2017 Island County Conservation Futures Fund
Barnum Point County Park - Final Acquisition
Sponsor:

Island County

County Contact: Steve Marx
Phone:
360-679-7334
E-mail:
S.Marx@co.island.wa.us
Land Trust Contact: Ryan Elting
Address:
765 Wonn Rd C-201
Greenbank, WA 98253
Phone:
360-222-3310
Fax:
360-222-3510
E-mail:
ryan@wclt.org
Project Budget Summary:
Total expected Land Value

$ 4,750,000

Total Costs of Services
(staff time, appraisal, survey, environmental report, etc.)

$ 50,000

Total Project Value

$ 4,800,000

(minus) Donation of Land Value

$ 790,000

Total Project Cost

$ 4,010,000

CFF Amount Requested in 2017

$ 400,000

Parcel Numbers:
R33107-443-5240, R33107-466-5220, R33107-491-5130, R33107-521-5310, R33105-065-0680
Landowner Names:
Carolin Barnum/Inn at Barnum Point LLC; Estate of Bob Barnum; Whidbey Camano Land Trust
Landowner Contact Information: (Please use Land Trust project manager as contact point.)
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Project Description:
In partnership with the Whidbey Camano Land Trust, Island County is proposing to complete
the expansion of Barnum Point County Park on Camano Island. This request for Conservation
Futures Funding will provide the local match necessary for the acquisition of the West Tract,
including the Park’s only low-bank waterfront and its 17 acres of private tidelands, from the
Barnum family, and the transfer of the Land Trust’s neighboring 35 acre Core Tract to the
County (see Exhibit B). Completion of the Barnum Point project will expand the existing County
Park from 27 to 129 acres and create one of the premier County parks in the State, with a
regional draw.
While not directly part of this request, Island County will be partnering with the Land Trust,
using other grant sources, to remove the two existing residences on the West Tracts, including
the Inn at Barnum Point.
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ATTACHMENT B
ESTIMATED PROJECT BUDGET
ISLAND COUNTY CONSERVATION FUTURES FUND
PROPOSED PROJECT APPLICATION
PROJECT NAME =

Planning

Maintenance and Operations

Management & Administration

Equipment

Barnum Point Acquisition

YEAR 2017

Category

CFF

Other Funding Sources

Total Funding

Salaries and Benefits
Consultants/Sub-Contracting
Goods and Services*
Travel & Per Diem
Other
Total Planning

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

Salaries and Benefits
Consultants/Sub-Contracting
Goods and Services*
Travel & Per Diem
Other
Total Maintenance /

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

Salaries and Benefits
Consultants/Sub-Contracting
Goods and Services*
Travel & Per Diem
Other
Total Management & Admin

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

Technology Capital Items*
Technology Supplies*
Equipment*
Other
Total Equipment

$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$

-

Value of Land Purchase

$

Other Acquisition Costs

$

Property Acquisition

Total Acquisition Value
Land Value Donation
Total Budget

$

400,000.00
400,000.00

$
$

$

4,350,000.00

$

4,750,000.00

$

50,000.00

$

50,000.00

$

4,400,000.00

$

4,800,000.00

$
400,000.00

$

790,000.00
3,610,000.00

$
$

790,000.00
4,010,000.00

* For all line items listed with "*", please provided an attached detailed list of items and costs

Budget Line-item Descriptions (*):

•

Property Acquisition: The Land Trust is requesting $400,000 from the 2017 Conservation Futures Fund. The
Land Trust will donate $790,000 of land value, and the remaining $3,610,000 of matching funds will be secured
from a combination of other grant sources. An additional $150,000 of Barnum Point Park management funds
will be donated to the County by the Land Trust, and is not reflected in the above estimated project budget.

