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The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met in 
Regular Session on August 17, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of County 
Commissioners Hearing Room (Room # 102B), Annex Building, 1 N.E. 6th Street, Coupeville, 
Washington. John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member 
were present.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.    
 
Chairman Dean began the meeting by mentioning the challenges the County has recently faced, 
one of which was locating a new Planning Director.  He acknowledged the arrival of and 
welcomed Bob Pederson as the new Island County Planning & Community Development 
Director. 
 
The Board then recognized and thanked Mr. Higman, Interim Planning Director, who stepped in 
from his job as Health Director to also oversee the Planning Department along with Paula 
Bradshaw, Assistant Office Manager, who provided the much needed support.  
 

PUBLIC INPUT OR COMMENTS 
 
Joanna Weeks, Secretary for the Admiral’s Cove Homeowners’ Association, spoke about a long-
standing issue of an abandoned vehicle on property in the Association (hand-outs provided and 
on file with the Clerk of the Board).   Association members, she said, are concerned about liability 
and would like the vehicle removed from the property.  The Association addressed the situation 
with the resident and contacted the Sheriff and Health Department to no avail.  Of additional 
concern is existing trash on the property which is not only an eyesore to the neighborhood but 
also is dangerous   
 
Chairman Dean indicated that the Board would refer the issue to Mr. Oakes, Public Works 
Director, since he oversees matters concerning County right-of-way.  
 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Auditor  
Anne LaCour, Chief Deputy Auditor, submitted the Auditor’s written financial report for the 
period ending July, 2009, saying that the July percentage is at 58%.  Ms. LaCour briefly reviewed 
with the Board the various graphs she prepares monthly.  
 
Treasurer  
  
Linda Riffe, Treasurer, submitted the Treasurer’s written financial report for the period ending 
July 2009 with the following comments: 
 

• Community Development – Planning – Planning check fees to date for 2008 were 
$310,757.76, for 2009 $210,845.17, a difference of $99,912.59. 

• Emergency Management.  In May 2008, received was $134,664.60 from the Department 
of Homeland Security.  In 2009 to July 31, no funds were received; however, on August 
12, received was $67,764.17 which will be reflected in the August report. 

• General Service Administration.  Funds that were posted to GSA in prior years were 
reclassified to Parks and Recreation and are posted to that fund this year. 
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• Jail.  Reimbursement for room and board of prisoners has decreased $31,281.03 to date 
as compared to 2008 due to a decrease in the number of out-of-county inmates housed in 
Island County. 

• Public Defender.  Court cost reimbursement has not been paid for fiscal year 2008 (to 
date), normally paid at the end of December each year. 

• Investment Interest.  The current LGIP interest rate is holding at 0.615%.  The most 
recent economic opinions have stated the recession is at its bottom and slight 
improvement is recognized. This week the CD rates went down 25 bps with a 1-year CD 
at 1.55%; rates are subject to change on a weekly basis.  Federal Agency Notes are still 
under 1% on return.   

 
Commissioner Homola asked about the number for GSA since Parks moved from GSA in 2008 to 
the Planning Department.  Ms. Marlow will look into the question and advise. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows with the exception of 
Voucher Number 6700258, moved to the Regular Agenda for consideration:  
 
ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, PAYROLL, VOUCHERS, PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Vouchers  (War) #s 316889-317168  ………... $201,468.60 
Vouchers (War) #s 317169 ………………….. $  6,458.37 
Electronic Fund Transfers.……………………. $291,270.67 
Payroll dated…………………………………... August 14, 2009 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Personnel Action Authorizations  
 

Department PAA # Description Position # Action Eff. Date 

Human 
Services 

081/09 Human Services 
Coordinator 

2808.10 Personnel Action  
(Reduce Hours) 

09/01/09 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
Contract Collection Agreement with Whidbey Island Bank for On-Site Repair Financial 
Assistance Program (Eaton)  
 

