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ISLAND TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

1:00 PM, Thursday, September 8, 2016 
Room 131, Island County Law & Justice Building 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Approval of minutes from August 11 TAC

3. Corridor Sketch Initiative Update (John)

4. IRTPO Designation Update

5. HSTP Progress Update

6. RTPO Deliverables1

7. STBG Eligibilities2,3

8. Federal Funding Obligations Update

9. New Items / Roundtable conversation (All)

Materials: 
1. RTPO WAC
2. Title 23 USC
3. Ped/Bike Funding Matrix

Please contact Brian Wood at (360) 678-7959 if there are any other items that you 
would like to have added to the agenda.     Next meeting: Thursday, Sept 8, 2016. 

Acronym Key: 
ITPO: Island Transportation Planning Organization 
IRTPO: Island Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
ILA: Interlocal Agreement 
HSTP: Human Services Transportation Plan 
STBG: Surface Transportation Block Grant  
WSDOT: Washington State Department of Transportation 
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Chapter 468-86 WAC Last Update: 4/15/97  
Rtpo planning standards and guidelines  

WAC Sections 

PART ONE 

PURPOSE/AUTHORITY  
468-86-010 Authority.  
468-86-020 Purpose/intent. 

PART TWO 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  
468-86-030 Definitions.  
468-86-040 Determining the region.  
468-86-050 Establishing the organization. 
468-86-060 Relationship to MPOs.  
468-86-070 Designation procedures.  

PART THREE 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN  
468-86-080 Least-cost planning methodology.  
468-86-090 Regional transportation goals and objectives.  
468-86-100 Regional transportation strategy.  
468-86-110 Needs, deficiencies, data requirements, and coordinated regional transportation and land 
use assumptions.  
468-86-120 Financial component.  
468-86-130 Proposed future transportation network.  
468-86-140 High capacity transit and public transportation interrelationships.  

PART FOUR 

CERTIFICATION  
468-86-150 Certification. 

PART FIVE 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  
468-86-160 Regional transportation improvement program. 
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WAC 468-86-010 
Authority.  

  The regional transportation planning program was authorized by the 1990 legislature as part of the 
state's Growth Management Act. The program is contained in chapter 47.80 RCW, with funding 
appropriations made as part of the Department of Transportation Appropriations Act. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-010, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-020 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Purpose/intent.  

  (1) The regional transportation planning program creates a formal mechanism for local governments 
and the state to coordinate transportation planning for regional transportation facilities. The act 
authorized the creation of regional transportation planning organizations (RTPO) by local governments 
to coordinate transportation planning among jurisdictions and develop a regional transportation plan. 
The regional transportation planning program is available to all counties and cities statewide (RCW 
47.80.020). 

     (2) The legislature has authorized a grant program to fund this work. The department has the 
authority to administer this grant program, and to develop in cooperation with the RTPOs: 

     (a) Minimum planning standards for the development of a regional transportation plan; 

     (b) The RTPO regional transportation improvement program; 

     (c) Planning guidelines and principles; 

     (d) Certification standards for the transportation portion of local comprehensive plans and county-
wide planning policies; 

     (e) The adoption of LOS standards on state transportation facilities; and 

     (f) RTPO regional transportation strategies. 

     (3) The purpose of the minimum planning standards is to guide RTPOs in the use of the regional 
transportation planning grants, and in the development of planning products under the program. Work 
proposed by each regional transportation planning organization shall be included in a work program 
that demonstrates adherence to the planning standards within this chapter. The intent of the 
department is to provide guidance that is sufficient to ensure a minimum level of consistency across the 
state, while providing flexibility for regions to meet specific mobility needs. 
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     (4) The department will achieve this purpose through the establishment of these rules and through 
the cooperative development and maintenance of a set of RTPO planning standards and guidelines. 
Copies of these standards and guidelines will be available through the department's transportation 
planning office. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-020, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-030 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Definitions.  

  "Consistency" means that no feature of a plan or regulation is incompatible with any other feature of a 
plan or regulation. Consistency is indicative of a capacity for orderly integration or operation with other 
elements in a system. 

     "Department" means the department of transportation (WSDOT). 

     "Least cost planning" means a process of comparing direct and indirect costs of demand and supply 
options to meet transportation goals and/or policies where the intent of the process is to identify the 
most cost-effective mix of options. 

