2020 Island County Conservation Futures Fund
Hun Wetland Protection
Sponsor:

Whidbey Camano Land Trust

Contact:
Address:

Ryan Elting
765 Wonn Rd C-201
Greenbank, WA 98253
360-222-3310
ryan@wclt.org

Phone:
E-mail:

Project Budget Summary:
Total Land Value

$200,000

Total Costs of Services (staff time, appraisal, survey, Phase
1 Environmental Assessment, interpretive signs, fencing,
invasive species removal, etc.)

$25,000

Total Project Cost

$225,000

CFF Amount Requested in 2020

$175,000

Parcel Numbers:
R32935-325-0830
Landowner Names:
Sopheay Hun
Landowner Contact Information: (Please use Land Trust project manager as contact point.)
Primary Contact:
Mailing Address:
Phone:
E-mail

Ryan Elting, Conservation Director
765 Wonn Road C-201, Greenbank, WA 98253
(360) 222-3310
ryan@wclt.org
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Project Description:
Whidbey Camano Land Trust (Land Trust) will acquire approximately 23 acres of habitat in the
upper Glendale Creek Watershed near the town of Clinton on Whidbey Island through feesimple land acquisition. The Land Trust’s project goal is to protect riparian and wetland habitat
from development to provide support salmonid recovery within Puget Sound and protect
wildlife movement corridors in Island County. The project will also allow natural absorption and
filtration of upland waters prior to entering the steep, narrow drainage channel to Puget Sound.
The Hun Wetland Acquisition project will conserve approximately 21 acres of Glendale Creek
headwater wetlands and remove development potential that would threaten water resources
as well as habitat used by numerous species of salmonids, amphibians, and raptors.
The project area is located in near numerous protection projects completed with a variety of
funding, including support from the Island County Conservation Futures Fund. The Hun
property is directly adjacent to 28 acres protected by a conservation easement held by the Land
Trust (Exhibits A & C). The property owner, in a cost-share project with the U.S. Natural
Resources Conservation Service, conducted wetland restoration work.
Safeguarding the proposed Hun property will build on previous federal, state, and local
investments to protect and restore habitat and create a continuous network of conservation
lands spanning over 51 acres within the headwaters of Glendale, one of only two streams on
Whidbey Island documented as spawning habitat for salmonids.
In addition to the wildlife habitat benefits, the Hun Wetland Acquisition project conserves land
identified in the Island County Comprehensive Plan as containing critical aquifer recharge
characteristics and high susceptibility to groundwater contamination (Exhibit G). A significant
portion of the project area is located within Island County designated Critical Areas based on
the presence of wetlands and location within a designated aquifer recharge area (Exhibit F &G).
Acquisition of the subject property will ensure these critical areas are preserved in perpetuity,
thereby reducing the potential economic burden of property damage due to flooding or
groundwater contamination, while providing wildlife habitat, regulating stream temperature,
safeguarding water quality, and sequestering carbon.
Safeguarding the wetlands within the headwaters of Glendale Creek will also provide important
environmental and economic benefits from marine water quality and fisheries enhancement.
Furthermore, conservation will preserve the scenic qualities of South Whidbey Island that
support the economic vitality of the Island’s tourist industry and corresponding county tax
revenues.
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ESTIMATED PROJECT BUDGET
ISLAND COUNTY CONSERVATION FUTURES FUND
PROPOSED PROJECT APPLICATION
PROJECT NAME =

Hun Wetland Protection

YEAR 2020

Category

CFF

Other Funding Sources

Total Funding

Salaries and Benefits
Consultants/Sub-Contracting
Goods and Services*
Travel & Per Diem
Other
Total Planning

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

Salaries and Benefits
Consultants/Sub-Contracting
Goods and Services*
Travel & Per Diem
Other
Total Maintenance / Operations

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

Salaries and Benefits
Consultants/Sub-Contracting
Goods and Services*
Travel & Per Diem
Other
Total Management & Admin

