AHAB Tsunami Sirens
Washington State Emergency Management Division
developed a Tsunami Siren pole-mounted siren
system that is deployed throughout the coast.
This system has several features, including:
Ability to provide voice and tone alerts.
Satellite Activation from the 24/7 State Emergency
Operations.
Radio activation by local Emergency Management
Agency
Modular speaker with 360-degree coverage with 1 mile
range.
Intense blue light to alert the hearing impaired, which
can also be seen through fog and is visible from a long
distance.

What does the siren sound like?
The siren can broadcast two messages:
Test message:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nI34OXKIhIc

Warning message:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WbhDj21gbEY&t=1s
Testing occurs the first Monday of every month

Tsunami Simulator for Washington:
This video shows how a tsunami will impact Island
County
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5PJQW_6k6M&t=80s

Why is the AHAB Siren important?
The AHAB siren is intended for people and communities on
or near the beach who may not have access to other forms
of official tsunami alerts. You might need to receive the
emergency warning via siren if you don't have your smart
phone, it is turned off, the power is out, or you are out of
coverage.

Tsunami sirens are vital for DISTANT tsunamis because
there will be no earthquake beforehand to warn people
of the coming danger.
Although the main purpose of the siren is to alert at risk
residents of a tsunami, the siren can be used for all
hazards.
We are all a piece in disaster preparedness, by having a
siren in your neighborhood you will have extra time to
make it to safety.
The map shows at risk areas in Island County.

What should I do if I hear the siren?
If you hear the AHAB siren message sounding off,
you should follow the tsunami evacuation routes
until you reach high ground. High ground can vary
depending on the strength of the tsunami.
Emergency officials will advise residents of safe
areas to wait.

What is high ground?
High ground varies based on the tsunami force. The
Red Cross recommends going to at least 100 ft
above sea level. Listening to emergency alerts and
knowing your closest evacuation routes are the best
way to stay prepared.