     "Level of service" means an established minimum capacity for both transit and regional arterials that 
must be provided per unit of demand or other appropriate measure of need. 

     "Organization" means regional transportation planning organization (RTPO). 

     "Region" means the area that includes the local jurisdictions that comprise the regional 
transportation planning organization. 

     "Urbanized area" means those areas designated as such by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

     "Urban growth areas" means those areas designated by a county pursuant to RCW 36.70A.110. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-030, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-040 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Determining the region.  

  Local governments should decide the geographic extent and composition of their region. The region 
should reflect common transportation concerns and a willingness among the local governments to work 
together in a cooperative planning process. 
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-040, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-050 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Establishing the organization.  

  (1) A regional transportation planning organization is a voluntary association of local governments 
within the region. It shall be a formal organization formed through an interlocal agreement that 
establishes the organization, defines duties and relationships, and includes a transportation policy 
board. The establishment of a technical advisory committee (TAC) is recommended. The RTPO must 
determine its own structure to ensure equitable and acceptable representation by member 
governments. Regions are encouraged to seek Native American tribal involvement. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-050, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-060 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Relationship to mpos.  

  The federal government requires a regional transportation planning process in urbanized areas with 
over fifty thousand population. This process is carried out by metropolitan planning organizations 
(MPOs) that have been jointly designated by local governments and the state. The intent is that the 
regional transportation planning program be integrated with the metropolitan planning organization 
program in these urbanized areas. RCW 47.80.020 requires that RTPOs shall be the same organization as 
that designated as the MPO. The regional transportation planning program provides the opportunity for 
transportation planning in rural areas within the RTPO. The department intends to jointly administer 
these two programs. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-060, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 
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WAC 468-86-070 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Designation procedures.  

  (1) Local governments desiring participation in the regional transportation planning program must 
submit an RTPO designation package to WSDOT. This information is necessary for WSDOT to verify that 
the RTPO meets the requirements of RCW 47.80.020. This package shall contain the following items: 

     (a) A description of the region; 

     (b) A formal designation of the RTPO, in the form of a resolution or other legal declaration; 

     (c) A list of all RTPO member local governments; 

     (d) A copy of the interlocal agreement that will govern RTPO operations; 

 (e) A formal designation by the RTPO of the lead planning agency; and 

     (f) A description of the RTPO's transportation policy board. 

     (2) WSDOT has the responsibility of verifying that RTPOs designated by local governments meet the 
state requirements. The most recent annual OFM population data will be used to verify population 
figures. WSDOT will review the RTPO designation package, make a finding of verification, and concur 
with or deny the local designation. Once verified, the RTPO may proceed in carrying out its duties and 
may receive regional transportation planning formula grants. If significant changes are made in the 
structure of the RTPO, WSDOT may request that another designation package be submitted for 
verification review. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-070, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-080 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Least-cost planning methodology.  

  The methodology shall consider direct and indirect costs and benefits for all reasonable options to 
meet planning goals and objectives. The methodology shall treat demand and supply resources on a 
consistent and integrated basis. The regional transportation planning organizations shall consult the 
guidelines set forth by the department for implementing a least-cost planning methodology. Regional 
transportation plans should incrementally incorporate least-cost planning methodologies as these 
concepts are developed. The regional transportation plan adopted after July 1, 2000, shall be based on a 
least-cost planning methodology appropriate to the region. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-080, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 
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WAC 468-86-090 No agency filings affecting this section since 
2003  Regional transportation goals and objectives.  

  The regional transportation planning program is meant to foster an ongoing transportation planning 
and decision-making process that actively plans for the improvement of regional transportation systems 
and coordinates this process among jurisdictions. The goals and objectives of the regional transportation 
plan should incorporate existing transportation related county-wide planning policies or multicounty 
transportation related planning policies where adopted and adhere to the following principles: 

     (1) Build upon applicable portions of the existing local comprehensive plan and process and promote 
the establishment of a regional perspective into the local comprehensive plan; 

     (2) Encourage partnerships between federal, state, local and tribal governments, special districts, the 
private sector, the general public, and other interest groups during conception, technical analysis, policy 
development, and decision processes in developing, updating, and maintaining the regional 
transportation plan; 

     (3) Ensure early and continuous public involvement from conceptual planning through decision 
making; 

     (4) Shall be ongoing, and incorporate short and long range multimodal planning activities to address 
major capacity expansion and operational improvements to the regional transportation system; 

     (5) Use regionally coordinated, valid and consistent technical methods and data should be used in 
identifying and analyzing needs; 

     (6) Consider environmental impacts related to the development of regional transportation 
policies and facilities and; 

     (7) Address the policies regarding the coordination of transportation planning among regional 
jurisdictions, including the relationship between regional transportation planning, local comprehensive 
planning and state transportation planning. 