PUBLIC WORKS 
 
County Roads 
 
Contract/Contract Bond – 2009 Whidbey Island Overlays, CRP 09-02, Work Order No. 461; 
Krieg Construction, Inc., (RM-PW-09-0339) (PW-0920-134). 
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Contract/Contract Bond – 2009 Camano Island Overlays, CRP 09-01, Work Order No. 460; 
Associated Asphalt, Inc.; (RM-PW-09-338) (PW-0920-133) 
 
Contract/Contract Bond – ARRA Funded Roadway Preservation, CRP 09-04, Work Order No. 
463; Associated Asphalt, Inc.; (RM-PW-09-0337) (PW-0920-132) 
 
Public Hearing Scheduled – September 28, 2009 – 2:15 p.m. 
Franchise #359 Maple Grove Beach Water Association; existing water distribution system; Plat 
of Maple Grove Beach-Division #1 & #2 and Plat of Maple Grove Beach – 1st Addition, Camano 
Island. (RM-PW-08-0184) (PW-0820-113) 
 
Public Hearing Scheduled – September 21, 2009 – 10:20 a.m. 
Ordinance C-98-09/R-40-09 Regulating the Speed Limit on Maxwelton Road, Amending Island 
County Code Title X, Chapter 10.01.160 (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board) 
  
Solid Waste 
 
Contract Award Recommendation – Handling and transport of Biosolids; Award to Northwest 
Liquid Transport, Inc.; Time period from 2010- 2012 with an option for two (2) additional years. 
 
Contract – Northwest Liquid Transport, Inc.; Biosolids Hauling and Application (RM-SW-09-
0199) (SW-07-09) 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 
Commissioners 
 

RESOLUTION C-99-09 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FOR 
WASHINGTON RURAL DEVELOPMENT LOAN FUND GRANT   

 
Resolution C-99-09 authorizes submittal of a grant application by Island County on behalf of 
Bayview Grocery, Inc., a subsidiary of Goosefoot Community Fund, for a $500,000 loan from the 
State’s Rural Washington Loan Fund. 
 
Ms. Marlow said in early April Ms. Hurley, Executive Director with Goosefoot Community 
Fund, approached the Board and asked that the Board submit an application for the Rural 
Washington Loan Funds.  The program is administered, she said, by the Department of 
Commerce (DOC), formerly known as CTED, and is federal funding passed through the State and 
used for economic development, job creation, and retaining jobs and businesses within the State.  
The Board held several publicized meetings, including a public hearing on August 3, 2009, to 
take comment on the application.  The Board also received e-mails in support of the effort.   
 
Goosefoot, Ms. Marlow added, has gone through a rigorous financial review by the DOC. The 
loan is for 11 years at 3-1/4% and there are three different guarantees on the advance to protect 
the County in the unforeseen event the project should fail.  She personally reviewed the financial 
statements and proformas for the Bayview Grocery Store project and the endeavor appeared to be 
a sound financial plan.  The hope is to provide approximately 20 full-time equivalent jobs, at least 
50% of those jobs to low and middle income individuals. The grocery store, itself, will attract 
business to other businesses located in the Bayview Center and will be managed by the Myers 
Group, a company with a long history of successful projects within Island County. Several years 
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ago the Myers Group operated a successful store in the same location.  One focus will be to 
feature local produce and locally made goods to support local businesses.   
 
Ms. Hurley thanked Ms. Marlow for her help with the preparation of the documents.  She 
explained the effort to be the last piece of the needed financing and noted the reason that 
Goosefoot approached the County for support was because it was unable to secure funding from 
private lenders for the loan.  Goosefoot is happy the fund exists, it is a great addition to the last 
piece to the project, and Goosefoot is hopeful the effort positively moves forward. 
  
Commissioner Price Johnson has been asked by constituents why the loan is a good idea since the 
request was denied by the bank. 
 
