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Ground Rules for the Free and Open 

Discussion

There are No Wrong/Ridiculous Answers 

Be Respectful/No Criticism/No Blame

There is No Fault

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

There are No Bad/Stupid Questions

To be successful we must have active participation

















Today’s Scenario



It’s 3:30PM and the ground shakes

What are our Goals and 

Priorities?



Communications

How will we communicate with employees?



How will we assess County buildings?

Facilities



What has changed?

It’s 3:30AM and the ground shakes



What will the initial message to the community 
be?

How will we distribute 
the messaging?



Other items to discuss now or in further 
discussions?



Workplace Emergency Response Team



2025 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
PERIODIC UPDATE

VALUE STATEMENTS

February 14, 2024



Priorities Ranked by participants 
at open houses (149)
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Priorities Ranked by online 
participants (38)



Background 
Value Statements

During the recent open houses, and online, we asked the public 

to contribute Value Statements to be considered when updating 

the Introduction Chapter of  the Comp Plan.

“I value ___________ because _______________.”



Selected Statements from 
Camano

• “I value protection of  the natural elements of  an island 

because there is only so much pressure the limited resources 

an island can take.”

• “I value the opportunity to recreate in undisturbed natural 

environments (hiking, kayaking, biking, photography, botany, 

birding).”

• “I value quiet from gunfire and fireworks.”

• “I value bike lanes/paths because it allows residents and 

visitors access to the Islands’ many assets.”



Selected Statements from 
So. Whidbey

• “The vast amount of  undeveloped rural land and our parks.”

• “Rural character and access to public land.”

• “I value the cultural landscape and especially the historic 

structures.”

• “Our agricultural community – they contribute more to 

community and economy than they get credit for.”

• “I value the forests, shorelines, and prairies because that is 

how I retain my mental health.”



Selected Statements from 
Central Whidbey

• “Rural character and valuing of  all citizens regardless of  

income because sense of  community.”

• “There is an integral interaction between climate and many 

elements of  the comp plan. Climate refugees will impact 

housing, warming will increase frequency of  algae blooms in 

lakes and influence healthy, etc. Climate should be considered 

in all elements.”

• “I value natural beauty and the retention of  rural areas 

because it is why I moved here.”



Selected Statements from 
No. Whidbey

• “I value the Parks because it promotes people being 

outdoors.”

• “I value open space that preserves vistas, allows us to recreate, 

and connect to surrounding environment.”

• “I value agriculture and the rural environment because it 

grounds us to healthier communities.”

• “I value the natural resources and culture rich environment 

because we live in a unique and diverse location that needs to 

be preserved and cherished.”



Selected Statements from 
Online Surveys

• “I value the idea of  a Bridge to Boat trail because I would 
love to hop on my bike and go from end to end on Whidbey 
to enjoy our island that way.”

• “I value open spaces for the enjoyment and sustainability of  
the natural world as well as community spaces for people to 
come together and support and enjoy one another.” 

• “I value the balance of  business needs and their immediate 
neighbors with the greater community need for viable 
resources and opportunities in order for a wide range of  ages 
and wealth levels to call Whidbey home.”

• “I value access to the shoreline because I appreciate the 
richness of  the marine environment surrounding our Islands.”



Selected Statements from 
Online Surveys Cont.

• “I value an emphasis on preserving our natural habitats and 

water aquifer because people are only a small part of  our 

world.”

• “I value the environment because it allows me to connect 

with nature, to enjoy outdoor activities.”

• “Proximity to nature because it adds immense value to my 

day-to-day wellbeing and that of  my young family.”

• “I value the limited growth because it allows for the natural 

beauty to be preserved.”



Board Input

• Draft Values Statements for the Introduction Chapter.

• At least one statement should reflect each of  the Board’s 

priorities of  Health, Equity, and Climate Resilience.

• Consider community input/priorities in the statements.



QUESTIONS?



Reminder

• Land Use element Goals & Policies scheduled for work 

session on March 6.
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