     Within these principles, regions shall develop their own ongoing planning process for the 
development and refinement of the regional transportation plan, and provide a forum for the discussion 
of regional transportation planning issues. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-090, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 
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WAC 468-86-100 No agency filings affecting this section since 
2003  Regional transportation strategy.  

Each regional transportation planning organization shall develop a regional transportation strategy. 
The strategy should identify alternative transportation modes within the region and recommend 
policies to: 

 (1) Address each transportation mode; 

 (2) Address intermodal connections between modes; and 

 (3) Address transportation demand management where required. 

     The regional transportation strategy is intended to guide development of the regional transportation 
plan and any periodic updates. 

     Adopted multicounty and county-wide planning policies and policies from local comprehensive plans 
that are regional in scope and regionally consistent should provide the basis for the regional 
transportation strategy. The regional transportation strategy should be periodically reviewed and 
updated as necessary to reflect changing priorities or to maintain regional consistency. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-100, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-110 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003   
Needs, deficiencies, data requirements, and coordinated regional transportation and land use 
assumptions.  

  (1) The following components shall be developed and incorporated in the RTP: 

     (a) An inventory of existing regional transportation facilities and services, including 
physical, operational, and usage characteristics of the regional transportation system; 

     (b) An evaluation of current facilities and services, comparing current usage, and 
operational characteristics to level of service standards, and identification of regional 
transportation needs; 
     (c) Forecasts of future travel demand, based on the regional transportation strategy and local 
comprehensive plans; 

     (d) Identification of future regional transportation system deficiencies, comparing future travel 
needs for movement of people and goods to available facilities and services; and 

     (e) Coordinated common regional assumptions (growth, population, employment, mode split, etc.,) 
among local jurisdictions for the development of all transportation models to ensure consistency within 
the RTPO, and: 
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     (i) These common regional assumptions shall recognize the planning requirements of the state's 
Growth Management Act, and; 

     (ii) Be consistent with population forecasts prepared by the office of financial management. 

     (2) Performance monitoring. An integral part of the regional transportation plan is monitoring the 
performance of the regional transportation system over time. This information is necessary to 
determine the success of plan implementation and the effect of the desired improvements on the 
performance of the regional transportation system. Each RTPO shall describe their performance 
monitoring system in the regional transportation plan. The performance monitoring measures shall 
include traffic volumes and vehicle miles of travel (VMT) at a minimum and can include, but are not 
limited to, travel time, speed, safety standards and other measures. Performance monitoring measures 
should be coordinated and measurable on a consistent basis throughout the RTPO. 

     (3) Regional development patterns and investments. The regional transportation plan shall include a 
general assessment of regional development patterns and investments. This analysis is intended to 
provide direction and background information for updates of the regional transportation plan. The RTP 
updates shall be based upon a general retrospective discussion of current land use and transportation 
patterns and their relationship to the region's goals and objectives and elsewhere in the regional 
transportation plan. Current and projected development patterns and the expected magnitudes and 
time frame in which these developments are expected to occur should be reviewed and evaluated 
against the regional growth and transportation strategies. If the regional growth and transportation 
strategies have changed or current and projected development can be shown to be inconsistent, the 
plan should be updated to reflect these changes, or development policies should be updated to assure 
consistency and continuity of transportation and land use issues within the region. The region's 
interrelationships between growth and transportation should be discussed along with strategies such as 
access control, development of heritage corridors, and other measures designed to maintain current 
and proposed development patterns consistent with the regional transportation plan and the 
transportation and land use elements of local comprehensive plans. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-110, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-120 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Financial component.  