Ms. Hurley said that Goosefoot applied to Whidbey Island Bank; Whidbey Island Bank is the 
investor in the new market funding that Goosefoot received in 2006.  The bank already holds an 
$8 million loan with Goosefoot and therefore felt that that loan amount was sufficient.  
Additionally, the bank wanted Goosefoot to obtain the remaining money itself.  Ms. Hurley 
believes the request by the bank to obtain the money elsewhere was a test to see if, in fact, 
Goosefoot could secure the lending.  Once the County approves forwarding the application to the 
DOC the DOC will then review for approval. 
 
Because there were members in the audience who wished to express concerns about the 
application, Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment. 
 
Ed Jenkins, 6319 Wilson Place, Clinton, does not believe the effort was well publicized. While he 
has nothing negative to say about Goosefoot or the Myers Group, he does not believe the best 
decision was made not to renew a lease with an existing business.  He also does not believe that 
Goosefoot meets the qualifications for the loan (taxpayer dollars) because it is not considering a 
new business, is not retaining or creating new jobs, and pushed out a business that already paid 
taxes.  Also, he said, the wages to be paid are not at prevailing market rates and are substantially 
lower than those paid at Payless.  The money cannot be lent to create a mall nor does the project 
meet any of the objectives on the priority list for such businesses.  Mr. Jenkins would like to see 
the proformas, would like an understanding about a reserve fund if needed, and believes another 
public meeting should be held, one that is better publicized, to help answer questions about why 
taxpayer dollars for the store make sense.  A meeting of the public held by Goosefoot was also 
suggested.  Because Whidbey Island Bank would not lend the money, Mr. Jenkins is concerned 
about the viability of the project.  He asked for a delayed vote on the resolution to provide him 
and any others an opportunity to review the information. 
 
Ms. Marlow said that on July 22 and July 29 the County ran a quarter-page ad advertising the 
public hearing held on August 3 and, as a result of the publication, a good amount of public 
comment was received.   She will provide Mr. Jenkins with a copy of the ad.   Ms. Marlow also 
pointed out that the store is a for-profit entity that will pay taxes, the effort went through a four-
month rigorous process by the DOC, and none of the funds will be used for the development of a 
shopping mall.  “Development” would mean the construction of a shopping mall which is not the 
case here.  Therefore, she said, the loan does meet the criteria according to the DOC.   
 
Carlona Sawyer, Greenbank, also expressed concern of using taxpayer dollars because of the 
current economy and the County’s financial situation.  She worries that if Goosefoot defaults then 
Island County’s taxpayers will be responsible for the loan.  Reserve dollars should be in place 
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otherwise, the idea is not a good business investment for the County.  She supports Mr. Jenkins 
concerns and would also like further consideration before the Board moves the application 
forward. 
Ms. Marlow answered that Island County will sign over to the State a Promissory Note behind the 
loan.  The County will not foot the bill in the highly unlikely event the project should not go as 
planned.  Furthermore, there are three collateral arrangements that go behind the note so the State 
will also be protected. 
 
Chairman Dean commented that the Board expressed the same questions and concerns when 
considering the effort.  Island County, he agreed, will not be liable. 
 
Ms. Jenkins said that tax dollars will be funding the project, whether those dollars come from 
Island County, the federal government or the State.  Where the money comes from is not the issue 
he said; if there is enough money pledged to cover the project then why will the bank not make 
the loan.  Mr. Jenkins was curious who paid for the ads in the newspapers; he would appreciate 
the County working with the press for more regular press releases. 
 
Thomas Garrod, 2398 West Beach Road, believes it a good idea to consider funds to generate 
business and create jobs.   The question should be, does the effort generate sustainable 
meaningful jobs.  He echoed earlier concerns and hoped the Board would not approve the project 
because someone else would pay the bill. 
 
Ms. Hurley responded to the concerns expressed.  She guaranteed that wages would be 
competitive. The owners of Casey’s following negotiation chose not to renew their lease. 
Goosefoot did not want to own the grocery store and in the current economy could not find a 
grocer that had the $2 million necessary to build a new store.  Alternatives were considered to no 
avail.  The grocery store will create about 20-25 full-time equivalent jobs, more personnel than 
those employed by Casey’s, and will support the growth and maintain the strength of surrounding 
businesses.   Goosefoot’s responsibility as a landlord is to help support the entire center. 
 
