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BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

FEBRUARY 2, 2009 – REGULAR SESSION

The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met in Regular Session on February 2, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room (Room # 102B), Annex Building, 1 N.E. 6th Street, Coupeville, Washington. John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member were present.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
PUBLIC INPUT OR COMMENTS

Becky Spraitzar, 37353 SR 20, Oak Harbor, represents a non-profit group for the benefit of property owners located in the Accident Potential Zone covered by Ordinance C-87-07 [PLG-017-07].  Ms. Spraitzar asked the Commissioners to consider a thorough review of the ordinance, a request of the Board she could not make prior to a decision by the Growth Management Hearings Board on the appeal. As it stands the ordinance violates the constitutional rights of property owners thereby exposing, in her opinion, liability issues if the matter is not opened again to public comment.  At the very least she requests a meeting between the Board and her group.  [Hand-outs provided and on file with the Clerk of the Board:  Pre-Hearing Brief submitted to the Growth Management Hearings Board, Washington State Department of Transportation Air Force and Compatibility Land Use Manual, CTED’s Citizen Participation and Public Process]
Commissioner Homola remarked there has been conversation to re-visit the issue and she shares the concerns of community members who live in the Accident Potential Zone.  Commissioner Homola met with Captain Gerral David and he is interested in having some dialogue and taking a look at how the Navy might work with the County.  She looks forward to a meeting in some capacity in the near future.
Chairman Dean commented that the Board will hold a public forum on general issues of District 3 and all of Whidbey and Camano on February 18 at the Heller Road Fire Station, at which time this topic could be discussed.  

Jason Joiner, 217 Fort Casey Road, Coupeville, addressed the Board concerning former Commissioner McDowell’s offer to remain a liaison between the Island County Commission, its constituents, the Navy base, and Pentagon.  It came to his attention of the abandoning of a nearly two decades old relationship between the former Commissioner, NAS Whidbey and the Pentagon; he expressed his concern believing the motive to be political.   NAS Whidbey is foundational in the Island’s economy, job market, the growth taking place at the base over the coming years, the number of civilian jobs that will be infused into Island County as a result, and in Mr. Joiner’s opinion it would be in everyone’s best interest to maintain the relationship between former Commissioner McDowell, the County, and NAS Whidbey.
Chairman Dean responded he agrees that former Commissioner McDowell has many ties and a background with the military and Pentagon.  He believes, however, that an important step for the current Board is to take some responsibility for reaching out to the navy base which the Board is in the process of doing.  Speaking personally he said it is not a political decision but rather, it is a matter of three people being elected to do a job that they want to do and are capable of doing.    He assured Mr. Joiner that the Board is committed to reaching out to the necessary people to make sure the navy understands the Board is supportive of its mission and its place in Oak Harbor.
Mr. Joiner wondered if it would be a good idea to keep a relationship with former Commissioner McDowell while the Board is establishing new relationships.  He suggested piggy-backing on some of the foundation and connections the former Commissioner has in place.

Commissioner Homola commented that Mr. Joiner’s concern is very much her concern as well.  She visited with Captain David and they discussed whether this is a good year to go to the Pentagon to talk about base closure.  She said that her husband is a commander in the United States Navy so she is not unaware of the relationship, concern, and the need to look at the importance of the navy base and Oak Harbor’s economic base.  Commissioner Homola also met with Mayor Slowik and understands that the League of Cities meets once a year in D.C; a contingent from the City of Oak Harbor will be making that visit this year.  She requested of the City that she be kept abreast of any relevant information and advised that she would do likewise.  If there is a good opportunity for her to attend this year she will but it must be for a good reason and it must be financially wise to do so.  She is aware that BRAC is not considered every year and this is a not a BRAC year which Captain David confirmed.  She assured Mr. Joiner that she will do her job.  She welcomes anyone, including former Commissioner McDowell, to volunteer in whatever capacity possible for the good of everyone.
CONSENT AGENDA

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows with the exception of Voucher # 9280016, removed from consideration:
ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, PAYROLL, VOUCHERS, PAYMENT OF BILLS

	Vouchers  (War)  #s 304723-304959 ………...
	$378,370.94

	Voucher (War) # 304960 ……………………..
	$
     128.70

	Electronic Fund Transfers.……………………
	$
  1,209.37

	Payroll dated…………………………………..
	January 30, 2009


MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Special Sessions: 11/26 & 12/29/08

Regular Sessions: 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22/08 & 1/5/09
HUMAN RESOURCES
Personnel Action Authorizations

	Department
	PAA #
	Description
	Position #
	Action
	Eff. Date

	Public Works 
	016/09
	Equipment Operator I Coupeville
	2239.03
	Replacement Position 
	02/02/09

	
	017/09
	Laborer II – Bayview
	2244.19
	Personnel Action       
	12/16/08


PUBLIC HEALTH
Contract with Balanced Action Inc. – Database Development.  Amendment to correct omission of support and maintenance descriptive language.  Contract No. HD-24-06, Amendment No. 2; Contract Amount:  $86,100, Amendment Amount:  $-0- (RM-HLTH-06-139)

PUBLIC WORKS
County Roads

Temporary Construction Easement with Shawn Krueger & Jennifer Reetz; Frostad Road Improvements; CRP 96-06B, WO #209; Parcel 304-2250; Sec. 81, Twp 33N., R 2E  (PW-0820-127)
LIQUOR LICENSE
Application for Special Occasion Liquor License No. 092074 by the Meerkerk Rhododendron Gardens for a special occasion to be held March 7, 2009 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Fireseed Hall, 6051 Coles Rd., Langley, WA
REGULAR AGENDA
Treasurer

