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Announcements
Thank you, Lori!
Lori Clark, fearless leader of the Island County Natural Resources team and ILIO
Coordinator, is stepping down after nearly 15 years of service. Lori's team and Island
County have benefited greatly from her hard work and dedication. We have all been
inspired by her passion, ability to get meaningful work done, and commitment to protecting
our air, water, and land. She will be greatly missed, and we wish her a wealth of
happiness and success at her next endeavor!
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Programmatic Updates
Island Local Integrating Organization (ILIO)
The ILIO Technical Committee will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, June 8 from 1-3pm
via Zoom. The Executive Committee will hold its next meeting on Wednesday, May 26
from 10-11am via Zoom.
At the April Technical Committee meeting, the ILIO hosted a robust discussion about
Forestry Practices in Island County in order to better understand challenges and
opportunities for solutions. If you missed the meeting, you can read the summary here.
The Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) Leadership Council approved desired outcomes for
Puget Sound recovery, which articulate what is needed to protect and restore habitat,
improve water quality, protect the food web and imperiled species, prevent the worst
effects of climate change, and ensure human wellbeing. This is open for public comment
until Friday, June 25. Click here to access the draft list of strategies for achieving desired
outcomes as well as instructions for providing feedback.

2021 VIRTUAL PUGET SOUND DAYS ON THE HILL: Since we can't convene in person,
this year's Puget Sound Days on the Hill will be a series of virtual events with the
Washington congressional delegation, federal officials, and special guests. PSP and the
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (NWIFC) are hosting these events. The last one
will be Friday, May 21, from 1-2:30pm. Additional notes will be provided prior to each
session. Puget Sound restoration and protection, salmon recovery efforts, climate change
adaptation and mitigation, infrastructure, and other topics will be discussed. Check here
for the latest information.
Be sure to check ILIO's website for upcoming meeting agendas and minutes.

Marine Resources Committee (MRC)
The MRC will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, June 1 from 3-5pm via Zoom.
Eelgrass Storymap: Supported by the MRC and other local organizations, community
scientists recently wrapped up a 10-year study about the distribution of eelgrass beds in
Island County. A visually striking Storymap highlighting their work and the importance of
eelgrass beds is available here.
After interacting with the Storymap, please fill out this learning assessment for a chance to
win your very own copy of Sound Water Stewards' newest edition of Getting to the Water’s
Edge on Whidbey & Camano Islands. The assessment will close on June 4th, and the
drawing will be held shortly after.
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MRC's Forage Fish monitoring teams are getting back out on the beach, and the
program is looking for more volunteers! Monitoring for forage fish eggs provides
important data that contributes to the health of marine life. If volunteering to be a part of
this community science effort is something that piques your interest, please contact Ann
Prusha at a.prusha@islandcountywa.gov or 360-678-2347.
The MRC worked with the Seahorse Siesta community and the Washington Department
of Natural Resources’ Marine Debris Removal Program to organize a cleanup of over 70
tires and other marine debris along the shoreline west of the Seahorse Siesta restoration
site. Thank you to the many amazing volunteers who helped in this effort!

Volunteers helped remove over 70 tires near the Seahorse Siesta restoration site!

Be sure to check MRC's website for upcoming meetings, agendas, and minutes.
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Salmon Recovery
The Salmon Recovery Technical and Citizen Committee (SRTCC) will hold its next
meeting on Wednesday, June 16 from 1-3 pm via Zoom.
If you are able to provide a business perspective to salmon recovery, SRTCC can benefit
greatly from your experience! SRTCC is looking for a member who is able to serve by
helping the group view salmon recovery through a business/economic lens. Please
contact Dawn Spilsbury Pucci at d.pucci@islandcountywa.gov if you or someone you
know is interested in this opportunity.
Final project scoring for the two projects moving forward in the ranking process, Hoypus
Point Shoreline Restoration and Polnell Armor Removal, took place at the May meeting.

Hoypus Point (Northwest Straits Foundation)

Be sure to check out the Salmon Recovery website for upcoming meeting information and
minutes.

Resources and Interesting Reads
Local News
The Puget Sound Regional Council was awarded a grant to help catalyze the
development of new stormwater parks. These enhance communities by treating
stormwater and providing recreational opportunities. Jurisdictions interested in receiving
technical assistance in the development of new stormwater parks can learn more here.