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$
$

-

Technology Capital Items*
Technology Supplies*
Equipment*
Other
Total Equipment

$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$

-

Planning

Maintenance and Operations

Management &

Equipment

Property Acquisition

Land Purchase

$175,000

$25,000

$200,000

Other Acquisition Costs

$0

$25,000

$25,000

Total Acquisition Costs

$175,000

$50,000

$225,000

Total Budget

$175,000

$50,000

$225,000

* For all line items listed with "*", please provided an attached detailed list of items and costs
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Project Narrative:
A. CONSERVATION VALUES & RESOURCES:
1. Rarity of resources or habitats protected:
a. Significance of resources protected:
The Hun Wetland Acquisition project is located on South Whidbey Island, within the
Land Trust’s Glendale Protection Priority Area. The property is comprised of an
undeveloped 23-acre parcel with approximately 21 acres of emergent wetlands, all
within the headwaters of Glendale Creek (“Property”). Historically, the land was
ditched, drained, and farmed, but has gradually become wetter, likely due to a
downstream hydrologic alteration and increased beaver activity. The Property can no
longer be farmed and is now dominated by extensive emergent wetlands that form
much of the headwaters of Glendale Creek, providing wildlife habitat, regulating stream
temperature, safeguarding water quality, and sequestering carbon.
The majority of the site is seasonally flooded and contains multiple plant communities
including spirea, willow, rose, cattail, skunk cabbage, and reed canary grass. Beavers
relocated into the area and a downstream culvert was raised, both of which have
contributed to elevated water levels on the Property, improving habitat for amphibians,
waterfowl, and raptors. The remaining acreage on the northeast corner of the Property,
as generally shown in green on the attached Exhibit E, contains upland characteristics
that would likely allow for a single-family residence.
The 23-acre Hun property is contiguous with the 28-acre Dalzell conservation easement
(CE) protected by the Land Trust in 2009, and the site of a completed Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) wetland restoration project. The Hun property acquisition
represents an opportunity to expand total protection to approximately 51 acres of
wetlands, upland meadows, and mixed coniferous and deciduous forest that maintain
high water quality from the headwaters of Glendale Creek, one of Whidbey Island’s two
salmon-bearing streams Furthermore, the protection of these habitats will provide
opportunities for future partnerships with neighboring landowners to further expand
conservation in the Glendale Creek headwaters and larger watershed.
The Hun Wetland Acquisition project will enhance climate resiliency in Island County by
protecting critical climate adaption services provided by wetland habitat. According to
State of Knowledge: Climate Change in Puget Sound, “Warmer streams, ocean
acidification, lower summer stream flows, and higher winter stream flows are
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anticipated to negatively affect salmon” (Mauger et al., 2015). Acquiring fee simple title
to the Property will ensure that no incompatible development occurs in sensitive
riparian areas along the wetland edge, to maintain shade and cool water temperatures
downstream. Protecting the forested riparian buffers and wetlands will facilitate
groundwater recharge and contribute to higher stream base flows in the dry summer
months to benefit populations of salmonids. The wetland habitat will also help to
decrease runoff, especially in the winter months, by mitigating flooding and high stream
flows that frequently occur after heavy rain and snow events.
b. Rarity of resources or habitats protected:
The Property is inhabited by wetland dependent species like Pacific chorus frogs and
other breeding amphibians, and wading birds including herons and snipes, which feed in
the marshy wetlands. The Property is also consistently cruised by Northern Harriers and
Red-tailed Hawks. Pileated Woodpecker activity is quite high due to the significant
number of red alder snags within the forested area. The upland forested areas are used
by three owl species, Barred, Great Horned, and Barn, for feeding and breeding. Raptor
birds including Red-tail, Cooper’s, and Sharp-shinned hawks, as well as Merlin, have all
been noted on the Property. Coyotes, mink, voles, and deer are among the mammals
regularly using the Property for feeding and nesting.
The full ecological value of the Hun Wetland Acquisition extends well beyond the
project boundaries. The Property is located within the headwaters of Glendale Creek,
one of only two salmon-spawning streams on Whidbey Island, and three in all of Island
County. The creek supports fall chum, coho, and resident cutthroat trout, as well as
providing essential tidal stream habitat. The watershed is directly connected to
Possession Sound, which supports the outmigration of juvenile salmonids exiting the
1,800 square mile Snohomish River Basin, one of the most productive salmon rivers in
the region. Salmonids exiting the Snohomish River rely on the nearshore habitats of
Island County for foraging and refuge from predators. Additionally, many of the smaller
streams flowing into the Whidbey Basin provide rearing habit for juvenile Endangered
Species Act Listed Puget Sound Chinook and use by that species has been document
within the lower reach of Glendale Creek (Beamer et al., 2013).
The permanent protection of the Hun property will preserve its natural wetland function
and prevent habitat degradation from conversion to residential development with the
associated impacts from impervious surfaces and loss of riparian cover. Over time,
increased shade from development of overhanging trees and shrubs, and their
contribution of large woody debris within the project site, will improve downstream
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water quality and temperature conditions to the benefit of spawning and rearing habitat
in lower Glendale Creek. The intact, functioning wetland habitat described above,
require minimal restoration, making it highly suitable for conservation.
B. APPROPRIATE PUBLIC USE AND ENJOYMENT:
The proposed future use of the Property is as a nature preserve to protect critical wetland
habitat for the benefit of fish and wildlife. Moreover, the Hun Wetland Acquisition project will
provide the opportunity for nature-viewing and open space enjoyment. The open space
preservation element of the project offers scenic vistas easily accessible from Cultus Bay Road
by residents and tourists alike. The Land Trust will also evaluate potential locations for benches
or a platform to allow for more formal wildlife viewing, as well as providing periodic public
events on the Property such as guided nature walks and educational activities. The proposed
uses of the site will balance the protection of its resources, with appropriate opportunities for
public enjoyment.
C. PLAN CONSISTENCY AND PARTNERSHIPS:
Protection of the Hun Wetland project is consistent with the following local and regional plans,
as well as the local, state, and national plans listed in Exhibit N.
1. Island County Comprehensive Plan (ICCP):
Protection of the Hun property, with its significant fish and wildlife habitat, wetlands, and
low-impact recreational opportunities will further several goals of the Island County
Comprehensive Plan. These goals include:
a) Natural Resources Element:
Goal 1:

Safeguard the natural environment as an integrated system where the land,
water, and air resources interact creating a balanced environment for all life
on the islands.

Goal 3:

Protect wetlands from a net loss in functions.

Goal 4:

Protect Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas.

Goal 7:

Manage and protect ground water and provide for resource protection though
a common goal of non-degradation for existing and future residents of Island
County.
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Goal 8:

Protect aquifer recharge areas from contamination and ensure long-term
recharge potential.

Goal 10: Conserve a variety of natural lands, in both public and private ownership, for
the enjoyment and economic benefit of current and future residents of Island
County.
Goal 11: Prioritize the protection of natural lands that coincide with other valuable
resources, including ecological, historical, agricultural, recreational, and
cultural lands.
Goal 12: Protect natural, scenic, cultural, and historic lands as community assets.
Goal 13: Continue to promote active public involvement in the conservation or
protection of important natural lands.
b) Parks and Recreation Element:
Goal 2: Provide low-impact/passive outdoor recreation opportunities throughout the
County.
Goal 4:

Acquire lands that conserve priority habitat and natural resources, preserve
open space, improve beach access, maintain island character, and improve
and expand passive outdoor recreational opportunities for public enjoyment.

Goal 8:

Foster partnerships and county-wide collaboration among park and habitat
providers to improve the provision of habitat conservation and recreation
services.

