




9

                                                  
BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

JANUARY 12, 2009 – REGULAR SESSION

The Board of Island County Commissioners (including Diking Improvement District #4) met in Regular Session on January 12, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room (Room # 102B), Annex Building, 1 N.E. 6th Street, Coupeville, Washington. John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member were present.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
PUBLIC INPUT OR COMMENTS
Dave Crawford, 5974 Campbell Lake Road, Anacortes [hand-out provided and on file with the Clerk of the Board] congratulated Commissioners Homola and Price Johnson on their remarkable victories.  

Mr. Crawford said that after a long planning and approval process the Deception Pass Bridge was completed in July 1935 in one year’s time for $304,000 by the Puget Sound Bridge Company.  The bridge carried about 5 million vehicles a year and, in addition, contained two large water lines from Anacortes to Oak Harbor and the navy base.  The bridge has been a great benefit to Whidbey, not only for traffic and water but also as a tourist attraction.  It is, however, aging and must be replaced.  Mr. Crawford would like to see the bridge replaced with wider 12-foot lanes and four or five foot sidewalks.  Bike lanes would also be appreciated to finish out the remainder of the State Route 20 upgrades.  
The North Whidbey Access Feasibility Study completed in May of 2001 estimated that the bridge must be removed for 1-1/2 years for replacement, an action that would be harmful to Whidbey.  Mr. Crawford believes that had prior action been taken to conduct an Environmental Impact Study along with appropriate permits the project would be shovel ready. The undertaking should be funded with federal dollars because over 1/8th of the population of Island County consists of the navy base.  The 2001 study estimated the cost of a six-mile bridge from Strawberry Point to Exit 215 on I-5 at $260.3 million; adjusted for inflation the amount would be a little more than $400 million. 
Mr. Crawford remarked that the Island needs a second bridge connecting to Camano with bike lanes and water lines for Oak Harbor backup, perhaps down to Coupeville.  
Chairman Dean commented that he appreciates Mr. Crawford keeping the issue alive.  The Chairman is not sure he will see the bridge in his lifetime but it is something, eventually, everyone will need to face.  

Employee Award PRESENTATIONS

EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARDS
	Department
	Employee
	No Years

	Assessor
	Ron Telles
	25

	Commissioners
	Pam Dill
	15

	Facilities
	Kim Weatherford
	10

	Health
	Cara McLachlan
	10

	Public Works
	Joantha Guthrie
	5

	Sheriff
	Sandi Cordell
	5

	Sheriff
	Shawn Warwick
	15


CONSENT AGENDA

By unanimous motion the Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows with the exception of Item No. 6(b) Award of Rural County Economic Development Sales Tax Funds for 2008, Port District of South Whidbey Island – South Whidbey Harbor Expansion and Improvement, pulled from the agenda and Item No. 5 Consideration of an appointment as a District 1 representative to the Island County Planning Commission moved to the Regular Agenda for discussion:
ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, VOUCHERS, PAYMENT OF BILLS

	Vouchers (War) 2008 #s 303253-303430 ……. 

Vouchers (War) 2009 #s 303213-303252 …….
	$198,570.60
$47,609.50

	Electronic Fund Transfers.…………………….
	$183,882.51


APPOINTMENTS AND/OR REAPPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

Island County Planning Commissioner
Resignation of Alan Schell as a District 2 representative on the Island County Planning Commission

COMMISSIONERS

Award of Rural County Economic Development Sales Tax Funds for 2008:

a) Freeland Water & Sewer District – Freeland Sewer Project Phase 1 $2,500,000 lump sum payout and $100,000 annually for 20 years

b) Economic Development Council - $67,000

Letter of Support for Northwest Agriculture Business Center’s Rural Business Enterprise Grant Application request to fund the development of a USDA meat processing facility in Stanwood
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

Public Hearing Scheduled – February 2, 2009 – 10:15 a.m.  
Ordinance C-01-09 In the Matter of Amending the Island County District Court Districting Plan, Chapter 1.12 ICC, to Adjust Allocations for the Oak Harbor Municipal Court Department Resource and Cost Allocations   (Ordinance on file with the Clerk of the Board)
PUBLIC WORKS

County Roads

Resolution C-02-09/R-01-09 In the Matter of Approving Plans & Specifications and Authorizing Call for Bids for Terry’s Corner Phase 3 - Roadway & Intersection Improvements; CRP 08-07, Work Order No. 289C (Resolution on file with the Clerk of the Board)

Solid Waste
Agreement with Comcast; Internet Connector Cable & Service to the Coupeville Solid Waste Facility; $18,828.07 plus tax (SW-08-026)

LIQUOR LICENSES

Application for Assumption of Liquor License No. 350776-3D from Clinton Foodmart, Inc. d/b/a Foodmart – The Family Grocery by applicants Clayton Scott Anderson and Candy Lynn Anderson, Tradename: Clinton Foodmart, 4777 Commercial St., Clinton, WA  98236
REGULAR AGENDA

Appointments and/or Re-Appointments to Boards and Committees

APPOINTMENT OF DISTRICT 1 REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ISLAND COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Commissioner Price Johnson put forward for recommendation Val Hillers as a re-appointment to the Planning Commission for Commissioner District 1.  Ms. Hillers has been holding the seat for the last four years, demonstrating her ability to be objective, thoughtful, and thorough.  In the opinion of Commissioner Price Johnson Ms. Hillers is best able to represent the issues of Central Whidbey and Ebey’s Prairie.  