  The financial component shall include the following: 

     (1) An analysis of funding capacity including an inventory of revenue sources for regional 
transportation improvements, and probable funding levels available for regional 
transportation improvements from each source; 

     (2) Probable funding comparisons with identified current and future needs, including identified 
funding shortfalls; and 
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     (3) If funding shortfalls are identified, an analysis of additional funding resources to make up the 
shortfall, or a reassessment of the regional transportation strategies, at a minimum, to ensure that 
transportation needs fall within probable funding levels. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-120, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-130 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Proposed future transportation network.  

  Based upon the identified needs and probable funding levels within the region, the proposed future 
transportation network defines specific facility or service improvements, transportation system 
management strategies, and demand management strategies proposed for implementation on the 
regional transportation system. The plan shall identify priority levels for these improvements to guide 
local jurisdictions and the state in implementation and development of the regional transportation 
improvement program. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-130, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-140 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
High capacity transit and public transportation interrelationships.  

  Within those RTPOs where there is an existing or proposed high capacity transit system, the regional 
transportation plan shall discuss the relationship between the high capacity transit system and 
conventional public transit system. This could include policies to maintain coordinated arrivals and 
departures of interconnecting routes, coordination with other multimodal transportation centers, and 
other strategies targeted at improving these intermodal relationships over time. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-140, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-150 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Certification.  

  (1) By December 31, 1996, each RTPO shall certify, that the transportation element of 
all comprehensive plans for cities and counties planning under the Growth Management 

Act: 
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     (a) Reflect the transportation guidelines and principles established in the regional transportation 
plan; 

     (b) Are consistent with the adopted regional transportation plan; and 

     (c) Conform with the requirements of RCW 36.70A.070. 

     (2) Each RTPO shall also certify that county-wide planning policies adopted under RCW 36.70A.210 
and the adopted regional transportation plan are consistent. 

     (3) Regions shall cooperatively define and establish measures and processes to determine regional 
consistency with the adopted regional transportation plan. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-150, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 

WAC 468-86-160 No agency filings affecting this section since 2003  
Regional transportation improvement program.  

  (1) Each RTPO shall compile a regional transportation improvement program (TIP) at least once 
every two years. The regional TIP shall: 

     (a) Be developed on a cooperative basis by local government agencies, public transit agencies, and 
the department of transportation within each region; 

     (b) Consist of a list of regionally significant transportation projects and programs including 
projects proposed for construction and transportation demand management measures proposed to 
be implemented during each year for the next six-year period; 

     (c) Consist of regionally significant projects included in the local six-year transit development 
plans and six-year comprehensive transportation programs required by RCW 35.58.2795, 35.77.010, 
and 36.81.121 for transit agencies, cities, towns, and counties; 

     (d) Include all proposed WSDOT projects in the region; 

     (e) Include only projects consistent with the regional transportation plan; 

     (f) Include a financial section outlining: 

     (i) Sources of funding reasonably expected to be received for each year of the ensuing three-year 
period; and 

     (ii) All assumptions and explanations supporting the expected levels of funding consistent with 
information included in the financial component of the regional transportation plan. 
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     (2) The six-year regional TIP developed by each RTPO is intended for use as a planning document and 
shall be available at the lead planning agency office of the RTPO. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 47.80.070 and SHB 1928, Section 5. 97-09-046 (Order 169), § 468-86-160, 
filed 4/15/97, effective 5/16/97.] 



TITLE 23, U.S.C. Sec. 132 

Sec. 133. Surface transportation program pg 73 - 77

(b) Eligible Projects. - A State may obligate funds apportioned to it under section 104(b)(2) for 
the surface transportation program only for the following: 

(1) Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, restoration, preservation, or 
operational improvements for highways, including construction of designated routes of the 
Appalachian development highway system and local access roads under section 14501 of title 40. 

(2) Replacement (including replacement with fill material), rehabilitation, preservation, 
protection (including painting, scour countermeasures, seismic retrofits, impact protection 
measures, security countermeasures, and protection against extreme events) and application of 
calcium magnesium acetate, sodium acetate/formate, or other environmentally acceptable, 
minimally corrosive anti-icing and deicing compositions for bridges (and approaches to bridges 
and other elevated structures) and tunnels on public roads of all functional classifications, 
including any such construction or reconstruction necessary to accommodate other 
transportation modes. 

(3) Construction of a new bridge or tunnel at a new location on a Federal-aid highway. 
(4) Inspection and evaluation of bridges and tunnels and training of bridge and 

tunnel inspectors (as defined in section 144), and inspection and evaluation of other highway 
assets (including signs, retaining walls, and drainage structures). 