2. WRIA 6 Multi-species Salmon Recovery Plan (June 2019):
The Hun Wetland Acquisition project will help implement Island County’s Multi-Species
Salmon Recovery Plan, by protecting priority habitat for salmonids. The headwater
wetlands and riparian habitat in the project are benefit water quality in Glendale Creek,
which is located in a priority geographic area that encompasses nearby Glendale Beach and
Possession Sound Preserve (former Pearson property), and protection of the Hun property
will advance salmon recovery efforts in WRIA 6.
3. Washington State Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) – 2018/2020 Action Agenda:
The Protection and Restoration of habitat is one of three region-wide strategic initiatives
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identified by the Puget Sound Partnership's Action Agenda. The Hun property is a critical
addition to protection efforts on south Whidbey Island, given the importance of intact
habitat and protected lands within the headwaters of Glendale Creek, which is one of only
three salmon bearing streams in Island County.
4. Documented support for this project by planning partners, other organizations, and
citizens:
There is a long history of community driven conservation efforts in the Glendale Watershed,
and local support for the project will be strong.
The Hun Wetland Protection project has documented support from local individuals and the
Whidbey Island Conservation District.
D. POTENTIAL FOR LOSS:
1. Immediacy and magnitude of potential loss of areas identified as having long-term rural
significance or land suitable for conservation.
Residential development of the Hun property uplands would degrade the Property’s critical
wetland and riparian habitats and downstream water resources. Fee simple acquisition by
the Land Trust will permanently remove the single development right on the Property,
thereby preventing impacts to the headwater wetlands and preserving open space, rural
character, and scenic qualities of Island County.
2. Immediacy of acquisition timing: opportunity with landowner and leveraged funding.
The landowners are willing to sell the Property to the Land Trust for the permanent
protection of water quality and wildlife habitat in Island County. Although most of the
project area is encumbered with restrictive zoning, the Property could be developed under
reasonable use. The commitment of private donor matching funds will leverage this
Conservation Futures Fund grant request to permanently protect this critical habit for the
benefit of Island County residents and water quality of Puget Sound.
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E. ASSESSMENT OF STEWARDSHIP VIABILITY:
1. Stewardship needs are identified and adequately addressed with an appropriate
management plan or application includes funding request for management plan:
The Whidbey Camano Land Trust will manage this project site as a nature preserve to
protect its intact and functioning wetland and wildlife habitat in perpetuity. The Land Trust
develops management plans for all of its fee-owned lands to document the current
conservation values of the Property and guide future management of the Property. The
Land Trust will regularly monitor the Property to ensure that the conservation values of the
Property are maintained and will take action to address any threats to the critical habitat
form adverse uses of the Property including trespassing, vandalism, dumping, or
encroachment.
Funding for developing the management plan and immediate stewardship needs including
invasive species removal, fencing, and signage, is available from private funds already
secured for the project. The Land Trust also recruits volunteer land stewards for every feeowned property, who maintain weekly scheduled visits to the Property and carry out
specific tasks.
2. Potential risks and liabilities to protect long-term conservation values and resources are
identified and adequately addressed:
The main potential risk and potential liability will be invasive plant control to eradicate
noxious weeds, particularly along Cultus Bay Road. Funding is available for this effort in the
short-term, and long-term control will be part of the Land Trust’s on-going maintenance.
3. Identifies long-term costs of maintenance and capital improvements (if any) and are
adequately addressed:
Funds secured from private donor are sufficient to cover future invasive species removal
projects at the site. Capital improvements are not planned for the Property.
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F. FINANCIAL STRATEGIES:
1. Acquisition cost efficiencies and financial strategy (including matching contributions) to
leverage use of funds:
The Trust has secured over 22 percent ($50,000) in matching funds to leverage use of this
grant request to Island County Conservation Futures for the fee simple acquisition of the
Hun property. In addition, the Land Trust will monitor and steward the conservation values
of the Property in perpetuity. Costs associated with long term stewardship will be sourced
from private fundraising and future grants.
2. Strategy for managing future costs, liability and risk issues (for example, acquisition of
minimum controlling interest).
The Land Trust has not identified any notable risks or liabilities related to protecting the
long-term conservation values and resources of the Property. The Land Trust will be
responsible for the long-term management and maintenance of the site, and has a
Stewardship Reserve Fund, Legal Defense Fund, and legal defense insurance, all of which
help ensure the Land Trust’s ability to manage the site in perpetuity.
In addition, the Land Trust has a robust volunteer program that currently engages 250
volunteers per year who contribute more than 4,500 hours to steward Land Trust
properties and conservation easements. The Land Trust will coordinate with local area
volunteers who have expressed interest in adopting future conservation properties as
volunteer Site Stewards if the site is successfully protected.
In order to prevent habitat degradation that would compromise water resources and
wildlife habitats, on site and downstream in Glendale Creek, and to consider the potential
of public access to wildlife viewing on the Property, fee-simple acquisition and ownership by
Whidbey Camano Land Trust is preferred conservation tool and outcome. The ownership
and stewardship of the Property by an accredited land trust organization furthers the goals
and metrics of the County’s Comprehensive Plan.
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Exhibit A: Parcel Map
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Exhibit B: Location Map
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Exhibit C: Land Protection Vicinity Map
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Exhibit D: Watershed Map
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Exhibit E: Habitat Map
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Exhibit F: Project Location in Relation to Wetlands

