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BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

JUNE 15, 2009 – REGULAR SESSION

The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met in Regular Session on June 15, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room (Room # 102B), Annex Building, 1 N.E. 6th Street, Coupeville, Washington. John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member were present.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Public Input or Comments
Carmella Fatland, 892 Henry Lane, Camano, phone number 387.7607, requested the Board provide her with all documents related to the purchase of the Hieb property (Henry Hollow on Camano) including correspondence and earnest money agreement.  She asked that the documents be provided for her review at the Camano Annex and wondered about the protocol when the County is intending to purchase property, who authorized the payment of earnest money and where did the funds come from for the purchase.  She asked if the County would be subject to the same rules and regulations as anyone who wished to develop property pointing out that Camano Island State Park is no longer open for clam digging due to the number of people who have decimated the beach.  She urged the Board not to allow public access and to consider what public access may do to the environment.

Chairman Dean explained that the County was offered the property and there was a desire to acquire the land for public access to the beach.  There currently are no plans for development but if and when that decision is made, public participation would be solicited and the County would be subject to the same rules and regulations as the public. Chairman Dean reminded Ms. Fatland that at this point the County has conducted site visits but there has not been any discussion about specific plans for a park and how the property might be defined as a park.  Those questions are about five to 10 years out.  The goal for the Board now is merely to acquire the property.  Preliminary discussions have included conversation about buffers, tree plantings, and how to minimize any impact to the neighborhood.  The Chairman mentioned that the Citizen’s Advisory Board (Conservation Futures Funding) recommended that the Commissioners return the application back to staff for re-evaluation and revision with the latest information then hold a public meeting for the neighbors.

Funding included $100,000 for closing costs (from Real Estate Excise Taxes), $300,000 allocated from the State, potential Conservation Futures Funds, and also the possibility of bonding.  The Board at the time (John Dean, Chairman, Wm. L. McDowell, Member, and Helen Price Johnson, Member) authorized the payment of earnest money with the closing documents signed in early December.    
Ms. Fatland also asked about a particular noxious weed along the Mark Clark Bridge.   Since there was no one in the audience to answer that question Ms. Fatland was informed that someone from WSU would get back to her with an answer.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

Auditor 

Anne LaCour, Chief Deputy Auditor, submitted the Auditor’s written financial report for the period ending May 31, 2009.   Included is the recent amendment decreasing the 2009 budget by slightly over $1 million bringing the numbers in line with current expense revenue.  Expenditures for current expense are in line with the budget at 42%; revenue remains below budget.  Commissioner Price Johnson would appreciate the information in chart form if that can be easily done.
Treasurer 

Linda Riffe, Treasurer, submitted the Treasurer’s written financial report for the period ending May 31, 2009.  
· Community Development – Planning:  Plan check fees to date for 2008 were $214,432.65 and for 2009, $132,537.70, a different of $81,894.95.

· Building Permits:  Revenue to date for 2008 was $450,088.44.  In 2009, the figure was $245,534.27, a difference of $204,554.17.

· Emergency Management:  In May 2008 received was $134,664.60 from the Department of Homeland Security.  In 2009 to date, no funds have been received.

· Jail:  Reimbursement for room and board of prisoners decreased $20,362.68.

· Public Defender:  Court cost reimbursement not paid for fiscal year 2008 (to date).  The last court cost reimbursement was paid in December 2007 for FY 2007.

· Investment Interest.  Investment interest returns reflect the adjustment recommended by the Treasurer based on the anticipated investment interest for 2009.  As investments mature at the higher interest rates locked in from earlier investments, reinvesting those funds at the lower rates today have impacted the anticipated returns significantly.  

· Note: The current LGIP interest rate is 0.615%.  State Treasurer announced that it was anticipated that the LGIP rate would drop to 0.50% or lower by August before going up again.  The Fed Fund Rate is currently 0.19% and the investment rates follow the Fed Fund Rate downward.  The projections for the Fed Fund Rate through 2010 is to hold around 0.20%   Ms. Riffe met with Whidbey Island Bank officials and has begun investing in CDs with the bank at rates that are well above the LGIP and Federal Agency Notes at 1.74% for one year (lower for shorter periods of time).  For short-term, liquid funds, the LGIP is the best investment tool at this time.
CONSENT AGENDA

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows: 

ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, PAYMENT OF BILLS

	Vouchers  (War)  #s 313004-313217 ………...
	$336,875.25

	Electronic Fund Transfers.…………………….
	$206,331.44


MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Work Sessions: April 1 and April 8, 2009

Special Sessions: March 30, 31 (Budget) and 31 (Public Forum) and April 17, 2009
Emergency Session: April 3, 2009

Regular Sessions: April 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2009
HUMAN RESOURCES

Personnel Action Authorizations 

	Department
	PAA #
	Description
	Position #
	Action
	Eff. Date

	Prosecuting Attorney
	070/09
	Deputy Prosecuting Attorney II – Felony
	1814.00
	Personnel Action

Change of Status
	06/15/09


HUMAN SERVICES

Amendment No. 4 to Contract with DSHS/Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) changing language within the existing Exhibit A – Budget. Contract No. 0763-20841-04; Amendment Amount: $0 (RM-HS-09-0232)

PUBLIC WORKS

County Roads   

Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus – WSDOT; Hastie Lake Road & Zylstra Road Intersection Improvements; Funding through Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP); CRP 09-06, WO 458; $238,000.00 (Federal)
Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus – WSDOT; Island County Low-Cost Run-off Road Safety Improvements; Funding through HSIP; CRP 09-08, WO 465; $350,000.00 (Federal)
Public Hearing Scheduled – July 6, 2009 – 10:15 a.m. 