May 2021 Natural Resources Newsletter

The new Island County Camano Administrative Building features a bioswale to help
manage stormwater runoff and filter pollutants from surface and ground water sources. In
this presentation, Dr. Ani Jayakaran describes how stormwater runoff affects our
environment, and how Green Stormwater and Low Impact Development (LID) practices
use plants, soil, and microbes to treat stormwater and minimize the footprint that humans
leave on the landscape. Master Gardeners from Washington State University Extension
Island County also describe some of the plants featured and why you might use them in
your landscape.
Creosote, a wood preservative, was widely used along shorelines in Washington. Today,
we know about the threat it poses to salmon and humans. Click here to read about
creosote cleanup efforts at Elger Bay salt marsh.
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Department of Natural Resources crews wave flags to a helicopter as they remove creosote-soaked logs from
Elger Bay on Camano Island. (Andy Bronson / The Herald)

Learn
The Water 100 Project, an initiative of the PSP and The Nature Conservancy, is a new
way to seek solutions for Puget Sound’s water quality problems. This initiative includes
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scientists, engineers and policymakers working together to identify the 100 most
substantive solutions for a clean and resilient Puget Sound.
Shore Friendly Living Episode 3 - Restoring the Connection Between Land and Water is
out! It is part of a video series made by the Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) in
partnership with other Shore Friendly programs across Puget Sound.
Check out this documentary, Engineering with Nature - sustainable solutions for a
changing climate. It's about a restoration project in the largest watershed contained in
Seattle, using an innovative green storm water infrastructure approach of rebuilding the
hyporheic zone. The trailer is also available on the film's website.
On a recent issue of PSP's Making Waves magazine, Laura Blackmore, PSP's Executive
Director, interviewed Governor Jay Inslee, David Troutt, Natural Resources Director with
the Nisqually Indian Tribe, and Anji Moraes, Senior Program Officer with Vulcan Inc. about
Puget Sound recovery, climate change, environmental justice, and infrastructure.
San Juan County, in partnership with Nuka Research & Planning Group LLC and the
Puget Sound Institute Salish Sea Modeling Center, has completed the Vessel Drift and
Response Analysis for the Strait of Juan de Fuca to the Southern Strait of Georgia. For
an overview, please refer to the project factsheet.
This article, The Incredible Link Between Nature and Your Emotions, highlights evidence
that supports how important nature is for our wellbeing.

Tools
The University of Washington Climate Impacts Group has released an online tool to help
stormwater and wastewater managers in the Northwest design and operate with climate
change in mind.

Act!
Want an excuse to visit some amazing coastal sites? Check out NWSF's Passport To
Marine Adventure! It's an interactive way to engage with the Salish Sea and its
surrounding ecosystem. Visit coastal exploration sites, complete educational activities and
win prizes as you explore the Salish Sea like never before.
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Event Rundown
Cascadia Coastal Hazards Research Coordination Network is
hosting a webinar called Probabilistic infrastructure damage,
Tuesday, May 25 debris forecasting, and community resilience analysis for CSZ
earthquake and tsunami applied to Seaside, Oregon from
2:30-3:30pm.
Wednesday, May The ILIO Executive Committee will meet via Zoom from 1026
11am.
The Environmental Protection Agency's Water
Research Webinar on Community-enabled Lifecycle Analysis
Wednesday, May
of Stormwater Infrastructure Costs (CLASIC): Tool
26
Functionality and Case Studies will be held from 11am-12pm
PDT.
The Environmental Law Institute is hosting a webinar called
Wednesday, May
Integrating Nature-Based Goals in Hazard Mitigation Plans
26
from 2-3:30pm. Participants must register by May 24.
The Salish Sea Institute and Western Washington University
Wednesday, May
Alumni Association are hosting the State of the Salish Sea:
26
Symposium #1 from 4-5:30pm. Register here.
Georgia Strait Alliance and Washington Sea Grant are hosting
Wednesday, May the Salish Sea Green Boating Happy Hour from 5-6:30pm.
Learn about clean boating practices, reduce boater impacts,
26
and aid in the recovery of Southern Resident Orcas.
Whidbey Camano Land Trust is hosting a webinar called
Thursday, May 27 Addressing Climate Change Through Conversation at
6:30pm.
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Tuesday, June 1 The MRC will meet via Zoom from 3-5pm.
Tuesday, June 8

The ILIO Technical Committee will meet via Zoom from 13pm.

Wednesday, June
SRTCC will meet via Zoom from 1-3pm.
16

Thank you for your interest in Island County Natural Resources.
For more information, contact Ann Prusha at a.prusha@islandcountywa.gov or 360-678-2347.
Stay connected with our Facebook page!
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