(5) Capital costs for transit projects eligible for assistance under chapter 53 of title 49, 
including vehicles and facilities, whether publicly or privately owned, that are used to provide 
intercity passenger service by bus. 

(6) Carpool projects, fringe and corridor parking facilities and programs, including 
electric vehicle and natural gas vehicle infrastructure in accordance with section 137, bicycle 
transportation and pedestrian walkways in accordance with section 217, and the modifications of 
public sidewalks to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 
et seq.). 

(7) Highway and transit safety infrastructure improvements and programs, installation of 
safety barriers and nets on bridges, hazard eliminations, projects to mitigate hazards caused by 
wildlife, and railway-highway grade crossings. 

(8) Highway and transit research and development and technology transfer programs. 
(9) Capital and operating costs for traffic monitoring, management, and control facilities 

and programs, including advanced truck stop electrification systems. 
(10) Surface transportation planning programs. 
(11) Transportation alternatives. 
(12) Transportation control measures listed in section 108(f)(1)(A) (other than clause 

(xvi)) of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7408(f)(1)(A)). 
(13) Development and establishment of management systems12 
(14) Environmental mitigation efforts relating to projects funded under this title in the 

same manner and to the same extent as such activities are eligible under section 119(g). 

(current as of October 19, 2012, including public laws 
through P.L. 112-196) 



(15) Projects relating to intersections that - 
(A) have disproportionately high accident rates; 
(B) have high levels of congestion, as evidenced by - 

(i) interrupted traffic flow at the intersection; and 
(ii) a level of service rating that is not better than "F" during peak 

travel hours, calculated in accordance with the Highway Capacity Manual issued 
by the Transportation Research Board; and 
(C) are located on a Federal-aid highway. 

(16) Infrastructure-based intelligent transportation systems capital improvements. 
(17) Environmental restoration and pollution abatement in accordance with section 

328. 
(18) Control of noxious weeds and aquatic noxious weeds and establishment of native 

species in accordance with section 329. 

(19) Projects and strategies designed to support congestion pricing, including electric 
toll collection and travel demand management strategies and programs. 

(20) Recreational trails projects eligible for funding under section 206. 
(21) Construction of ferry boats and ferry terminal facilities eligible for funding 

under section 129(c). 
(22) Border infrastructure projects eligible for funding under section 1303 of 

the SAFETEA-LU (23 U.S.C. 101 note; Public Law 109-59). 
(23) Truck parking facilities eligible for funding under section 1401 of the MAP-21. 
(24) Development and implementation of a State asset management plan for the 

National Highway System in accordance with section 119, including data collection, 
maintenance, and integration and the costs associated with obtaining, updating, and licensing 
software and equipment required for risk based asset management and performance based 
management, and for similar activities related to the development and implementation of a 
performance based management program for other public roads. 

(25) A project that, if located within the boundaries of a port terminal, includes 
only such surface transportation infrastructure modifications as are necessary to facilitate 
direct intermodal interchange, transfer, and access into and out of the port. 

(26) Construction and operational improvements for any minor collector if - 
(A) the minor collector, and the project to be carried out with respect to the 

minor collector, are in the same corridor as, and in proximity to, a Federal-aid 
highway designated as part of the National Highway System; 

(B) the construction or improvements will enhance the level of service on 
the Federal-aid highway described in subparagraph (A) and improve regional traffic 
flow; and 

(C) the construction or improvements are more cost-effective, as determined 
by a benefit-cost analysis, than an improvement to the Federal-aid highway described 
in subparagraph (A). 

(c) Location of Projects. - Surface transportation program projects may not be undertaken on 
roads functionally classified as local or rural minor collectors unless the roads were on a Federal- 
aid highway system on January 1, 1991, except - 

(1) as provided in subsection (g); 
(2) for projects described in paragraphs (2), (4), (6), (7), (11), (20), (25), and (26) 

of subsection (b); and 
(3) as approved by the Secretary. 