Project
Location

Island County 2036: 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, December 13, 2016.
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/2016CompPlan/2016_06-NaturalResources.pdf
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Exhibit G: Project Relation to Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas

Project
Location

Island County 2036: 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, December 13, 2016.
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/2016CompPlan/2016_06-NaturalResources.pdf
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Exhibit H: Project in Relation to Island County Properties in Agricultural Tax Program

Project
Location

Island County 2036: 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, December 13, 2016.
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/2016CompPlan/2016_01-LandUse.pdf
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Exhibit I: Project in Relation to Island County Parks & Recreation Habitat Conservation
Priorities for Parks Acquisition

Project
Location

Island County 2036: 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, December 13, 2016.
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/2016CompPlan/2016_07-Parks.pdf
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Exhibit J: Project Location in Relation to Existing Park System – South Whidbey

Project
Location

Island County 2036: 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, December 13, 2016.
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/2016CompPlan/2016_07-Parks.pdf
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Exhibit K: Project in Relation to Geographic Priorities of the WRIA 6 Salmon Recovery Plan
Update (June 2019)

Project
Location

WRIA 6 (Whidbey and Camano Islands), Multi-Species Salmon Recovery Plan Update, June 2019.
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Exhibit L: Project in Relation to 2000-2019 Salmon Recovery Funding Board Projects in WRIA 6

Project
Location

WRIA 6 (Whidbey and Camano Islands), Multi-Species Salmon Recovery Plan Update, June 2019.
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WRIA 6 (Whidbey and Camano Islands), Multi-Species Salmon Recovery Plan Update, June 2019.
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Exhibit M: Hun Wetland Acquisition Project Photos

Photo 1. Looking north at the subject Property

Photo 2. Looking East at the subject Property from Cultus Bay Road.
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Photo 3. A panoramic view from Cultus Bay Road.

Photo 4. Looking east at the potential restoration area from the corner of Cultus Bay and Cattron Roads.

Photo 5. Looking south from subject Property with Cultus Bay Road frontage visible.
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Photo 6. Looking north from subject Property with Cultus Bay Road frontage visible.

Photo 7. The Hun property will provide access for a variety of low-impact recreational uses.

Page 27 of 28

Exhibit N: Local, Regional, and National conservation plans supported by the project
Management Plan or Effort

How this Project Helps Implement its Goals

Local Plans:
WRIA 6 Multi-Species Salmon
Recovery Plan Update (June 2019)

The project addresses the protection of freshwater
and marine waters quality. Additionally, the project
is located in a priority geographic location.

Island County - Critical Areas Plan
and Comprehensive Plan

Area of local importance: critical aquifer recharge
area

Washington State Puget Sound
Partnership (PSP) – 2018 State of the
Sound

The Protection and Restoration of habitat is one of three
region-wide strategic initiatives identified by the Puget
Sound Partnership's Action Agenda

State/Regional Plans:
Washington State -- Coastal and
Estuarine Land Conservation Plan

The Project addresses the need to protect salmon
supporting lands, wetlands, shorelines, and habitat
diversity, especially those lands that can be
effectively managed for their ecological value and
are threatened with development

Conservation Strategy for Landbirds
in Lowlands & Valleys of West OR &
WA

Preserves snags, dense understory shrub layer,
subcanopy and large canopy trees in the Project
uplands

National/International Plans:
North American Waterfowl
Management Plan
U.S. Shorebirds Conservation Plan

North American Waterbird
Conservation Plan

Project furthers multiple population and habitat
objectives and protection, restoration and
enhancement goals for the Region by protecting key
habitats that needed by waterfowl
Project addresses the goal of maintaining adequate
quantity and quality of habitat to support the array
of shorebirds that use this critical flyway
Protection allows the opportunity to restore
habitats that support the life cycle needs of
waterbirds
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