Chairman Dean suggested that Goosefoot host a community meeting to address issues and 
misunderstandings expressed.  He closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
The Chairman added that the effort, in his opinion, is a healthy, helpful thing for South Whidbey.  
The concerns raised are potentially those of the public which will be answered during the DOC 
process.  The Board is not approving the loan but instead, is approving moving the application for 
the loan to the DOC who will then determine if there are some criteria not being met.  A 
partnership with the Myers Group, Chairman Dean believes, is a benefit. 
  
Commissioner Price Johnson moved approval of Resolution C-99-09 Authorizing Submission of 
Application for Washington Rural Development Loan Fund Grant.  She commented about the 
effort of public outreach saying that not only were the quarter page ads purchased in the 
newspaper but also the item has been broadcast to a wide range of people via the Board’s agenda.  
The Commissioner believes the project to be a good opportunity to restore a viable business in a 
blighted building that has created a difficult situation for people on South Whidbey.  The reports 
she has received from neighbors were positive and that the grocery store will not only support the 
businesses next door but also the local vendors who will supply goods.  Commissioner Price 
Johnson is happy that Island County can play a role to help with the economic development of the 
area.   
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Seconded by Commissioner Homola.  She added that while she appreciates the concerns 
expressed, the County finds itself in a competitive game in anything it does.  It is always a good 
use of public dollars, she believes, when one can revitalize existing urban cores. It is much more 
cost effective to build inside existing urban areas where infrastructure exists, when expansion in 
the form of urban sprawl costs taxpayers more in the long run and leaves blighted urban areas. 
The Commissioner remarked that what the Board is doing today is moving the application to the 
DOC for a more rigorous review.  When the application request is returned to the County there 
will be further meetings and additional scrutiny when reviewing the contract.  Public notification 
is something the Board is working to improve. 
 
Chairman Dean called for a vote, unanimously carried to approve Resolution C-99-09 
Authorizing Submission of Application for Washington Rural Development Loan Fund Grant.  
(Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)  
 

VOUCHER 6700258 
 

Commissioner Homola moved to approve Voucher 6700258 (funding for an indigent veteran) 
with the following comment. 
 
The State Government recognized the need to provide monetary assistance to armed service 
members as early as 1888 and the federal government adopted the Soldiers and Sailors Civil 
Relief Act In 1918.  Since then there have been many revisions at the state, federal, and local 
levels.  
 
In 1990 the Board adopted the Veterans Advisory Review Committee (VARC) to administer 
Island County Veterans Funds. 
 
The current Board recently made further revisions to enhance services to local indigent veterans.   
The Veterans Assistance Program is now housed under the Human Services Department.  The 
VARC has been replaced with a case manager by the name of Jerry Pfannenstiel.  Mr. 
Pfannenstiel has County office space in Oak Harbor on the bus route, has office equipment to 
help with his job, with provisions on Camano.  The Board heard positive comments about the 
new program. 
 
Occasionally it is necessary to approve vouchers higher than those set by policy limits.  These 
waivers are handled on a case-by-case basis by the VAB in connection with the Human Services 
Department.  However the Auditor pointed out that the language in the current policy recently 
adopted did not provide coverage for a waiver.  A work group, therefore, was created to revise the 
policy to provide for leverage for the occasional necessary waivers. 
 
Presently before the Board is this voucher, in excess of what would be typically covered in the 
policy.  Commissioner Homola offered Mr. Pfannenstiel an opportunity to explain the necessity 
of a higher voucher.  
 
