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HEALTH MATTERS
Island County Public Health COVID Response Community Guidance

WhidbeyHealth
monoclonal
antibody (mAb)
infusion therapy
update

CDC recommends vaccination
for those who are pregnant
On Sept. 29, the Center for Disease Control issued an urgent health
advisory to increase COVID-19 vaccination among people who are
pregnant, recently pregnant, including those who are lactating, who are
trying to become pregnant now, or who might become pregnant in the
future to prevent serious illness, deaths, and adverse pregnancy
outcomes.
The CDC health advisory strongly recommends COVID-19 vaccination
either before or during pregnancy because the benefits of vaccination
for both pregnant persons and their fetus or infant outweigh known or
potential risks. Additionally, the advisory calls on health departments
and clinicians to educate pregnant people on the benefits of vaccination
and the safety of recommended vaccines.
Read the CDC article here.

Due to a national shortage of
mAbs treatment pharmaceuticals, WhidbeyHealth reported
on Oct. 5 that it was not able to
provide treatments at this time.
WhidbeyHealth will offer
Monoclonal Antibody (mAb)
infusion therapy as able.
Treatment is offered to those
with mild to moderate COVID19 symptoms, following an
assessment by an Emergency
Department provider.
WhidbeyHealth asks that
patients seeking mAb infusion
therapy call ahead of arrival and
are prepared to show a copy of
their positive COVID-19 lab
test, if not performed at
WhidbeyHealth Medical Center.
For additional information about
mAbs treatment at WhidbeyHealth Medical Center, visit
their COVID-19 dashboard
here.

Gov. Jay Inslee extends nursing home proclamation
Gov. Jay Inslee announced on Oct. 1 the extension of Proclamation 21.15 that
suspends and waives certain statutes in order to allow nursing homes to transfer or
discharge residents to other long-term care facilities.
The order was originally for 30 days and set to expire on Oct. 2.
The 4-corners of the legislature extended the waivers and suspensions in 21-15
through 11:59 p.m. Nov. 1.
Read the full proclamation here. Read the article from which this information
came here.

Public Health
offers on-site
vaccine visits to
those who are
homebound

Public Health
distributing COVID
test kits to those
who are eligible
Island County Public Health
COVID Response Team is
participating in the distribution of
Everlywell COVID test kits.
This is a free resource to the
public.
To be eligible, individuals must
be Island County residents that
are having a hard time locating
COVID-19 testing (this includes
timely access).
The Everlywell test kits
provided by Island County Public
Health are only for test takers 18
years and older. They are
prioritized for symptomatic
individuals.
The Everlywell test kits can
only be picked up at our Camano
and Coupeville offices.

A survey is required to be
completed either online at
https://www.cognitoforms.com/Isla
ndCountyPublicHealth/AtHomeCo
vid19Testing or by calling the
COVID-19 Call Center at 360-6782301.
Once the survey is completed,
there will be a follow-up call to
ensure eligibility, and then a pick-up
location for the test kit will be
chosen.

The Homebound program
from Island County Public
Health COVID Response is
available to provide on-site
COVID vaccinations to those
who are unable to leave their
home or small group setting
(e.g., residential facilities).
Services are provided at no
cost.
To schedule an
appointment or for any
questions, please contact
Sharon Branch at 360-6782301 or email to her at
s.branch@islandcountywa.gov.

COVID-19 case
investigations &
contact tracing
Have you or someone you know
been exposed to COVID-19?
Case investigations and contact
tracing help slow and prevent the
spread of infectious diseases like
COVID-19.
You can call the Washington
State Department of Health
Coronavirus Hotline: 1-800-5250127 or go to the Washington State
Department of Health Case
Investigations & Contact Tracing
website to learn more.
You can also sign up for WA
Notify, a smartphone application
that helps with Contact Tracing.

Community Connection
Oak Harbor’s Kasey Welden, 16, nearly died from COVID19. She and her parents share their story. The video can be
viewed on YouTube here.

Summary table of Island County Positive COVID-19 Cases, 2021
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State insurance commissioner extends emergency orders
On Oct. 1, Insurance Commissioner Mike Kreidler extended two emergency orders.
Kreidler's order requiring health insurers to waive copays and deductibles for any consumer requiring
testing for the coronavirus (COVID-19) and his order protecting consumers from receiving surprise bills for
lab fees related to medically necessary diagnostic testing for COVID-19 are both extended until Oct. 31.

Public Health COVID Response Unit mobile vaccination clinics
Friday, Oct. 8, Blue Fox Drive-in Theater, 1403 Monroe Landing Road, Oak Harbor, 3-7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 14, Island Thrift, 600 S.E. Barrington Dr., Oak Harbor, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 18, St. Augustine's Catholic Church, 185 N. Oak Harbor St., Oak Harbor, 3-6 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 25, Skagit Valley College Whidbey Island Campus in Oak Harbor, Oak Hall, Main Lobby, 2-7 p.m.

Translation services provided. Clinics are open to ages 12 and older. All three vaccines, Pfizer, Moderna
and Johnson & Johnson, available. No appointment, ID, or insurance necessary.
Public Health’s Mobile Vaccination Team is also available to come to your organization or facility to give
vaccines. Contact Paul Shimada by email at p.shimada@islandcountywa.gov or call 360-499-4416.

Case counts and death counts by county
This graph displays the number of laboratory
confirmed and presumptive positive COVID-19 cases
as of Oct. 7 in Washington state by county.
Island County reported a total of 43 deaths.
No. of COVID-19 cases in Washington: 672,819
No. of COVID-19 deaths in Washington:

7,917

* Data is preliminary and presumptive positives are subject to change after confirmatory testing at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Island County Public Health now offering third doses
Island County Public Health is authorized to administer a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines only for certain immunocompromised groups.
Boosters for the Pfizer vaccine are available in limited quantity at the county's vaccination clinics.
The Island County Public Health COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics will provide third doses for immunocompromised patients pursuant to the FDA/CDC guidelines.
The vaccination team continues to offer first and/or second doses of the Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson and
Moderna vaccines as available, free of charge. No identification or insurance information required to receive a
vaccine.

Western States
Workgroup reviews,
recommend boosters
The Western States Scientific Safety
Review Workgroup completed its review of
the federal process and has recommended a
booster dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine at least six months after their
primary vaccination series for people older
than 65 and people at higher risk for severe
illness from COVID-19.
The Workgroup provided its
confirmation to the governors of
Washington, Oregon, California and
Nevada.
The Workgroup recommended the
following groups of people who received
the Pfizer vaccine should receive a booster
dose of the Pfizer vaccine after six months:
People 65 and older;
People living in a long-term care facility,
and;
People 50-64 with underlying medical
conditions.
In addition, the Workgroup recommended
that the following groups of people ages 1864 who received the Pfizer vaccine may also
receive a booster dose of the Pfizer vaccine
after six months:
People with underlying medical
conditions, and
People who are at higher risk of
COVID-19 exposure and transmission
due to occupational or institutional
setting.

Governor issues vaccine directive for contractors
On Sept. 27, Gov. Jay Inslee amended Proclamation 21-14.1 (Vaccine Requirement) to include on-site
contractors who contract with the Office of the Attorney General, the Office of the Commissioner of Public
Lands and the Department of Natural Resources, the Office of Insurance Commissioner, the Office of the
Lieutenant Governor and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Because these agencies have already required that their employees be fully vaccinated, only their on-site
contractors are added to the requirements of this proclamation.
These on-site contractors must be fully vaccinated by the date established by the state agency but not later
than Nov. 30. The decision to add these contractors was made in collaboration with these state agencies.

