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MEMORANDUM ~  

TO: Island County Planning Commission
FROM: Island County Planning & Community Development

DATE: April2, 2019

SUBJECT: Island County Housing Code Audit

Island County Planning Commission:  

TheHousingElementImplementation PlanasadoptedviaresolutionbytheBoardofIsland
CountyCommissioners (BOCC) onJanuary15,2019, providesasetofdiscretetasksthat
IslandCountycanpursuetoimplementpoliciesintheupdatedHousingElementandaddress
housingissuesidentified intheHousingNeedsAnalysis. Thisincludestheneedforavarietyof
housingtypes (particularly rentalhousing) andhousingforlow-incomehouseholds.  

Theplanincludessevenimplementation actions. Prioritiesfordetermining theactionsincluded
theirtiming, easeofimplementing, andimpact. Theseactionsare "lowhangingfruit" theCounty
willworktowardsandcompleteinthenextfiveyears, atwhichpointtheElementwillbe
reviewedasapartoftheperiodicupdate.   

OneofthefirstactionitemstheCountyhaschosentopursueisAction4. Action4istoconduct
areviewofIslandCounty’sdevelopmentstandards, identifyingconfusingorunclearlanguage
andunnecessarybarriersthatimpedethedevelopmentofhigherdensityhousingtypessuchas
clusteredhousing, plannedresidentialdevelopments, accessorydwellingunits, guestcottages,  
farmlaborhousingandmultifamilydevelopment indesiredlocations. Subsequently, toprepare
andimplementcorresponding codeupdates.  

Asafirststep, longrangeplanningstaffformedalistofideasforpotentialcodechanges. Allthe
currentuseplannersandtheHousingAdvisoryGroupthenreviewedandprovidedinputonthis
list. TheHousingAdvisoryGroupconsistsoffivelocalsubjectareaexpertswhowillassistinthe
brainstorming ofcodeimprovementsandthereviewofdraftcodelanguagethroughout this
project. ThegroupwillfunctionsimilarlytothePlanningCommissionSubcommittee formedfor
theRuralLandscodeupdateprojects.   

Includedwiththismemoisthelistofproposedcodechanges, aspresentedtotheBOCCduring
theirApril3, 2019worksession. StaffarehopingtoreceiveinputfromthePlanningCommission
ontheitemsinthislist, andhearanyadditionalproposalsforcodechanges.   
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