Mr. Pfannenstiel said he investigated the claim for about two weeks before sending it to the 
Auditor for payment.  At first he planned to recommend denial because it did not appear that the 
funding would help the family with their current situation.  The spouse of the veteran, however, 
recently obtained gainful employment through a second job.  The family remains indigent, below 
the income guidelines, so he stands by the recommendation.  Mr. Pfannenstiel acknowledged the 
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clause in the policy that says the fund cannot pay over a certain amount per year but he believes, 
regardless, that the procedure allows him to determine the amount of assistance to provide 
indigent veterans.  He authored that specific clause in the policy and it was his intent to be able to 
exceed the limits if necessary.  Mr. Pfannenstiel looked back to 2004 and discovered that excess 
limits, in the past, were paid.  His decision to recommend approval was based on those past 
payments.   He said the Board of Commissioners 2-1/2 years ago decided not to make the VAB 
part of the process for approval or denial of claims.  As a courtesy to the VAB, however, Mr. 
Pfannenstiel is in contact with the Chairman of the VAB once a week to discuss similar items.  
He has a verbal approval of the VAB for this claim. 
 
Commissioner Homola believes that was the intent of the RCWs, that the service organization 
representatives create the Veteran’s Advisory Board and assist the counties in how to distribute 
the money.  She is appreciative of Mr. Pfannenstiel’s effort to keep the collaborative intact.  Since 
checks and balances in the policy are important the Commissioner will make sure the issue is 
addressed when looking at the guidelines.   She noted that the Board has discussed with Ms. 
Marlow about how to move forward with assessing the tax on an annul basis so the program is 
standardized rather than infrequent for budgetary purposes.  The Prosecutor, Auditor, and Budget 
Director will ultimately review the proposal. 
 
Commissioner Price Johnson appreciated the effort of the work group to move the issue forward 
in order to avoid similar situations in the future. 
 
Chairman Dean called for a vote, unanimously carried to approve Voucher 6700258. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Public Works – County Roads 

 
FRANCHISE # 352 - CHERIE IVERSON FOR A SEWER  

TRANSPORT/COLLECTION LINE 
 

At 11:16 a.m. Chairman Dean opened a public hearing to consider Franchise # 352 with Cherie 
Iverson for a sewer transport collection line. 
 
Mr. Oakes said the sewer transport line is for a single family home in an off-site drain field 
located in Penn Cove in Secs. 21/28, Twp 32N, R 1E.  All applicable departments have conducted 
review and Mr. Oakes recommended approval. 
 
Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment and there being none, public comment was 
closed. 
 
By unanimous motion the Board approved Franchise # 352 with Cherie Iverson for a sewer 
transport collection line. (RM-PW-09-0247) (PW-0920-112). 
 

FRANCHISE # 374 – TRANSFER OF EXISTING SEWER  
TRANSPORT/COLLECTION LINE 

 
The Chairman opened a public hearing to consider a transfer of an existing sewer 
transport/collection line, Franchise # 374. 
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Mr. Oakes said the franchise transfers the holder of the franchise from Mr. Dill to Mr. Davis, 
encompassing portions of Larson Drive and Sunday Drive in the Plat of Sunrise Hills, Divisions I 
and II located on Whidbey Island, Sec. 5, Twp 33N, R 2E.  Departments reviewed the request and 
Mr. Oakes recommended approval. 
 
Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment and there being none, public comment was 
closed. 
 
By unanimous motion the Board approved Franchise # 374. (RM-PW-09-0250) (PW-0920-115) 
 

ORDINANCE C-91-09/R-36-09 REGULATING SPEED LIMIT ON WEST BEACH 
ROAD, AMENDING ISLAND COUNTY CODE TITLE X., CHAPTER 10.01 

 
Chairman Dean opened a public hearing to consider Ordinance C-91-09/R-36-09 Regulating 
Speed Limit on West Beach Road. 
 
Mr. Oakes said the proposed ordinance as drafted will move the 40 MPH zone existing on West 
Beach Road further south, 1500 feet north of its intersection with Fort Nugent, coinciding with 
the beginning of the northbound downgrade at the Sandusky portion of the road, known locally as 
Sandusky Hill. 
 
Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment. 
 