•

Other Acquisition Costs: Direct costs include the cost of services (i.e. Land Trust staff time, appraisal and
appraisal review, land survey, and environmental assessment).
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Project Narrative:
A. Conservation Values & Resources:
1. Habitat:
a. Biological function and environmental benefits, quality and importance of habitat
type for specific species including salmonids:
Barnum Point, surrounded by Port Susan Bay, is located within the Greater Skagit and
Stillaguamish Delta, designated as a Site of Regional Importance in the Western
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. Port Susan Bay is known for some of the finest
estuarine habitat in Puget Sound, and Barnum Point is identified as a protection priority
in a number of local and regional plans, listed in Exhibit A.
The project will benefit all eight salmonids found in the Greater Skagit and Stillaguamish
Delta which rely on the project area. It is located within the highest priority (Geographic
Area 1) in the WRIA 6 Multi-Species Salmon Recovery Plan (see Exhibit H), and
specifically identified as a “high” nearshore habitat protection priority (see Exhibit I).
Moreover, Barnum Point was identified as the highest protection priority in multiple 3Year Salmon Recovery workplans for WRIA 6.
Salmon sampling completed by the Stillaguamish Tribe documented high salmonid use
of the beaches around Barnum Point, and the Northwest Straits Foundation and
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife have identified the site for its high quality
forage fish habitat and abundant eelgrass beds. Forage fish spawning surveys
documented spawning sites at Barnum Point, and the beaches have a “high” habitat
suitability rating for summer surf smelt and winter sand lance.
The intact connection between upland and marine systems and the diverse
representation of habitats at Barnum Point benefit a remarkable variety of species,
including many federal-and state-listed ones, among them raptors, water birds, large
marine mammals. Several, such as Dunlin, are declining significantly in this region but
remain common in Port Susan Bay. Gray whales also frequent the site to feed on ghost
shrimp that are abundant in the project tidelands.
Birds known to nest on site include Bald Eagles and Osprey, as well as Pileated
Woodpeckers and Great Horned Owls. Bald Eagles are especially fond of Barnum Point
where 27 eagles were counted on one site visit in 2012. Pileated Woodpeckers are an
Island County Species of Local Importance and a Washington State Candidate Species.
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The forest also provides excellent habitat for cavity-nesters including bats and kestrels,
as well as terrestrial species such as mink, river otter, and coyote.
b. Connectivity to and enhancement of other protected lands and important water
bodies:
Barnum Point is one of the last protection priorities needed for completion of a huge
conservation area, including over 7,500 acres of adjacent protected tidelands, estuaries,
and beach. Barnum Point hosts intact ecological processes that are critical to all of
these surrounding conservation areas and is the best suited site within this larger
conservation area for the intended public uses.
Barnum Point lies directly between other County protected lands at Kristoferson Creek
and Iverson Spit, and is critical for maintaining the associated habitats and shoreforms.
The County and the Land Trust own 10 acres of riparian forest corridor along
Kristoferson Creek, a salmon-spawning stream that extends from Triangle Cove,
immediately west of the Project site, and is currently undergoing double culvert
replacements that will increase accessibility for salmon. On the other side of the project
site, the County owns the 132 acre Iverson Spit conservation area, including a large
adjacent estuary.
The full ecological value of Barnum Point extends well beyond the Property’s
boundaries. The 100-foot-high feeder bluffs provide regular sediment inputs to the
beach and nearshore that drive ecological processes along estuaries and tidal flats from
Triangle Cove to Livingston Bay, four miles north of the site. The project site’s feeder
bluffs are identified as exceptional in a 2005 study of Puget Sound feeder bluffs by Jim
Johannessen, and their proper functioning is critical to nearshore ecosystems on-site
and for nearby estuaries at Triangle Cove, Iverson Spit, and Livingston Bay (Johannessen
and Chase, 2005). The location of Barnum Point, immediately across from the mouth of
the Stillaguamish River, one of the main salmon rivers of Puget Sound, makes protection
of its nearshore habitats critical for salmon, especially juvenile salmonids seeking shelter
in Triangle Cove.
c. Site significance of habitat ecosystem: locally, regionally, or statewide:
Protection of Barnum Point includes critical spawning habitat for forage fish, nearshore
habitat for out-migrating juvenile salmonids, and critical foraging, rearing, and refuge
habitat for all eight salmonids that spawn in the Stillaguamish and Skagit Rivers. These
