about the availability of less expensive vaccines through other sources than the Health Department and asked if the Health Department could help to disseminate that information.  He also suggested the inclusion of other program links be available at the Health Department website.  
Adjourn:  There being no further business before the Board, Chair Price Johnson adjourned the meeting at 2:24 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Health will be held on December 20, 2010 at 1:15 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room (B-102).
Submitted:___________________________                  Minutes approved this 20th day of December 2010

                Roger S. Case, MD                                        ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
                 Executive Secretary to the Board







            _____________________________________






           Helen Price Johnson, Board Chair