GayLynn Beighton, 2507 West Beach Road, provided the Board with her written comments as to 
why she and her husband believe the speed limit should be reduced and why the Board should 
approve the ordinance for the safety of West Beach Road.  (For complete text see comments on file 
with the Clerk of the Board) 
 

• The existing 40 MPH zone at sea level should be extended south on West Beach Road to 
the intersection of Fort Nugent Road and strictly enforced. 

• The Board should not allow West Beach Road to be a default arterial road for north/south 
bound commuters and trucks. 

• Northbound traffic on West Beach Road should be given ample notice that the road speed 
is dropping before the change is missed to turn east onto the safer Fort Nugent Road. 

• Rumble strips could be installed with conservative width shoulders that will not require 
the loss of existing trees or their source of water the entire distance of the hill as opposed 
to the contemplated 6’ wide shoulders, which will have clearly foreseeable adverse 
environmental impacts.  The area at the bottom of the hill is a critical area with an 
actively eroding bluff posted as “DANGER HAZARDOUS BLUFF” with less than 50 
feet width between the edge of the road and the edge of the bluff. 

• The cost/benefit analysis of installing culverts, building retaining walls, moving 
telephone poles, removing trees (by both the county and PSE) and installing 6’ shoulders 
should be compared to installing pervious rumble strips plus modest pervious shoulders 
that will not require retaining walls and culverts in concert with diverting commuters and 
truckers onto alternate, safer roads. 

 
Leal Dickson, 2369 West Beach Road, supports the reduction in the speed limit for safety and 
noise reasons.  He also echoed Ms. Beighton’s comments. 
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Elizabeth Booth, 2175 West Beach Road, also echoed Ms. Beighton’s statement.  A lower speed 
would enhance the safety feature of the hill. 
 
Gerald Pitsch, 2527 West Beach Road, thought the speed limit was regulated by the conditions or 
the congestion of the road.  If the speed limit at 50 is safe for the road then why is the County 
spending money to widen the road and installing guardrails?  He believes such action would trap 
pedestrians and bikers between the cars and the guardrail.  He strongly recommended reducing 
the speed limit to 40 MPH. 
 
Vera Pitsch, 2527 West Beach Road, concurred with Ms. Beighton’s remarks. 
 
Lynda Jonas, 2567 West Beach Road, spoke on behalf of Kerry Phelps, 2545 West Beach Road, a 
neighbor who could not attend the public hearing.  Both are in favor of reducing the speed limit.   
Ms. Jonas reiterated how dangerous the lower strip of the road is where she lives.  With very 
young children she is shocked at the speed limit where such short driveways exist. 
 
Thomas Garrod, 2398 West Beach Road, believes there are sufficient reasons to lower the speed 
limit based on safety concerns.  Mr. Oakes said the issue is one of science.  Mr. Garrod said, 
instead, that the issue is one of policy. 
 
Chairman Dean closed the public comment portion of the hearing. 
 
Commissioner Homola moved approval of Ordinance C-91-09/R-36-09 Regulating Speed Limit 
on West Beach Road, seconded by Commissioner Price Johnson. 
 
Commissioner Price Johnson appreciated the dynamic presentation by those in attendance.  It 
does seem to make sense to her, with County property at the base of the hill, to consider carefully 
the situation.  She believes that the traffic engineers do an outstanding job and have provided 
excellent information about the available choices.  The Board’s job, however, is to consider the 
community’s voice and concern. 
 
Commissioner Homola also supports County staff and appreciates the work they do.  Regardless, 
the Board must attempt to consider the bigger picture.  She feels strongly about maintaining the 
Island’s quality of life, especially at a time when the population is increasing, so would like to see 
the speed limit changed for the reasons indicated.  The Commissioner determined that the stretch 
of West Beach Road from one 40 MPH area to the other 40 MPH is about seven miles, saving 
about 1.67 minutes; the stretch on the hill amounted to 10.2 seconds.  Additionally the area is a 
Habitat of Local Importance at the bottom of the hill.  Mr. Oakes, she said, now has Parks under 
his wing and will be working this year to create a Parks ordinance that will identify such areas 
and what they mean to the community. 
 