include federally threatened Puget Sound Chinook and federal species of concern, Puget
Sound coho, as well as federally threatened Puget Sound bull trout and Puget Sound
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steelhead trout. Barnum Point plays an important role in maintaining nearshore salmon
habitats throughout north Port Susan Bay.
Barnum Point and north Port Susan Bay are situated within the Greater Skagit and
Stillaguamish Delta, considered by scientists as one of the most important places on the
northwest coast for estuarine and nearshore conservation for its biodiversity and its key
role in the life histories of dozens of internationally important estuarine-dependent
species. Barnum Point sees high concentrations of salmon, shorebirds, waterfowl, and
raptors, and is considered critical habitat for gray whales. Port Susan Bay is a key stop
along the Pacific Flyway for hundreds of thousands of migratory waterbirds and is part
of the core wintering range for many avian species.
Barnum Point is identified as a protection priority in a number of local and regional
species recovery, conservation, and management plans, as listed in Exhibit A. A few
specific highlights include the County’s Shoreline Master Program, which names Barnum
Point as a high protection priority and a Marine Priority Habitat & Species Area. The
project site is also located within the Saratoga Passage Marine Stewardship Area
adopted by the Island County Commissioners in 2003. The project area sits within a
Habitat Conservation Priority Areas identified in the Parks and Recreation Element of
the County’s 2016 Comprehensive Plan update (see Exhibit E), and is situated in the
Land Trust’s Kristoferson Creek Land Protection Priority Area.
2. Water Resources:
a. Provides for protection of groundwater resources through aquifer recharge area
protection:
Eliminating future residential use and related contamination potential at Barnum Point
through management of the site as a Natural Recreation Area Park will protect aquifer
recharge areas and related groundwater resources. The project area has a mixed (high
to low) Susceptibility to Groundwater Contamination, as indicated on the Critical Aquifer
Recharge Areas map in the Natural Resources Element of the County’s 2016
Comprehensive Plan Update (see Exhibit J). By largely eliminating on-site contamination
potential, the planned park use will also mitigate susceptibility of the surrounding
properties.
b. Provides for protection of groundwater resources /seawater intrusion risk (ICC
8.09.099):
The risk of seawater intrusion at Barnum Point is “High” according to the Seawater
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Intrusion Risk map in the County’s 2015 Critical Areas Ordinance Update (see Exhibit K).
The proposed Natural Recreation Area Park will result in little, if any, groundwater
withdrawal, and will help mitigate this risk for the surrounding area.
c. Reduces impact of surface water discharge:
The proposed acquisition and park expansion would entirely preclude any uses of the
project site that would result in surface water discharge into neighboring properties and
habitats by removing all impervious surface building potential.
B. Appropriate Public Use and Enjoyment:
Barnum Point is ideal for the Natural Recreation Area Park designation, allowing extensive
hiking and beach access, without impacting intact ecosystems. The pre-existing trail
network has been pared back to provide several large habitat blocks that will prevent
disruption of sensitive wildlife by park users (see Exhibit C).
The County’s map of parks with beach access (see Exhibit G) indicates beach access from
the current Barnum Point County Park. While technically true, prior to the Land Trust’s
recent acquisition of the East Tract (not part of this proposal) this existing beach access
involved traversing an access easement across private property, down a private driveway,
and around a private beach residence. The proposed CFF West Tract acquisition provides
what is by far the best and only low-bank beach access on Barnum Point, even allowing
potential access by mobility impaired visitors. With the East Tract now slated to be added
to the Park in 2017, completion of the project with acquisition of the West Tract will allow a
full loop trail, including the 2.5 miles of upland trails and the full mile of beach on the site,
and make the park an outstanding hiking destination.
C. Plan Consistency and Partnerships:
1) The proposed acquisition of Barnum Point is consistent with the following local plans
(also included on Exhibit A):
a. Elements of the Island County Comprehensive Plan (ICCP):
Protection of natural lands, fish and wildlife habitat, wetlands, ground water resources,
aquifer recharge areas, steep slopes, and low-impact/passive outdoor recreation
opportunities, will further goals of several elements of the recently adopted 2016 update to
the Island County Comprehensive Plan (December 13, 2016). These goals include:
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1. Natural Resources Element:
Goal 3.