Sec. 213 
Sec. 213. Transportation alternatives pg 196 - 197 

(b) Eligible Projects. - A State may obligate the funds reserved under this section for any of the 
following projects or activities: 

(1) Transportation alternatives, as defined in section 101. 
(2) The recreational trails program under section 206. 
(3) The safe routes to school program under section 1404 of the SAFETEA-LU (23 

U.S.C. 402 note; Public Law 109-59). 
(4) Planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the 

right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. 

from section 101 . . .
(29) Transportation alternatives.—The term “transportation alternatives” means any of the following 
activities when carried out as part of any program or project authorized or funded under this title, or as an 
independent program or project related to surface transportation: 
(A)   Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
other nonmotorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle infrastructure, pedestrian and 
bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting and other safety-related infrastructure, and transportation 
projects to achieve compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.). 

(B)   Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and systems that will provide safe 
routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with disabilities to access daily needs. 

(C)   Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians, bicyclists, or other 
nonmotorized transportation users. 

(D)   Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas. 

(E)  Community improvement activities, including— 
(i)   inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising; 

(ii)   historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities; 

(iii)   vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to improve roadway safety, prevent 
against invasive species, and provide erosion control; and 

(iv)   archaeological activities relating to impacts from implementation of a transportation project eligible 
under this title. 

(F)  Any environmental mitigation activity, including pollution prevention and pollution abatement activities 
and mitigation to— 
(i)   address stormwater management, control, and water pollution prevention or abatement related to 
highway construction or due to highway runoff, including activities described in sections 133(b)(11), 328(a), 
and 329; or 

(ii)   reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain connectivity among terrestrial or 
aquatic habitats. 



197 TITLE 23, U.S.C. Sec. 213 

(B) Definition of eligible entity. - In this paragraph, the term "eligible entity" 
means - 

(i) a local government; 
(ii) a regional transportation authority; 
(iii) a transit agency; 
(iv) a natural resource or public land agency; 
(v) a school district, local education agency, or school; 
(vi) a tribal government; and 
(vii) any other local or regional governmental entity with 

responsibility for or oversight of transportation or recreational trails (other than a 
metropolitan planning organization or a State agency) that the State determines to 
be eligible, consistent with the goals of this subsection. 



Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities 
U.S. Department of Transportation Transit, Highway, and Safety Funds 

Revised August 12, 2016 

This table indicates potential eligibility for pedestrian and bicycle projects under U.S. Department of Transportation surface transportation funding programs. Additional 
restrictions may apply. See notes and basic program requirements below, and see program guidance for detailed requirements. Project sponsors should fully integrate nonmotorized 
accommodation into surface transportation projects. Section 1404 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act modified 23 U.S.C. 109 to require federally-funded 
projects on the National Highway System to consider access for other modes of transportation, and provides greater design flexibility to do so. 

Key: $ = Funds may be used for this activity (restrictions may apply). $* = See program-specific notes for restrictions. ~$ = Eligible, but not competitive unless part of a larger project. 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities 

U.S. Department of Transportation Transit, Highway, and Safety Funds 
Activity or Project Type TIGER  TIFIA FTA ATI CMAQ HSIP NHPP STBG TA RTP SRTS PLAN NHTSA 

402 
NHTSA 

405 
FLTTP 

Access enhancements to public transportation (includes 
benches, bus pads) 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

ADA/504 Self Evaluation / Transition Plan $ $ $ $ $ 
Bicycle plans $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bicycle helmets (project or training related) $ $SRTS $ $* 
Bicycle helmets (safety promotion) $ $SRTS $ 
Bicycle lanes on road $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bicycle parking ~$ ~$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bike racks on transit $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bicycle share (capital and equipment; not operations) $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bicycle storage or service centers at transit hubs ~$ ~$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bridges / overcrossings for pedestrians and/or bicyclists $ $ $ $ $* $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Bus shelters and benches $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Coordinator positions (State or local) $ 1 per 

State 
$ $SRTS $ 

Crosswalks (new or retrofit) $ $ $ $ $* $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Curb cuts and ramps $ $ $ $ $* $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
Counting equipment $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $* $ 
Data collection and monitoring for pedestrians and/or bicyclists $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $* $ 
Historic preservation (pedestrian and bicycle and transit 
facilities) 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Landscaping, streetscaping (pedestrian and/or bicycle route; 
transit access); related amenities (benches, water fountains); 
generally as part of a larger project 