Chairman Dean has thought about the speed limit on West Beach Road for a couple of years as he 
commutes to and from Camano.  He does not believe the road is safe when approaching the 
bottom of the hill.  Ordinarily he would side with science, he respects the opinion of the 
engineers, but this is one of the very few times he would go against that advice.  He supports the 
ordinance.  
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Chairman Dean restated the motion and called for a vote, unanimously carried to approve 
Ordinance C-91-09/R-36-09 Regulating Speed Limit on West Beach Road Amending Island 
County Code Title X., Chapter 10.01. (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board) 
 

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Helen Price Johnson 
 

• Freeland Subarea Planning 
 
There was a request for a postal notification to property owners just within the zones being 
affected, amounting to about 95 residents, to advise of the ongoing Subarea Planning process and 
to encourage participation.  Direction to the County’s website would also be provided where 
information is available concerning the Freeland Community Forum and calendar of future dates.  
The cost of the mailing would amount to about $40.   
 
Commissioner Homola understood there to be one person on the committee who felt that only the 
people inside the NMUGA should receive notice and others who felt that all of Freeland should 
receive notice because everyone is affected.  There was heated debate at the meeting she attended 
about who should and should not have a vote.  Apparently there was someone who was willing to 
pay for the postage.  She believes maybe it a good idea to determine how many people will be 
affected and what the cost would be.  It would be concerning to her that only those inside the 
NMUGA receive notice. 
 
Commissioner Price Johnson said there would be many hundreds of people if a mailing went to 
everyone.  So far there has been extensive coverage in the newspaper, an option to the broader 
community, and also the posting of signs at the post office would be another alternative.  She 
believes there are ways to broadcast the information without the process being cost prohibitive.  
The effort is a multi-year process in the Freeland area and Commissioner Price Johnson is not in 
favor of a private person covering the postage for something the County is instituting.  She is 
more comfortable paying for postage that amounts to $40 at this point.  The information was 
provided at all the public forums, she has sent out a number of private e-mails, and can certainly 
do more.  The Chamber is also well-engaged.    
 
Commissioner Homola asked about the “process.”  If the effort is a Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment which is the adoption of codes, then there are rules concerning notification; that is, 
notification to those within and in the surrounding area within 300 feet.  Mr. Tate, she said, was 
going to review the policy.  She believes the notice should be in compliance with what happens in 
the Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  The representative, whether that be Mr. Tate or Mr. 
Pederson, should verify what type of public notification was provided and if a piece is missing, 
then the County should follow the protocols and policies and mail accordingly.  The process is 
confusing because the NMUGA was adopted long ago but now has come the process of writing 
the guidelines so there was, perhaps, a disconnect in terms of moving forward. 
 
Commissioner Price Johnson said it is her understanding that convening the community at this 
point is a preliminary step to provide input, prior to the issue going to the Planning Committee.  
She in no way wants to circumvent the public process.  She hears Commissioner Homola to say 
there is agreement for some type of mailing that would alert people to the process, then direction 
would come from Mr. Tate or Mr. Pederson as to how to move forward based on what has been 
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done prior.  The request Commissioner Price Johnson received was for the hope of an expedited 
mailing.  
 
The Board agreed to put the issue in the hands of the planning director to make the call and move 
it forward. 
 

PRESENTATION BY WASHINGTON COUNTIES RISK POOL 
 
Representatives from the Washington Counties Risk Pool provided an update on the Risk Pool’s 
current status and programs, and Island County’s contribution as a member of the Risk Pool. 
 
Messrs. Goldsmith and Hill provided a Power Point presentation, describing the structure and 
purpose of the Risk Pool.  They also talked about the upcoming changes that resulted from the 
Washington Counties Risk Pool’s recent Annual Meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 12:52 p.m.   
The Board will meet next in Regular Session on August 24, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
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