Protect wetlands from a net loss in functions. (See Exhibit D for nearshore
wetlands to be protected.)

Goal 4.

Protect Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas. (See Exhibit D for forest
and wetland habitat to be protected.)

Goal 6.

Protect the public health, safety and welfare from threats resulting from
incompatible development being sited on or near steep and/or unstable
slopes. (See Exhibit D for steep slopes/feeder bluffs to be protected.)

Goal 7.

Manage and protect ground water and provide for resource protection
through a common goal of non-degradation for existing and future residents
of Island County (see Exhibit J).

Goal 8

Protect aquifer recharge areas from contamination and insure long-term
recharge potential (See Exhibit J for aquifer recharge areas to be protected).

Goal 10. Conserve a variety of natural lands, in both public and private ownership, for
the enjoyment and economic benefit of current and future residents of Island
County.
Goal 11. Prioritize the protection of natural lands that coincide with other valuable
resources, including ecological, historical, agricultural, recreational, and
cultural lands.
2. Parks and Recreation Element:
Goal 2

Provide low-impact/passive outdoor recreation opportunities throughout the
County. (See Exhibit C for public use plan.)

Goal 4

Acquire lands that conserve priority habitat and natural resources, preserve
open space, improve beach access, maintain island character, and improve
and expand passive outdoor recreational opportunities for public enjoyment.
(See Exhibit D for Habitat, and Exhibit C for beach access and public use.)

Goal 8

Foster partnerships and county-wide collaboration among park and habitat
providers to improve the provision of habitat conservation and recreation
services. (Note documented support from WA Water Trails Association and
FOCIP, below.)
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b. WRIA 6 Multi-species Salmon Recovery Plan (May 2005):
The proposed acquisition is consistent with Objective 2 of Goal 1 of the Ten-year
Implementation Plan included in the WRIA 6 (Whidbey & Camano Islands) Multispecies Salmon Recovery Plan, to “Protect existing high-quality nearshore and
stream habitats” (p.58). Barnum Point is identified in the plan as a “High” Priority
for nearshore habitat protection (see Exhibit I).
c. Documented support for this project by planning partners, other organizations,
and citizens:
The project has documented support from:
-

Friends of Camano Island Parks (FOCIP)

-

Stanwood Camano High School

-

Washington Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO)

-

Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB)

-

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

-

Washington Water Trails Association

-

Pilchuck/Whidbey Audubon Society

-

Over 620 private donors who contributed to acquire Phase 1 of the project (East
Tract)

D. Land Capacity Impact:
Concern about the potential for development of up to eleven new high end residences on
the CFF project site, which is located at the terminus of Barnum Road, was pointed out by
Island County as a strong reason for supporting the proposed park expansion. Barnum Road
is already slumping and undercut in places by Triangle Cove. By permanently protecting the
important conservation values, the County will reduce the long-term future costs of
maintaining Barnum Road.
Moreover, studies of conservation economics by the Trust for Public Land have shown
consistently across the country, that investments in public access parks and natural areas
bring greater than $4 to the community for every $1 spent, far offsetting the loss of
property tax revenue from those lands (https://www.tpl.org/conservationeconomics#sm.0014zsnc41dyydeyuml21fmfj1f10). Barnum Point will be the premier
county park, creating outstanding benefits to local businesses and the community.
Page 9 of 30