~$ ~$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Lighting (pedestrian and bicyclist scale associated with 
pedestrian/bicyclist project) 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Maps (for pedestrians and/or bicyclists) $ $ $ $ $ $ $* 
Paved shoulders for pedestrian and/or bicyclist use $ $ $* $ $ $ $ $ $ 

http://www.dot.gov/tiger
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/tifia/
http://www.fta.dot.gov/13747_14399.html
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/environmental-programs/livable-sustainable-communities/bicycles-transit
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/shsp/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/nhpp/160309.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/safe_routes_to_school/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/
http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/programs/402.html
http://www.nhtsa.gov/About+NHTSA/Highway+Safety+Grant+Programs
http://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/


Key: $ = Funds may be used for this activity (restrictions may apply). $* = See program-specific notes for restrictions. ~$ = Eligible, but not competitive unless part of a larger project. 

 Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities 
U.S. Department of Transportation Transit, Highway, and Safety Funds 

Activity or Project Type TIGER  TIFIA FTA ATI CMAQ HSIP NHPP STBG TA RTP SRTS PLAN NHTSA 
402 

NHTSA 
405 

FLTTP 

Pedestrian plans   $     $ $  $ $   $ 
Recreational trails ~$ ~$      $ $ $     $ 
Road Diets (pedestrian and bicycle portions) $ $    $ $ $ $      $ 
Road Safety Assessment for pedestrians and bicyclists      $  $ $   $   $ 
Safety education and awareness activities and programs to 
inform pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists on ped/bike safety 

       $SRTS $SRTS  $ $* $* $*  

Safety education positions        $SRTS $SRTS  $  $*   
Safety enforcement (including police patrols)        $SRTS $SRTS  $  $* $*  
Safety program technical assessment (for peds/bicyclists)        $SRTS $SRTS  $ $* $   
Separated bicycle lanes $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $  $    $ 
Shared use paths / transportation trails $ $ $ $ $* $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
Sidewalks (new or retrofit) $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
Signs / signals / signal improvements $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $  $    $ 
Signed pedestrian or bicycle routes $ $ $ $ $  $ $ $  $    $ 
Spot improvement programs $ $ $   $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
Stormwater impacts related to pedestrian and bicycle projects $ $ $ $  $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
Traffic calming $ $ $   $ $ $ $  $    $ 
Trail bridges $ $   $* $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
Trail construction and maintenance equipment        $RTP $RTP $      
Trail/highway intersections $ $   $* $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
Trailside and trailhead facilities (includes restrooms and water, 
but not general park amenities; see guidance) 

~$* ~$*      $* $* $*     $ 

Training     $ $  $ $ $ $ $* $*   
Training for law enforcement on ped/bicyclist safety laws        $SRTS $SRTS  $   $*  
Tunnels / undercrossings for pedestrians and/or bicyclists $ $ $ $ $* $ $ $ $ $ $    $ 
 
Abbreviations 
ADA/504: Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 / Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
TIGER: Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery Discretionary Grant program 
TIFIA: Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (loans) 
FTA: Federal Transit Administration Capital Funds 
ATI: Associated Transit Improvement (1% set-aside of FTA) 
CMAQ: Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program  
HSIP: Highway Safety Improvement Program 
NHPP: National Highway Performance Program 
STBG: Surface Transportation Block Grant Program 

TA: Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside (formerly Transportation Alternatives Program) 
RTP: Recreational Trails Program 
SRTS: Safe Routes to School Program / Activities 
PLAN: Statewide Planning and Research (SPR) or Metropolitan Planning funds 
NHTSA 402: State and Community Highway Safety Grant Program 
NHTSA 405: National Priority Safety Programs (Nonmotorized safety) 
FLTTP: Federal Lands and Tribal Transportation Programs (Federal Lands Access Program, Federal Lands 
Transportation Program, Tribal Transportation Program, Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal 
Projects) 

 
Program-specific notes 
Federal-aid funding programs have specific requirements that projects must meet, and eligibility must be determined on a case-by-case basis. For example:  

http://www.dot.gov/tiger
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/tifia/
http://www.fta.dot.gov/13747_14399.html
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/environmental-programs/livable-sustainable-communities/bicycles-transit
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/shsp/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/nhpp/160309.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/safe_routes_to_school/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/
http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/programs/402.html
http://www.nhtsa.gov/About+NHTSA/Highway+Safety+Grant+Programs
http://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/
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http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/
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http://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/