By unanimous motion the Board approved Val Hillers as a District 1 representative on the Island County Planning Commission.
Veteran’s Assistance Fund

After a review of the documents Mr. Mason indicated that the Claim No. should be V8-18 rather than V9-1 as noted.  Discussion then ensued regarding past Board policy concerning the Veteran’s Assistance Fund and recommendations from the Veteran’s Assistance Review Committee.

Commissioner Homola motioned to approve Veteran’s Claim No. V8-18 in the amount of $5,073.21 with a stipulation that Human Services and other organizations will assist the individual and no further funding will be permitted.  Motion died for lack of a second.

It is understood that while the motion died for lack of a second Human Services will be contacted and requested to assist.
Commissioner Price Johnson motioned to accept the recommendation of the Veteran’s Assistance Review Committee to deny Claim No. V8-18, seconded by Chairman Dean.  Commissioner Homola opposed the motion. [emergency financial assistance to eligible veterans; names and specific circumstances are confidential].

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Public Works
RESOLUTION C-136-08/R-52-08 IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF ISLAND COUNTY RESOLUTION R-52-08 FOR THE VACATION OF A PORTION OF ISLAND COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY KNOWN AS SCENIC HEIGHTS ROAD

At 10:50 a.m. Chairman Dean opened a public hearing to consider Resolution C-136-08/R-52-08 In the Matter of the Petition of Island County Resolution R-52-08 for the Vacation of a Portion of Island County Right-of-Way Known as Scenic Heights Road, located in Section 22, Township 32N, Range 1E., W.M.  The purpose of the road vacation is to resolve the exact placement of the right-of-way in order to clarify surveys.  
Bill Oakes, Public Works Director, said the public hearing concerns a vacation of portions of Scenic Heights Road right-of-way and a dedication of right-of-way.  Dating back to 1919 there are conflicting quitclaim deeds for the right-of-way that, when plotted, do not align with the existing pavement.  Public Works was approached by the property owner to address the problem.  In exchange for the County’s vacation of those conflicting quitclaim deeds the property owner is agreeing to dedicate 60 feet of right-of-way north and south of the existing road center line.  Mr. Oakes recommended approval of the vacation and dedication.

Chairman Dean opened the public comment portion of the hearing.

Ron Muzzall, 938 Scenic Heights, Oak Harbor.  Mr. Muzzall commented it has taken only 90 years to straighten out the problem with the help of Mr. Oakes and his staff who were good to work with in the complicated process.  In 1919 his great-grandmother deeded a portion of the property and then in 1938 or 1940 his grandparents and another cousin deeded another portion of the property.  Clearing up the estate of Mr. Muzzall’s parents, Robert and Evelyn Muzzell, now necessitated the need for correction.  Mr. Muzzall and his wife deeded 10 feet to the County, about a mile of property, in order to resolve the problem.
There being no further public comment Chairman Dean closed the public comment portion of the hearing.

By unanimous motion the Board approved Resolution C-136-08/R-52-08 In the Matter of the Petition of Island County Resolution R-52-08 for the Vacation of a Portion of Island County Right-of-Way Known as Scenic Heights Road.

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Emergency Declarations
Two emergency declarations were signed at the request of Public Works Director Bill Oakes, one on December 24, 2008 for snow removal and the other January 7, 2009 for flooding, landslide, and avalanche.  The declarations will allow the County, if the State declares an emergency, to request funding for overtime and other expenses.  

Draft Special Staff Session Agenda – January 14, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

It was suggested that the following items be added to the agenda:

· Diking District 1 Appointment

· Update on NAS Whidbey and City of Oak Harbor Discussions

· Presentations and Public Outreach

Ms. Marlow will reserve the hearing room on the second Wednesday in February and March for additional special staff sessions.
There being no further business to come before the Board the meeting adjourned at 11:03 a.m.  The Board will meet next in Regular Session at 11:00 a.m. on January 26, 2009 for Roundtable followed by agenda items at 2:00 p.m.

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ISLAND COUNTY, WASHINGTON

____________________________________

John Dean, Chairman

____________________________________

Helen Price Johnson, Member

____________________________________

Angie Homola, Member




ATTEST:    

_________​​​​​___________________

Elaine Marlow, Clerk of the Board


Vol. 2009