E. Potential for Loss:
1. Immediacy and magnitude of potential loss of areas identified as having long-term
rural significance or land suitable for conservation:
The 35 acre Core Tract was purchased by the Land Trust, using a bridge loan, just as it
was about to be sold from bankruptcy for development in December 2015. This
emergency action was taken to preserve the opportunity for the expanded Barnum
Point County Park, including much of the pre-existing trail network that leads from the
existing Park to the West Tract. This bridge loan, from The Conservation Fund, is due in
December 2017, and if not repaid at least a portion of the property will need to be
resold.
At this same time as the Core Tract acquisition was taking place, the Barnum Family was
marketing portions of the West Tract. When approached about the possibility of adding
their properties to the park the Barnum’s agreed to take them off the market, pending
an offer from the County or Land Trust.
The immediacy and magnitude of the potential loss of this iconic Camano Island
landform and its associated conservation values and public access opportunities are
both very real, and very high. If sold to other parties, the Park’s only low-bank beach
access and connectivity to it will be lost, and the property will be developed into as
many as eleven high-end residential estates, per current zoning, with deleterious
impacts to sensitive nearshore habitats and the delicate public infrastructure on Barnum
Road.
2. Immediacy of acquisition timing: opportunity with landowner and leveraged funding:
The current Barnum Family owners represent the only likely opportunity to add these
parcels and complete the vision of Barnum Point County Park. They are ready to sell, as
indicated by having placed the property on the market prior to park discussions, and
then removing it to allow offers to add them to the park. A $1 million federal grant is
secured, and another $1.5 million of State funds are guaranteed for the proposed
acquisition, but require this local match. Additional grants are pending that are
expected to close the expected funding gap.
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F. Assessment of Stewardship Viability:
1. Stewardship needs are identified and adequately addressed with an appropriate
management plan or application includes funding request for management plan:
Island County is already owns and has responsibility for the existing Barnum Point
County Park. The proposed acquisition will be added to the County’s ownership and
managed by the Parks Department with committed assistance from FOCIP, under a Park
Management Plan that is currently under development by the County with input from
the Land Trust.
Moreover, the Land Trust has agreed to contribute at least $150,000 to the County as a
management fund for use at Barnum Point County Park.
2. Potential risks and liabilities to protect long-term conservation values and resources
are identified and adequately addressed:
The intact habitats and natural resources on the project site are largely self-maintaining,
and the proposed public access infrastructure (trails and gravel parking area, minor
fencing, and basic bathroom facilities) are all suitable and pose no risk or liability issues
for the site. Partnering with the County, the Land Trust will be responsible for removing
all existing residential infrastructure before the County takes over management of the
site. Furthermore, the draft Barnum Point County Park management plan addresses
each of the significant conservation values in depth, and provides recommendations for
their long-term protection.
3. Identifies long-term costs of maintenance and capital improvements (if any) and are
adequately addressed:
The management endowment from the Land Trust is expected to cover all necessary
infrastructure to serve the Park for decades to come, giving the County the strongest
possible start. This includes expanded (gravel lot) parking, access control (i.e. fences
and gates), tool storage, concrete cistern bathroom facilities, etc. County Parks staff,
with assistance from FOCIP, already monitor the site and manage the existing trail
system. This proposal represents only a marginal additional dedication of County Parks’
resource need.
In addition, approval of the requested CFF acquisition funds will make Barnum Point
eligible for future CFF M&O funds to cover unanticipated costs.
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G. Financial Strategies:
1. Acquisition cost efficiencies and financial strategy (including matching contributions)
to leverage use of funds:
As part of the partnership agreement between the County and Land Trust, the Land
Trust has completed six grant applications totaling over $7.1 million for the overall
Barnum Point County Park expansion efforts. As part of this project, the Land Trust will
be donating $790,000 of land value on the 35 acre Core Tract, and at least $150,000 (not
reflected in the project budget) for the maintenance of Barnum Point County Park.
Overall for this acquisition proposal, federal (USFWS) and state (RCO) grant funds, land
value donation and private donations, are expected to total over $4,400,000
representing over a 900% matching contribution to CFF funds.
2. Strategy for managing future costs, liability and risk issues (for example, acquisition of
minimum controlling interest):
Public parks with beach access require fee simple ownership, as conservation
easements don’t work for public parks. Since acquiring the original 27 acres in 2012, the
County already invested in the Barnum Point County Park. However, management of
this existing parcel is highly problematic (see Exhibit F - existing Park location) because
the original purchase severed an existing trail network and came with problematic
access to the beach. Expanding county ownership of the park will reduce liability and
risk associated with trespass from the County property onto adjacent, attractive
properties, allowing mitigation of the risks associated with those attractive nuisances
through appropriate fencing and signage.
As noted above, the management endowment from the Land Trust will cover the
infrastructure that will serve the park for decades to come.
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H. Annual Commissioners Goals for Current Cycle:
The proposed acquisition meets the Board of County Commissioners’ 2017 priorities for
Conservation Futures Funding in the following ways:
1. Funding of projects that provide access to the shoreline for public use:
The proposed acquisitions provide access to the best low-bank beach access available for
the expanded Barnum Point County Park. The Core Tract restores the extensive trail
network that was severed by the original 2012 park acquisition, and those trails lead to
the West Tract and its low-bank beach (see Exhibits B and C). The West Tract was the top
priority for the original 2012 County Park acquisition, but was dropped from the final
package. Visitors will access the beach via the existing trail network, from the existing
County Park, crossing the 35 acre Core Tract to the West Tract beach.
2. Funding of projects located within a critical watershed:
The adjacent watersheds that encompass both Barnum Point and Kristoferson Creek are
identified as “High” Overall Importance in the October County Critical Areas Ordinance
2015 Update (see Exhibit L). The Kristoferson Creek watershed is one of only three
Island County watersheds that support salmon (see Exhibit I), and both watersheds fall
in the highest priority area for maintaining water quality and habitat health for all eight
species of salmoninds that use north Port Susan Bay and the Greater Skagit and
Stillaguamish Delta (see Exhibit H).
3. Funding of projects that provide immediate public access:
The project will provide immediate public access to an existing 2.5 mile trail system that
lies within the proposed park boundary (see Exhibit C). The trail system, developed by
the Barnum family, starts at the trailhead parking area, and will guide visitors through
mature forest and forested wetlands into open meadows and dramatic vistas. The trails
will be maintained with considerable help from FOCIP.
Island County Parks and the Land Trust are ready to implement the Interim Public Use
Plan, recently approved by the Commissioners, and are currently developing the LongTerm Management Plan for Barnum Point County Park.