RESOLUTION C-05-09 CANCELLATION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 
TAXES FOUR OR MORE YEARS DELINQUENT
RESOLUTION C-06-09 CANCELLATION OF UNCOLLECTIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES AS OF FEBRUARY 2009
Resolution C-05-09, according to Ms. Riffe, is the annual request for cancellation of personal property taxes.  The one item noted that is four or more years delinquent was not removed from the Assessor’s tax roles so therefore must go through the court to be removed and will be handled by Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Dave Jamieson. 
Resolution C-06-09 addresses uncollectible personal property taxes.  With the exception of a mobile destroyed in 2007 the remainder of the proposed write-offs is businesses that went out of business.  
By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-05-09 Cancellation of Personal Property Taxes Four or More Years Delinquent and Resolution C-06-09 Cancellation of Uncollectible Personal Property Taxes as of February 2009.
Veteran’s Assistance Claims

Veteran’s Assistance Fund.  Claim #V9-1 in the amount of $128.70 approved by unanimous motion of the Board, as recommended by the Veterans Assistance Review Committee [emergency financial assistance to eligible veterans; names and specific circumstances are confidential].
Commissioner Homola said she had an opportunity to meet with Ms. Kemp and Mr. Mason to talk about moving the program to Human Services, which would provide a better safety net to those involved.  She thanked Ms. Marlow for her help in bringing the idea to fruition.   
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Prosecuting Attorney
HEARING HELD: ORDINANCE C-01-09 IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING THE ISLAND COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DISTRICTING PLAN, CHAPTER 1.12 ICC, TO ADJUST ALLOCATIONS FOR THE OAK HARBOR MUNICIPAL COURT DEPARTMENT RESOURCE AND COST ALLOCATIONS  
At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Dean opened a public hearing to consider Ordinance C-01-09 In the Matter of Amending the Island County District Court Districting Plan, Chapter 1.12 ICC, to Adjust Allocations for the Oak Harbor Municipal Court Department Resource and Cost Allocations.
Prosecuting Attorney Greg Banks provided some background saying that the Districting Committee is a statutory committee of the County established for the purpose of apportioning the time of District Court and establishing District Court districts (Island County has only one district in the County).  Some portion of District Court’s time is provided to the Municipal Courts of Oak Harbor, Coupeville, and Langley.  Oak Harbor approached the County in the latter part of 2008 indicating that it wanted to establish its own Municipal Court.  In order to do that an amendment was required to the Districting Plan requiring two things: (1) the County and City amended the Interlocal Agreement (contract) between the County and City of Oak Harbor setting a sunset date for that arrangement of 2010; and, (2) amendment to the Districting Plan which makes the Districting Plan consistent with the contractual agreement with the City.  The ordinance also revises the percentage of District Court resources that the City of Oak Harbor uses and then sets its payment to the County accordingly.  The ordinance will codify the arrangements as required by statute.

The Districting Committee met on January 9 and at that time the committee prepared the proposed ordinance before the Board.  Mr. Banks, on behalf of the committee, recommends adoption.      
Chairman Dean opened the floor to public comment and there being none, public comment was closed.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Ordinance C-01-09 In the Matter of Amending the Island County District Court Districting Plan, Chapter 1.12 ICC, to Adjust Allocations for the Oak Harbor Municipal Court Department Resource and Cost Allocations.
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LETTER TO NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND NORTHWEST
Commissioner Homola remarked that she received a disk containing the Environmental Impact Study/Overseas Environmental Impact Study about two weeks ago and she attended the presentation in Oak Harbor by those parties involved in preparing the EIS.  She said there were glitches in the computer system in that the system was shut down for about six days which made it unavailable to citizens for public comment.  The document, with two parts, is well over 1000 pages and is complex.  In her opinion it would be a good gesture to extend the public comment period in the interest of the navy and local citizens.  Commissioner Homola therefore prepared a letter requesting the extension, on behalf of the Board, because the issue affects everyone.

By unanimous motion the Board approved signature of a letter to Naval Facilities Engineering Command Northwest Requesting Extension to Public Comment Period on the Northwest Training Range Complex Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement. Currently comments must be received by February 11, 2009; the letter requests an extension to February 28.
 Miscellaneous Remarks
Commissioner Price Johnson mentioned that the Puget Sound Partnership put together draft legislation for consideration in order to arrive at a funding model for the action agenda.  The Puget Sound Partnership, however, has since pulled that proposed legislation deciding that now is not the time to create something so complex that requires regional funding.  Though there is some money in the Governor’s budget for funding Puget Sound Partnership action items, the legislation will not be coming forward for the proposed regional taxing district at this time.
Commissioner Price Johnson will be meeting with Rural and Coastal Caucus members in Olympia February 5.  Also occurring that week is training for new commissioners February 4 and on February 5 and 6 a Legislative Rally where members of WSAC will be on the hill addressing concerns with legislators.  

Meetings of the Board

· February 3 at 9:00 a.m. - Staff session 
· February 7 at 8:00 a.m. – Special Session: Annual “Sound Waters–A One Day University” presented by the WSU Island County Beach Watchers at Coupeville High School
There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m. The Board will meet next in Regular Session on February 12, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
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