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BOARD OF ISLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MINUTES OF MEETING

  JANUARY 5, 2009 – SPECIAL SESSION


The Board of Island County Commissioners met in Special Session on January 5, 2009 beginning at 5:30 p.m. for the purpose of attending the Community Health Advisory Board (CHAB) Legislative Update meeting at Whidbey General Hospital, 101 N. Main Street, Conference Room A, Coupeville, Washington.  John Dean, Chairman, Helen Price Johnson, Member, and Angie Homola, Member were present.
Attending:
Leslie Stevens, Celine Sevatius, Roger Case, Trish Rose, Charles Scurlock, Marie Piper, and Patricia Terry 

Absent:  
David Macys, Kathryn Stevens, Dave Thomason 

Excused:  
Catherine Howard-Clark, Cathy Niiro, Carl Stephens

Guests: 
Grethe Cammermeyer, Helen Price Johnson, John Dean, Angie Homola, Janice O’Mahony, Anne Tarrant, Sandy Ziemer, Courtney Bell, Jim Slowik, Patti Carter, Jackie Henderson
Staff:
Melinda Kurtz, Carrie McLachlan, Whitney Webber, Keith Higman, Dan Bond, Aaron Henderson, Jessica Minder

Chair Leslie Stevens called the Island County Community Health Advisory Board Legislative Update meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. at Whidbey General Hospital and welcomed everyone.   She noted members in the audience who are elected officials, CHAB members, and other guests.

The meeting consisted primarily of six presentations.  Most have handouts that are available upon request.  The six presentations were:
CHAB Overview:  Leslie Stevens, CHAB Chair, provided a briefing on CHAB’s history, the Community Health Assessment process CHAB uses to determine health issues in Island County, and the use of Key Health Indicators to select priority health issues and monitor the status of the health of Island County residents.
Children’s Commission:  Janice O’Mahony, Vice Chair of the Island County Children’s Commission, presented an update on the status of the Children’s Commission, the formation of study teams to explore leading children and youth issues in Island County, past successes and future work, including a retreat later in the week.  She acknowledged the current hard times and that the Children’s Commission was working on making recommendations that are low cost with proven effectiveness. The Early Childhood Study Group (ages 0-5) has identified issues of supporting parents and young children (school readiness, mental health), raising community awareness about the importance of the earliest years, and affordable respite care.  The Primary Study Group (ages 6-11) has been focusing on the impact of TV violence and the need for affordable afterschool childcare.  The Secondary Study Group (ages 12-18) is focusing on the need to help teens feel connected to their community.  
Mental Health Initiative: Jackie Henderson, Director of Island County Human Services, provided an update on the Island County Mental Health Initiative that included the history of the initiative, the range of mental health services that will be provided with the new dollars (therapeutic courts, increasing school mental health services, making mental health services available to the uninsured or underinsured, early childhood mental health, mental health services for seniors, and expansion of jail and juvenile detention to include transition services).
Environmental Health Steering Committee:  Marie Piper presented the work of this committee which is monitoring past EH issues (illegal dumping, walkability), developing new data on EH issues in Island County, and monitoring emerging EH issues.
Communicable Disease:  Celine Servatius presented current work in priority areas of Communicable Disease including immunizations (child, adult), Food Safety, and Sexually Transmitted Infections.  She noted there were some good communications developed to raise awareness of the need to be current on immunizations and handle food safely to avoid illness.  New partnerships focusing on STIs are being initiated.  
Chronic Disease:  Leslie Stevens presented work in the area of chronic disease including background on the impact of chronic disease and the importance of physical activity in combating chronic disease in Island County.

The floor was open to comments and discussion about the presentations.  There were a number of questions with some topics including the status of meth treatment problems and programs in Island County, emerging health issues such as toxic algae and prescription drug misuse.   The current budget crisis was mentioned as well as cutbacks in ICPH and the importance of new money provided by Washington State legislature, much of which is directed toward priority health issues in Island County (communicable disease, chronic disease).  It was also noted that CHAB is soliciting for Health Heroes for 2009 and asked attendees to nominate those Health Heroes in Island County.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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