Page 13 of 30

Exhibit A:

Local, Regional, and National conservation plans supported by the project

Management Plan or Effort
North American Waterfowl
Management Plan
The Greater Skagit Delta Biodiversity
Assessment and Conservation Plan (draft
2005 – The Nature Conservancy)

Multi-species Salmon Recovery Plan for
WRIA 6 (Island County 2005)
Northern Pacific Coast Regional
Shorebird Management Plan, 2000
Important Bird Areas (IBA) – Washington
State, Audubon Society
Pacific Coast Joint Venture Strategic Plan

Concept for Wildlife Wintering Habitat
(USFWS)
Wrangel Island Snow Goose -International Treaty with Russia

North American Waterbird Conservation
Plan
Salmon Habitat Limiting Factors WRIA 6,
WA Conservation Commission
Northern Pacific Coast Regional
Shorebird Management Plan, 2000
Island County Critical Areas Plan
Island County Estuarine Restoration
Program (I.C. PWD, 2001)

How this Project Helps Implement its Goals
The Port Susan Bay project is identified in the Plan as part of an Area
of Continental Significance. The project directly supports meeting the
multiple waterfowl population and habitat objectives, and protection,
restoration and enhancement goals for the Pacific Region.
Port Susan Bay is called out as one of the most important estuarine
areas to protect. This project directly addresses most of the highest
priority conservation strategies identified in the Plan, including
protecting high priority tidal wetlands, protecting and restoring
pocket estuaries, and protecting and restoring coastal processes such
as feeder bluffs and riparian habitat.
Port Susan Bay is identified and listed as the highest priority
protection area to meet salmon recovery efforts. Top objectives in
the Plan are to protect the project’s eelgrass beds, rich invertebrates
in the tideflats and high-quality nearshore habitats.
Port Susan Bay is recommended in the Shorebird Plan to be included
in the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network as a site of
regional importance.
Port Susan is an identified IBA, one of only 53 sites in WA state. It was
recognized for its special significance
for bird life. IBAs are chosen carefully, using standard biological
criteria and review by expert ornithologists.
The Greater Skagit-Stillaguamish Delta, which Port Susan Bay is part
of, is identified as a “First Step Area” and a top protection priority in
the USA. This project will meet the goal in the Plan to secure 10,000
acres in Port Susan Bay, including 7,500 acres of wetlands. The
project will permanently secure marine, estuarine habitat and marine
riparian forest habitats listed as a high priority recommended actions.
Port Susan Bay is listed as having high wintering habitat values and
was ranked second out of 28 sites listed.
The USA and Russia have signed an international treaty to protect the
Wrangel Island snow goose population. Over 50,000 Wrangel Island
snow geese winter in the Port Susan Bay project area, including the
project wetlands; this represents nearly half of the entire Wrangel
Island snow goose population.
Protects and provides the opportunity to restore habitats that
support the life cycle needs of waterbirds.
Protects the mouth of a privately owned pocket estuary that has been
identified as an important restoration project to benefit salmon.
Protects quality habitats critical to shorebirds, including protecting
critical estuarine habitat. Protection of intertidal habitat in Port Susan
Bay is specifically recommended.
Island County has designated Port Susan Bay as a Marine Stewardship
Area and a Marine Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Area.
The Port Susan Bay project includes a privately owned pocket estuary
that has been identified as a high priority for restoring estuarine
emergent wetlands. Public acquisition will allow for future
restoration.
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WA State Natural Heritage Plan (2004)
National Estuary Program (US EPA)

