 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, October 18, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  Helen Price Johnson, John Dean and Angie Homola; Captain Susan Lichtenstein, MSC, USN, Ex-Officio Member; and, Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board.
Members Absent:  Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor and Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner.
Call to Order:  Chair Helen Price Johnson called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:15 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  The Chair asked that the presentation on Accreditation be moved up in the agenda to go prior to the Public Hearing to accommodate the Chair having to leave for a short time at 1:30.  
Approval of Minutes:  The Chair called for the approval of the minutes of the September 20, 2010 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Dean moved for approval of the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Homola seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
Presentation:  Accreditation:  Keith Higman, Health Services Director began by telling the Board that accreditation is a process whereby your profession or organization or service delivery model is subjected to a third party review to ensure it is consistent with a standard of set expectations or outcomes.  The public health system has been having a conversation about accreditation beginning in 1988.  The achievement of basic sanitation and delivery of safe drinking water is now far in our past and a working committee of public health professionals has made recommendations designed to move the system forward with accountability throughout the system and establishing a standard of goals, objectives and delivery.   They determined that some level of governance would be required and in 2007 established a private non-profit entity called the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) to oversee the accreditation of state and local public health organizations.   Washington State Department of Health is taking part as one of 30 pilot sights who are participating in an accreditation process with the application of standards to those agencies and a gradation as to how well those agencies are meeting those standards.  This national process will end early in 2011 and is available to agencies that are interested to participating now voluntarily.  Future funding may be linked to accreditation.  Local health jurisdictions in the State of Washington have been working a ‘Standards’ exercise every three years since 1998 and are subjected to a level of review.  The accreditation standards will be closely aligned with the WA State standards that we have been working on and although they are voluntary today, continue to be institutionalized and will at some point probably become mandatory for public accountability to show value and success of programs.     
Public Hearing on Proposed Ordinance No. HD-14-10 (C-80-10) – In the Matter of Revision  of the Definitions and General Provisions and Solid Waste Handling Rules and Regulations of the Island County Sanitary Code.  The Chair opened the Public Hearing on the proposed revisions to ICC Chapter 8.01 ‘Definitions and General Provisions’ and ICC Chapter 8.08B ‘Solid Waste Handling Regulations’ at 1:38 p.m.  Aaron Henderson, Environmental Health Director, reviewed the process that led to the proposed changes beginning with recommendations by the Environmental Health Assessment Team (EHAT).  Aaron walked the Board through the specific proposed changes to amend the existing solid waste handling and disposal regulations to be consistent with state regulations, to update language and definitions, and to introduce changes to enhance the mechanisms available for enforcement of the regulations, which include increased monetary administrative penalties.   Following his review, the Chair opened the floor for questions by the public.  David Macys, Oak Harbor, told the Board that he had been a member of the EHAT and that they had identified problems and had made recommendations for correcting those problems and he thanked the Board on behalf of the EHAT members for addressing their recommendations.  The Chair closed the public hearing at 2:04 p.m. and called for a motion for action if that was the pleasure of the Board.  Commissioner Homola made a motion for adoption of HD-14-10.  Commissioner Dean seconded the motion.  As there was no further comment on the motion, the Board voted unanimously for adoption. 
Contracts:
Keith Higman, Health Services Director, asked that the Christopher Spitters, MD contract on the agenda for consideration and signature be postponed to next month’s agenda.  He presented the following contracts for consideration:

1.   Island County Juvenile Court Services – 2011 Juvenile Detention Nursing Services
      Contract No. – HD-17-10
      Contract Amount:

$       22,000
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2.   Island County Sheriff’s Office – 2011 Jail Nursing Services
      Contract No. HD-16-10
      Contract Amount:

$       55,000
Commissioner Homola moved to table the Christopher Spitters, MD contract and that contracts HD-17-10 and HD-16-10 be approved as presented.  Commissioner Dean seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Health Department Report:   Keith Higman advised the Board that the Health Department was an active participant in community emergency preparedness.  The Health Department will be participating in a May 11 exercise called ‘Shake, Rattle and Roll’ preparing for a very likely scenario of an earthquake.  The Board has heard a lot about our ‘H.O.S.T.” program preparing homeowners to do septic inspections.  Our Septic 101 classes are now available on-line.  A local pediatrician has called Keith to thank the Health Department for our work with mothers and babies and thanked the Board for finding some funding for this priority.  One of our community partners, Mike Merringer, pointed out to Keith a 2010 article which covered a 5 year longitudinal study on maltreated children which did not find a difference between no intervention and CPS interventions.  It recommended the public health nurse model as being more effective at positive early interventions than CPS.  

Commissioner Price Johnson shared that she received correspondence from Laura Smith of the Washington Dental Foundation regarding the ABCD Program.  The program has been positively noted by the Pew Foundation.  Keith told the Board that in the past the Health Department had a dental provider who worked for us in this program but unfortunately the funding had been cut way back and that dentist has gone back to private practice.  
Public Input or Comments:  David Macys, Oak Harbor, said that the other half of the accreditation program would be to look at the practitioners of public health and the certification of personnel.  He also commented on the CPS issue and said that the commentary he has seen supports local health departments being able to do assessments to determine where our resources are working.  Rufus Rose, Four Sisters Lane, South Whidbey, said that the road near the Chief’s Club that goes past Clover Valley School has no barrier to keep autos from drifting up onto the sidewalk.  He suggested working with the Navy to correct this safety situation.  
Adjourn:  There being no further business before the Board, Chair Price Johnson adjourned the meeting at 2:31 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Health will be held on November 15, 2010 at 1:15 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room (B-102).
Submitted:___________________________                  Minutes approved this 15th day of November 2010

                Roger S. Case, MD                                        ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
                 Executive Secretary to the Board







            _____________________________________






           Helen Price Johnson, Board Chair