Franchise #358 – Transfer of existing sewer distribution system, Franchise #368 (O’Leary) to Joseph M. & Debra A. Perez; Holmes View Drive; Plat of Saratoga Beach Division No. 5; Secs. 14/23, Twp 30N, R 2E. (PW-0920-92) (RM-PW-09-0205)
Public Hearing Scheduled – July 6, 2009 – 10:15 a.m. 

Franchise #188R – Renewal; Forest Hills Park Water Association; existing water distribution system; Moss Lane and Fern Place, Plat of Forest Hills Park; Sec. 32, Twp 33N, R 1E. (PW-0920-94) (RM-PW-09-0208)
Public Hearing Scheduled – July 6, 2009 – 10:15 a.m. 

Franchise #373 – Transfer of existing sewer distribution system, Franchise #278 (C. Kelley) to Thomas A. Palla; Surf Paradise Drive, Plat of Surf Paradise and portion of North Bluff Road; Sec. 4, Twp 30N, R 2E. (PW-0920-104) (RM-PW-09-0228)
LIQUOR LICENSES

Application for Special Occasion Liquor License No. 092691 by the Matanho Project for a special occasion to be held June 20, 2009 from 12:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at the Island  County Fairgrounds (Enclosed area), 819 Camano Ave., Langley

New Application for Liquor License No. 404999-6E by Eric Murphy, Diane H. Kaufman and David G. Ott Jr., d/b/a Swede Hill Cellars LLC, 3436 Swede Hill Rd., Ste. B, Clinton, WA  98236-8815

REGULAR AGENDA

GSA Property Management

RESOLUTION C-76-09 AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO TRUST LAND TRANSFER LEASES WITH THE WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

When the Board last week approved the leases it was unknown to staff that DNR had changed its procedure with respect to signature of those leases.  To complete the process a resolution adopted by the Board is needed indicating that the Chairman is authorized to sign those leases.
By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-76-09 Authorization to Enter into Trust Land Transfer Leases with the Washington State Department of Natural Resources. (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
RESOLUTION C-75-09 PROCLAIMING JUNE 22-28, 2009 AS 
AMATEUR RADIO WEEK
Chairman Dean recognized several members in the audience who attended in support of the resolution, thanking them for their work during major emergencies.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-75-09 Proclaiming June 22-28, 2009 as Amateur Radio Week.

REQUEST FOR EXCEPTION TO LEAVE PAY-OUT POLICY

Mr. Larson requested Board exception to the annual leave pay-out policy in order to pay an employee for hours lost amounting to $4,165.  Typically an employee, prior to leaving, would schedule time to use any accrued annual leave but that opportunity was not available under the emergency lay-off due to budget circumstances.  Mr. Larson read for the Board the applicable section of the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual, 2.01.030.E.
Commissioner Homola supported the request in light of the Board’s urgent budget reductions.  This particular individual spent many years with the County and was not given sufficient notice to use her leave prior to termination.

Commissioner Homola moved to approve the request for exception to Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual section 2.01.030.E.  Commissioner Price Johnson seconded the motion with the understanding that this is a one-time event and precedent is not set on waiving the policy into the future; that this particular situation is an unusual circumstance and specific to that circumstance the exception is appropriate.  Unanimously carried.

Chairman Dean

· He would like to be excused for the morning portion of the July 1 Work Session in order to attend a Highway 532 “groundbreaking” and tree planting ceremony in Stanwood.
Commissioner Price Johnson

· Will be in Ellensburg July 6 and 7 for family obligations and likewise would like to be excused from the July 6 meeting of the Board.
· She and Commissioner Homola represented Island County at the banquet for the Washington State Engineer’s Group where Mr. Oakes was named as Washington State Engineer of the Year.  The Chairman of that organization will come to Island County at a future date for that presentation.

· Will meet with Mukilteo officials tomorrow, at Mukilteo, to talk about the commuter parking issue.  A community meeting is scheduled Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at Clinton Hall to address the same issue.  In attendance are expected Senator Mary Margaret Haugen, officials from Washington State Ferries and WSDOT, and the Mayor and council members of the City of Mukilteo.

· Also on Wednesday there will be a meeting of the South Whidbey Parks and Recreation District wherein the District will be taking action about whether to enter into a contract with the Department of Fish and Wildlife for management of the fresh water parks on South Whidbey.

· The steering committee for the Freeland Planning effort is also meeting on Wednesday at Trinity.

· The fourth of a series of public forums is scheduled for this evening at Grigwire Hall at the Lutheran Church in Freeland.

Commissioner Homola

· CTED will meet in Mount Vernon tomorrow to discuss reconfiguration of the department.  If Mr. Higman cannot attend Commissioner Homola will.
· Visited Camano on Saturday and experienced citizen participation at its best while working on the restoration of Kristopherson Creek for Salmon restoration.  She also visited the Camano City Schoolhouse and attended the CASA rummage sale for the benefit of the animal shelter.
· Recent WSAC meetings in Tri-Cities were beneficial because sharing conversations with other county organizations from the State provides a voice for Island County.
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCED

Chairman Dean announced that the Board would briefly recess then reconvene in Executive Session as allowed under RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) to review the performance of a public employee.  The Executive Session will take place in the Administration Building, Second Floor, Conference Room #218, is anticipated to last approximately 30 minutes, and no announcement was expected following Executive Session.

There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. following Executive Session.  The Board will meet next in Regular Session at 11:00 a.m. on June 22, 2009 for Roundtable followed by agenda items at 2:00 p.m.
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