Oregon/Washington Concept Plan for
Waterfowl Habitat Protection (USFWS)
Georgia Basin-Puget Trough-Willamette
Valley Ecoregional Plan (The Nature
Conservancy)
U.S. National Shorebirds Conservation
Plan
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1971
WA State Priority Habitat & Species
(WDFW)
Puget Sound Water Quality
Management Plan (PSA Team)
Conservation Strategy for Landbirds:
Lowlands & Valleys of Western OR/WA
Ducks Unlimited Conservation Plan

The Port Susan Bay project will permanently protect estuarine
habitats (emergent and scrub-shrub) that are identified to be of high
protection priority.
Puget Sound is 1 of 17 estuaries included in the National Estuarine
Program. This project will address one of the Program’s priority
management issues – to address habitat loss and alteration of
estuarine habitats.
Port Susan Bay is listed in the Plan as a very high priority for
acquisition. This project will substantially contribute to the Plan’s
acquisition objectives.
The Port Susan Bay project is identified as one of the highest
protection priorities in this plan, and Barnum Point is names as a high
protection priority with this area.
Port Susan Bay is identified as a site of regional importance. Ensures
adequate quantity and quality of habitat is maintained to support the
different shorebirds that breed, winter and migrate through this
flyway area.
Preserves, protects and, where possible, restores and enhances the
resources of the nation’s coastal zone for this and succeeding
generations.
Preserves tidally influenced wetland habitats important to all species,
particularly shorebirds.
Protection of estuarine and forest habitat designed as a high priority
in Puget Sound.
Preserves snags, dense understory shrub layer, subcanopy and large
canopy trees in the upland portions of the site.
The Skagit-Stillaguamish Delta ecosystem is identified as a high
priority for wetland conservation protection actions. This project
meets the Plan’s highest priorities: secure existing habitat and focus
on essential waterfowl habitat.
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Exhibit B:

Proposed Park Expansion
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Exhibit C:

Proposed Barnum Point County Park Public Use Plan
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Exhibit D:

Barnum Point County Park Habitat Map
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Exhibit E:
Project in Relation to Island County Parks & Recreation Habitat Conservation
Priorities for Parks Acquisition

Project
Location
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Exhibit F:

Project Location in Relation to Existing Park System – Camano

Project
Location
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Exhibit G:

Parks with Beach Access

Project
Location
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Exhibit H:

Project in Relation to Geographic Priorities of the WRIA 6 Salmon Recovery Plan

Project
Location
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Exhibit I:

Project in Relation to Protection Priorities of the WRIA 6 Salmon Recovery Plan

Project
Location
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Exhibit J:

Project Relation to Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas

Project
Location

Island County. https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/DNR/Documents/CARA%20Map.pdf
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Exhibit K:

Project in Relation to Seawater Intrusion Risk Categories

Project
Location

Island County Critical Areas Ordinance Update – Existing Conditions Report (Final)
http://islandcounty2036.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Merged-Existing-ConditionsMaps.pdf
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Exhibit L:

Project in Relation to Overall Importance of Island County

Project
Location

http://islandcounty2036.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/ExistingConditionsReport_
Final_Oct2015.pdf

Page 26 of 30

Exhibit M: Photos

Barnum Point, as it is today. An iconic view from East Camano Drive.

View from the air towards the project site - 11 potential residential lots per zoning.
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Kayaking along the Core Tract of Barnum Point.

View eastward from the West Tract, showing exceptional feeder bluffs and extensive tidelands.
Page 28 of 30

View from the West Tract north into the mouth of the adjacent Triangle Cove,
one of the last un-diked estuaries in Island County.

View westward past the Core Tract, showing the mature coastal forest overhanging the bluffs.
Page 29 of 30

The Stanwood High School seniors, presenting their “Protect the Point” $10,000
“Make A Difference Day” award. Teacher, Val Shroeder, back left.
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