 Island County Board of Health

Regular Meeting - Monday, September 20, 2010
Minutes

Members Present:  Commissioners:  Helen Price Johnson, John Dean and Angie Homola; Anne Tarrant, Whidbey General Hospital Commissioner; and, Roger S. Case, MD, Executive Secretary to the Board.
Members Absent:  Jim Slowik, Mayor of Oak Harbor and Captain Susan Lichtenstein, MSC, USN, Ex-Officio Member.
Call to Order:  Chair Helen Price Johnson called this Regular Meeting of the Island County Board of Health to order at 1:18 p.m.  
Additions or Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes or additions to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes:  The Chair called for the approval of the minutes of the August 16, 2010 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Dean moved for approval of the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Homola seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
Public Input or Comments:  There were no requests to address the Board at this time.
Presentation and Special Guest – Mary C. Selecky, Secretary of Health, Washington State Department of Health:  Keith Higman, Health Services Director, welcomed and introduced Mary Selecky, Secretary of Health.   She was accompanied by one of her staff, Marie Flake, who is the Liaison to Local Health Jurisdictions in Washington State.  Secretary Selecky began by advising of her many years prior experience working at the local public health level as Administrator of the Northeast Tri-County Health District.  She emphasized the importance of public health in the delivery of prevention services and noted that the state depends on local public health to deliver a variety of their services such as TB interventions, water quality testing, and communicable disease investigations.  She thanked the Board for supporting Keith Higman’s participation as Chair of the State Board of Health and said how valuable his expertise is.  Dr. Tom Frieden, Director of the CDC, visited Washington State recently and there was a discussion of the differences in public health issues regionally.  The CDC is working on identifying the current status of health and has identified six “winnable” battles:  smoking, HIV, teen pregnancy, motor vehicle crashes, health care acquired infections and physical activity/nutrition/food safety.   She moved on to discuss the current state budget shortfall which the Governor has addressed with instructions for across-the-board agency reductions.  She concluded by describing public health’s first 50 yeas as dedicated to clean water, increasing the number of children surviving to 5 years of age, and cleaning up sewage.  The next 50 years saw an introduction of new technologies and addressed the burden of disease.  She speculated that the next 50 year cycle may involve immunization rates, chronic disease and using available resources more strategically.  The Commissioners all commented on the difficulty and burden of the local budget choices.  Anne Tarrant asked for more information on issues that have been resolved by hospital and local health jurisdiction partnerships.  Secretary Selecky concluded by acknowledging Dr. Case as one of her public health teachers.  She ended noting that an ex-CDC official pointed out that government is the only organization that looks out for all people.
Proposed Revision to ICC Chapter 8.01 ‘Definitions and General Provisions’ and ICC Chapter 8.08B ‘Solid Waste Handling Regulations’:  Aaron Henderson, Environmental Health Director, began his review of the proposed revisions to ICC Chapter 8.01 and ICC Chapter 8.08B by explaining that many of the changes are to update Island County code to match the state regulations and are responding to the recommendations made by community process for increased efficiency.  He took the Board through the proposed changes.  At the conclusion of the review, the Chair asked the Board if they were ready to set the revision of the definitions and general provisions of the solid waste handling rules and regulations of the Island County sanitary code for public hearing.  The Board voted unanimously to set the public hearing on October 18, 2010 at 1:30 p.m.   David Macys, Oak Harbor, asked to make comment to the Board and stated that he was a member of the Environmental Health Assessment Team (EHAT), comprised of community members, that recommended these changes 5 years ago.  He commended the Board’s action.
Contracts:
Keith Higman, Health Services Director, presented the following contracts for consideration:

1.   Department of Health – 2007-2011 Consolidated Contract 
      Contract No. – C14949, Amendment No. 25
      Contract Amount:

$  3,242,456
      Amendment Amount:
$       43,884
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2.   Skagit Valley College – Skagit/Islands Head Start Consultation Program
      Contract No. HD-11-10 Revised
      Contract Amount:

$         1,500
Commissioner Homola moved that the contracts be approved as presented.  Anne Tarrant seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Health Department Report:  Keith Higman suggested that there were several articles worth reading in the monthly NALBOH (National Association of Local Boards of Health) Newsbrief distributed to Board members, including an article on accreditation which will be discussed at next month’s Board of Health meeting.  He thanked Secretary Selecky for coming and meeting with our local Board of Health.
Adjourn:  There being no further business before the Board, Chair Price Johnson adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Health will be held on October 18, 2010 at 1:15 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room (B-102).
Submitted:___________________________                  Minutes approved this 18th day of October 2010

                Roger S. Case, MD                                        ISLAND COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
                 Executive Secretary to the Board







            _____________________________________






           Helen Price Johnson, Board Chair
