


 

 

 
 

 
 
                                                                P.O. Box 5000 
                                                                Coupeville, Wa 98239-5000 
 
 
 
 
December 14, 2011 
 
Ms. Martha M. Rose 
Executive Director 
Island Transit 
PO Box 1735 
Coupeville, Washington  98239 
 
RE: Support of Island Transit’s Public Lands Highways Discretionary Program Application -  
 Kineth Passage 
 
Dear Ms. Rose: 
 
The Island Sub-Region of the Skagit/Island Regional Transportation Planning Organization offers full support for 
Island Transit’s submittal of a Public Lands Highways Discretionary Program request for funds necessary to conduct 
research, planning, and engineering for the Kineth Passage located at State Route 20 and Parker Road on Whidbey 
Island, Island County.  
 
The Kineth Passage project will incorporate the cultural, historical, and environmental aspects of Smith Prairie and 
the Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve. The project will also allow pedestrians and bicyclists to access the 
bus pullouts and trails on both sides of SR20 – without crossing across a busy state highway, thus facilitating public 
transportation ridership by ensuring safe access. 
 
We feel the timing of the Kineth Passage project is a perfect fit with the other projects that you and your partners are 
undertaking. It is well known that Island Transit received federal funding for your new main base facilities project, 
which is slated to break ground in February 2012. You are also a partner in the WSDOT/Island County/Island 
Transit road project which realigns a very unsafe portion of SR20 located at the junction of SR20, Old Smith Prairie 
Road, and Parker Road. The State Legislature funding for Island Transit’s portion of this project partnership allows 
for the construction of Island Transit’s critical secondary access into your new main facilities project, as well as 
providing for bus pullouts, a bike and ride transit park, and access to Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve 
and Island County trails. This is an appropriate location and apt timing for Island Transit’s Kineth Passage.  
 
The Island Sub-Region of the Skagit/Island Regional Transportation Planning Organization has reviewed this 
project and it is consistent with the goals and policies of the Island and Skagit Counties Coordinated Public Transit – 
Human Services Transportation Plan. The Kineth Passage project is also listed on the most current STIP.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Angela Homola 
Chair, Island Sub-Regional Transportation Planning Organization, SIRTPO 
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