
Ord. No. C-107-15; PLG-007-15 
SMP Update     Page 211 
 

EXHIBIT C 
Board of Island County Commissioners’ Findings of Fact  

 
The Board of Island County Commissioners adopts the Planning Commission’s findings 
of fact attached as Exhibit D to this Ordinance except as modified below. 

 
1. On September 28, 2015 the Island County Planning Commission recommended 

the Board of Island County Commissioners accept all of the required and 
recommended changes identified in the Department of Ecology’s conditional 
approval letter dated August 17, 2015 and developed written findings of fact in 
support of this recommendation which are attached to this Ordinance as Exhibit 
D.  
 

2. In reviewing the Planning Commission’s recommendation, the Board of Island 
County Commissions became aware that implementing the required change 
identified as “item 37” in attachment B of the Department of Ecology’s conditional 
approval letter would result  in a conflict between two provisions of the proposed 
Shoreline Master Program regulations, specifically sections 17.05A.110.A.3.c).(v) 
and 17.05A.110.A.3.e).(ii). 
 

3. Section 17.05A.110.A.3.c).(v) states that shoreline stabilization may be permitted 
where: “there is conclusive evidence documented by a geotechnical or coastal 
engineering analysis that erosion from waves or currents is expected to cause 
damage to a primary structure within three years based on a trend analysis of 
prior rates of erosion if the shoreline stabilization is not constructed”. 
Alternatively, section 17.05A.110.A.3.e).(ii), which addresses the contents of 
geotechnical reports submitted in support of applications for shoreline 
stabilization, states that in order to permit shoreline stabilization, geotechnical 
reports must demonstrate that a primary structure will be threatened within three 
years, unless: “waiting until the need is that immediate would foreclose the 
opportunity to use measures that avoid impacts on ecological functions”.  
 

4. In those situations where it can be shown that shoreline stabilization is 
necessary, alternative measures that avoid impacts to shoreline ecological 
functions should be prioritized, and in some situations, waiting until a structure 
will be threatened within three years may make such measures impractical. 
Accordingly, the Board of Island County Commissioners finds that 
17.05A.110.A.3.c).(v) should be amended to include the language from 
17.05A.110.A.3.e).(ii).    

 
 
 

 