• TIGER: Subject to annual appropriations.
• TIFIA: Program offers assistance only in the form of secured loans, loan guarantees, or standby lines of credit, but can be combined with other grant sources, subject to total

Federal assistance limitations.
• FTA/ATI: Project funded with FTA transit funds must provide access to transit. See Bikes and Transit and the FTA Final Policy Statement on the Eligibility of Pedestrian and

Bicycle Improvements under Federal Transit Law.
o Bicycle infrastructure plans and projects funded with FTA funds must be within a 3 mile radius of a transit stop or station, or if further than 3 miles, must be within the

distance that people could be expected to safely and conveniently bike to use the particular stop or station.
o Pedestrian infrastructure plans and projects funded with FTA funds must be within a ½ mile radius of a transit stop or station, or if further than ½ mile, must be within the

distance that people could be expected to safely and conveniently walk to use the particular stop or station.
o FTA funds cannot be used to purchase bicycles for bike share systems.
o FTA encourages grantees to use FHWA funds as a primary source for public right-of-way projects.

• CMAQ projects must demonstrate emissions reduction and benefit air quality. See the CMAQ guidance at www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/ for a list of
projects that may be eligible for CMAQ funds. Several activities may be eligible for CMAQ funds as part of a bicycle and pedestrian-related project, but not as a highway
project. CMAQ funds may be used for shared use paths, but may not be used for trails that are primarily for recreational use.

• HSIP projects must be consistent with a State’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan and either (1) correct or improve a hazardous road location or feature, or (2) address a highway
safety problem.

• NHPP projects must benefit National Highway System (NHS) corridors.
• STBG and TA Set-Aside: Activities marked “$SRTS” means eligible only as an SRTS project benefiting schools for kindergarten through 8th grade. Bicycle transportation

nonconstruction projects related to safe bicycle use are eligible under STBG, but not under TA (23 U.S.C. 217(a)).
• RTP must benefit recreational trails, but for any recreational trail use. RTP projects are eligible under TA and STBG, but States may require a transportation purpose.
• SRTS: FY 2012 was the last year for SRTS funds, but SRTS funds are available until expended.
• Planning funds must be used for planning purposes, for example:

o Maps: System maps and GIS;
o Safety education and awareness: for transportation safety planning;
o Safety program technical assessment: for transportation safety planning;
o Training: bicycle and pedestrian system planning training.

• Federal Lands and Tribal Transportation Programs (FLTTP) projects must provide access to or within Federal or tribal lands:
o Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP): Open to State and local entities for projects that provide access to or within Federal or tribal lands.
o Federal Lands Transportation Program: For Federal agencies for projects that provide access within Federal lands.
o Tribal Transportation Program: available for federally-recognized tribal governments for projects within tribal boundaries and public roads that access tribal lands.

• NHTSA 402 project activity must be included in the State’s Highway Safety Plan. Contact the State Highway Safety Office for details:
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/shsos.html

• NHTSA 405 funds are subject to State eligibility, application, and award. Project activity must be included in the State’s Highway Safety Plan. Contact the State Highway
Safety Office for details: http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/shsos.html

Cross-cutting notes 
• FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Guidance: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/
• Applicability of 23 U.S.C. 217(i) for Bicycle Projects: 23 U.S.C. 217(i) requires that bicycle facilities “be principally for transportation, rather than recreation, purposes”.

However, sections 133(b)(6) and 133(h) list “recreational trails projects” as eligible activities under STBG. Therefore, the requirement in 23 U.S.C. 217(i) does not apply to
recreational trails projects (including for bicycle use) using STBG funds. Section 217(i) continues to apply to bicycle facilities other than trail-related projects, and section
217(i) continues to apply to bicycle facilities using other Federal-aid Highway Program funds (NHPP, HSIP, CMAQ). The transportation requirement under section 217(i) is
applicable only to bicycle projects; it does not apply to any other trail use or transportation mode.

• There may be occasional DOT or agency incentive grants for specific research or technical assistance purposes.
• Aspects of many DOT initiatives may be eligible as individual projects. For example, activities above may benefit Ladders of Opportunity; safe, comfortable, interconnected

networks; environmental justice; equity; etc.

http://www.fta.dot.gov/13747_14399.html
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-19/pdf/2011-21273.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-19/pdf/2011-21273.pdf
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/shsp/
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/shsos.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/shsos.html
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/
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